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To- the molt Illuſtrious 
CHARLES, Monarch 


of great Brittae,&c. Defender 7 
bf rhe Faith. 


PHe deceaſed King, Father 
mx of your Majeſty, was 
Ly pleaſed ro command 
>) the impreſſion of a Ms- 

nuſcripr which was the 
firſt fruits of my Pen, on which hee 
A 2 daigned 
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—— 


daigned tocaſt kis eyes ; wherein his 
Royall goodneſſe had more refpeRt 
t6, my xcalc, then'ta the: gvorke. 
This which [ offer at your MajeHtics 
fer, carries irs dcniall gn the frene, 
Rycthac the clern&qcie of him who 
was phaſed ro cat his eye apa the 
Hyſop,"25 well #3 pon the 

{ of Lebanon, makes me hope or a fa- 
vourable Aſpett. | beſeech the Lord 
God to accept your. oblations, and 
make your Crovne flouriſh, ' and 


| eſtabliſh your Throne as the un 
it (elfe. 


© % 
To the Reader. 

8 His Treatiſe is nothing but a heape 
of obſerTations Very drffering 
/ there, more eſpecially where th 
are joyned; they are for the moſt 
part diſtant in reſpeit of the ſubjet. This is 
the reaſon wherefore I have only ſought to 
range mem in their proper plates, aad paſSe 
from the ove unto the other, without proimg 
them any other CORneX On, or clofin them 
with other c:mment, I ſhall marke 2 the. 
firſt place the nature and vifferentre of ſpi- 
rits, principally of the common people 1n 
matters CONCerntng Religion ; Secondly, the 
matters nhich are of the knowledge thereof. 
Thirdly, the forme and manner of this (non- 
ledge; and finally the meanes to obtarne it. 
In all theſe foure heads ( which I bave pla- 
ced in as many ſeftions) wee ſball ſhew di- 
Vers popular errors which ſerve for the ſub- 
je# of this Treatiſe. 
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To the Reader. 


If this worke be triviall, it correſponds te 
 1irtitle, which promiſeth nothing but popu- 
lar matters, if defefirue, 'tis for having 0- 
mitted that which many hate often repeated; 
if clowniſh, this Nefle ir not capable of a 
more artificial web, nor of the poliſure of a 
more elegant fiiles if raſh, as ſhocking fo ma- 
xy maximes held as Oracles among the peo- 
ple, and partly approved ty the ſilence of the 
learned; weighing them jn the ballance of 
the S anfigarie, we ſhall find that in matter 
| of Religion, nothing ought to be more ſuſpe- 
| Fed then Uulpar opinions ; ſome think to un- 

derfland very well their religion that will 
find themſel ues not only in a darke ignorance, 
bat alſo in aden of Errors. 


The 


if TER 107 S420 Jeet 
The fir Seation, 


Cuarrzx |. 
The firſt Errour which aroſe non 
Chriftiane nn 


ae || re which was Tprcad PE 
x Bs mong: the Dil of the 
2 few iday&s' befpre his' 
yy Ace that Sr. . Fobjn the! 
Evangeliſt ſhould not die, was. the firſt 
T Errour thar ſprang up amongſt the Chris, 
ſtians. Thisopinion contradicted riot 
atticle of the Faith : and neverthelefſe rhe' 
Spirit of truth would have the! cenſure] 
thereof ro remaine till the end of dayes, as' 
2 Pillar of Salt ro ſeaſon our COnceptipns. : 
Each Errour in things indifferent, is un-' 


4 worthy 


L 


5 bell 
tipodet, andthe Setofaſticks who rooke 


ona torrida for the flaming {word which 


made th iblc 
they chr EL? ar Oh 1930 e:4 KINA 
tions were more ſpecious fy yeritable, 
But I will lay afide all matrers of this 
quiyepgen.contet art here the vormmen 


opinion which SR nativity of our 
n 


of the winter 


Toth, —T the biltorie W hich) comain ' 
ſo many, particylaritics pf Simon. Magus 
whichyc &,jar the, maſt part, fables. Nor 
the aboniamlage which takes .the fourc 
liy ! res deſeribed, in, Þ aniel for 

vangelifis.., Nor xhe forme 
Fre atributg zorhc croſle, which: 


many 


| 


6F)/ 

many: tay to have beewof anorbet faſh zon/ 
thea-they repreſent '2t RO ths! 
belicſthat 44a &r!e tnan'of the ancis 
cue yorid were ot giant-ltke Arature, theſe 
ave problems we roveh nor much ieffewily 
Lipeakof op mins of whielywon may pur! 

| the dotapes bf- o'd omens tales; 
orthatrche Hebrew or any '{Ger rongue” 
be navurall, or rhat rhete hati»beeh may” 
ingeudeed by devills, or whether witches” 
can transformrhem(c\ves itifo Wolves or 4c! 
ny other {pecies., There is pore-but fima-- 
ple Idiors who belicre Luciter tq, be.the. 
n41e" of the devilt. And miriy fay rhe 
tree ofthe croſie vithour Hitting In the 
ſupcrſtirion, which hath produtrd chis fa- 
ſhtoh.of fpeceh, mmagining that theerb(: 
on which our Savicar © #oqfd wasrnade 
the wood of therree of hife; TTheopl ri) 
ons4yhich I undertakero refareate of the? 
2rcater conſequence, they cogcetn thetyiic 
intelligence of Religion, inftead of whit” 
n_ embracean ignoranee- tednced mto' 
art ſuftained-by maximes; which vnder” 
appearancg of follid piery dotinfold dis 

Vcrs 


(4) 
vers capitall crrors, transforming men into 
ſtones, making ſuperfluous 
part of the Scriprure, and inſtead of Che- 
rubins engrave upon the walls the fi 
of many unclean creeping things, of theſe 
maximes ſome are avowed by an 

on , others: tacirely authorized 
the common _ not onely a- 
mong the-dregs of the people, bur yet a- 
mongſt many which are not ſeparated fro 
ignorants,but by the wainſcot of a pulpit. 
_ CHAP.II, 
Of the efficacy and difſerencie of bumours up- 

ow the intelligency of Religion and of 

the ſlr ange opinions they produce. 

Hold- rbere are very few men alto- 
gether excmpt from popular errors ; 
the ſpirits the - moſt pure have ſtill a 
touch in ſome point of this conragion. 
The reaſon is, that man naturally ſecks ro 
conceive the truth of things,the neareſt to 
the form of his own inclination, as he that 
would turg the conrſe of his boul, turns his 
head on that fide, to this contriates edy- 
"Cation 
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(s) 
cation, old cuſtoms, and the multitude of 
voices, which tupifies the —_ brains. 
Now as the inclinationsare different, the 
truth which is unick in it ſelf appeares in 
divers forms, according to the quality of 
the (1 pirits, which conceives 17, like the &- 
thiopions repreſenting the uglineſle of the 
devill, have a cuſtome contrary to. other 
people , they paint him white; ſo after 
this manner the diverſity of humours pro- | , 
duces diverſity of conceptions and diffe- Fa f 
rence of opinions upon the ſame ſubjeR. 
Theſe humours ſome times carries away 
mens ſpirits ro makethem ſeck tobe more 
perfe&t then God himſelf, ſome cannor 
perſwade themſelves that God is ſo ſevere 
a5 he faith himſelt robe, and being ronch- 
ed with an humour more pitifell , have 
found wherewithall ro extinguiſh the e- 
tcrnall fire, reaching rhat the damned, nay 
more, that the devills aftcr ſome time of 
ſuffering, in the end ſhall be freed from 
their tormentsgthis ſo favorable an opinion 
hath gotten ihem the title of -mercifull 
DoRor:, but there isothers who being of 
a 


| \ 
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2 mote tholerick religion, would be more 
ri s towards finners then God him- 
felf. For if fome man through humane 
frailry have faln under the burden of Per- 
feenrion, {nd ſince raiſed {rom his fall, re-* 
quired the peace of the chutch,rheſe would 
refuſe it him althoughhe had ſought i it wb 
tears Of bivod; as if they had had more 
Inteveſt in the offer, then God himſelf, 
or [ſus Chriſt who dyod fot rhat ſinner. 
On Lotd hath ſaid, if you ate perſecuted 
in one place flic into anorher, fornc 1 'uper- 
abounding in zeal have :udgrd the practice 
er ty be nn worthy a Chri- 
—_— ty, My more, a baſe coward- 
nivolent to a diflertion of the 

fant one ofthe chief writers of the Pri- 
mitive Charchhathſer out a Treatiſe ex- 
preſly 11 favour of this Paradox. The me- 
{lancholie humour 7 farre predominares 
ih many, that their piety conſiſts in (ad- 
nefſe taking the wrinkles of rhe fore- 
head for marks of Religion, 2nd ſcarce 
will they believe him to \ be good Chri- 


rk that is not Hypocondriacall: Men 
the 


(2) 
the moſt pions have alwayes been differcag, 
in their faſhion of life ; fome ſociaki 
and Poliricke, others loving a rei 
life wirh, faſting and auſterity, to. t 
two forts of humours, which are the moſs, 
generalt{ God himlelfe by a wiſe, indulp 
gence) would deferre ſomething, to the, 
cnd,rodraw all ſorts of peopleto- his Goſ- 
pell; making them ſce two different Mod- 
dels, The one in Job» B apteſt,a man of great 
abſtinencie and auſteritie, as well in life / 
as in cloathing ; the other 1a Jeſus Chriſh,.” 
whoſc life was popular, and diſdained not 
the table, nor converſation of che greateſt 
_w”F But this _ _ ogiverially 

leaſe all men. The ſpotts which a 7 
fa the writings of the cleareſt authors 
ſhew oft-cimes the humour in which they 
dipt their Pen, which you may perceiye 
among many others in S.Zerome, Now 
theſe irregular impreſſions which nature 
formes in their ſpirizs, goes nat alwa 
(o remarkable an ce. But alt 


a man be exempt from all | 
table ctrors ; ariel gw. truths. . 
far ra. 


(8) 

which are lodged in his ſpirit have ſome 
tatnt of his owne humor ; And there is ve- 
0m but that give unto religion 
ome faceor colour, or ſome poſture ac- 
cording to their particular inclination. 
And if one might looke into their braines, 
you ſhould ſee as many ſevecrall Ideas as 
you doe of faces. 


\ 
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| Cuae. III. 
Naturall humettrs taken for Chriſtian Yer- 
tues : and the particular ſprrit, for the 
' $prrit of the holy Ghoſt : Thedivell falſly 
*nccaſed of all our euill thoughts ; why it 
1s bard for 4 man to know the time when 
he wa regenerated, why certaine articles 
of bar faith are more eaſie to our beliefe 
then others : uhy divine Revelations were 
"communicated to mes: 14: their ſleepe. 


Heſe natytall qualities oft-timcs de- 
'ceive thecleareſt lights; the mode- 
rarzon which you {ce in many, procceds 


N rather fromthe heavineſe of rheir fiegme, 


then 


(9) 
then from a vertuous habirudez many are 
ardent in ne; and believe they have 
the Zeale of God, who if entireing into 
therhſelves, would find that the fire which 
hears them , proceeds from a natrurall 
choler, farre different from true zeale; 
many take the combar of the conſcienc 
for that of the ſpirit againſt the fleſh, 
ſecurity for the Peace of © conſcience. 
Many alſo are religious through a fearfull 
hnmour, proceeding either from the weak- /' 
neſſe of the ſex, or the imbecillity of a 
ſcrupulous ſpirit, in things the moſt indi 
ferent, making as much eſteeme of an arti- 
cle of Diſcipline, as of an article of Faith, 
and flying ſuperſtition, .throvgh a... ſup 
ſirious feare. 

There are ſome found, thar are fo adi- 
Qgcdro meditation, that they almoſt fall 
into an extafie, ſo fervent and affiduall in 
prayers, that they diſdaine to deſcend from 
the Mounraine with Afoſes. or: from the 
third Heaven with S.? as/, for toreturn to 
converſe wich men + ſome aſſnre them» 
ſelves of their conſtancie in the faith;upory 

2 


| 
+1 


Comets..which have the, forme and ap- 
pearance.of Stazres, bus; yet axe nar faxed 
wg the firgaman , 

There  rFaignes two. falle opinions a- 

ong hole which axe ignorant, upon 
this (ubjee,g thatallihe ul thoughts and 
wicked and, blaſphemous. imagiaaions , 
which paſte throvgh their braines again 
their will | proceeds frcm another fpiric 
then thei. own; and accuſe the divell there- 
of; which ought to be true in part, bur 1 
believe oftca-times they doe him wrong, 
; foraltbough there ſhould have been nw di» 
| yels, the ſpuzir of man is (wfkciently fruit» 
/ full in. monrovs abfurduics for ro pro» 
| duceduch fancies, without the ſuggeſtion 
; | \gfexillapgeb> z and 'tis act to be believed 
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(x1) 
that Satan hath leave to chrer fo free! _— 
ro'all honſes,-ot to cnrer into Qur Clramt 
bersand Cabinors whenſoover he pleaſes 
much leſſe into'our thoughts. | 
There is another fanniliar errone! be- 
longing ro many which take their: meley 
nations, who- have ſome morallgoodnefſe 
for an infallible marke of the Spiritrof 
gracezof all thoſe who have ſome lighs tees , 
ling of religion there is not one bur dorh'*| 
beliere, that he is already! regenerared.; Ab 
moſt all becauſe they cannot romembet 
the time in which they have an— +" ſo 
notable a nidtion, they preſuppoſe' ch 
have been regenerated i in their infanvie, _ 
having any other memorie- thereof; And 
indecd it is very difficult for a mar tor diſk 
cerne rhe true moment of his convertion, 
in punQually-aoring the hcure or tho day, 
We perceive not how it 1s made 11'u$19g ts 
firſt moment, nor haue we any handthrres 
in, no morethen in ournaturall 
on: If a dead man ſhould ariſt he\could 
not te)l how he recovered life, Naymore, 
this regeneration1s not wrought by a1 vio+ 
B lent 


'ure conpages iÞabyure-ar the 
Ke, 4-Maid, and jeacheth us that mar- 
ty is a thing that, 94n canner , 
muſe to. Gods In, geoerall a Chy 
Qught 19 rar hinaſelte from HED 
exved bytheſ enaturall qualaicy z like the 
which have the, forme and ap- 
pearance.of Srazres, hus; yet aze nar fixed 
ts & umgens, 

nes two falle apinions a- 
= pee. which ae ignorant, upon 

_ s thatall the i :houghts, and 

MOUS  MagiRations | 
wh &r through them branes againk 
their will , proceeds frcm another fpiric 
then theis own 'and accuſc the divell there- 
of; which ought robe true in part, bur 1 
believe oftca-times they doe him wrong, 
. foxalibough there ſhould have been nw dis 
W-27 the ſpazit of mon is (wfficiently fruit- 
4 full i 1 —_ abfurdutics for to pro» 

| duceduch fancies, without. the ſuggeſtion 
 oievillaneed and "tis aot robe bebo 
that 
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(x1) 
that Satan hath leave to chrer fo free!yamE 
ro'all honſes,--ot to cnrer into QurClramet | 
bersand Cabinets whenſoover he pleaſesy- 
much leſſe into'our thoughts. [18/20 
There is another fantiliar errvnrr be» 
longing ro many -which take their: mely 
nations, who- have ſome morallgoodneffe 
for an infallible marke of the Spiritrof 
gracezof all thoſe who have ſome lighs fees 
ling of religion there is not one bur dork] 
beliece, that he is already' regenerared.; Al 
moſt all becauſe they cannor remembet 
the time in which they have perceive ſo 
notable a motion, they preſuppoſe: they 
have been regenerated in their infaniegnor 
having any other memorie- thereof: : 'Aind 
indecd it is very difficult for a man to: diſk 
cerne rhe rrue-moment of his conve 
in punctually-noring thehoure or the day, 
We perceive not how it is made 1nus1gats 
firſt moment, nor haue we any handtheres 
in, 0 morethen in our natural] protiuddi- 
on: If a dead man ſhould ariſt he\cauld 
not te]] how he recovered life. Nay more, 
this regefterationss not wroughrby-a1 vio+ 
lent 


(12) 
lent and remarkable motion, cxcepr in 
| ſomeone, as It was 10 Pau, as In thoſe 
whoin the fame hourc from rormentors 
became Martyrs, and as without doubs ir 
comes to paſſe in ſome whom God regene- 
ratesat the brinke of the ſepulchre. Ordi- 
narily the Spirit of God leads men inſen- 
ſibly to the Erſt point of SanRification, 
by many turnings and preceding diſpoſiti- 
ons, which in their beginnings are not to 
be ved, but many make themſclves 
believe they have been regenerared from 
their cradle, which are as yet far from the 
ſtate of grace. . 

Nay, thoſe, namely who have been a 
long time regenerated, and have gotten a 
ſollid experience in ſpirituall rhings, find 
themſelves oft-times deceived by their par- 
ticular ſpirit , which counterfeits the 
voyce of the- Spirit of God. Theſe two 
ſpirits intermingle themſelves 1n many 
ations. Ir was by the Spirit of God 
that Iſaac bleſſed Facob, but in this, that he 
believed that he bleſt Eſaz, and fuch was 
his intention, it was the crrour of his par- 
NY ticular 
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(13) 
ticular ſpirit. It was by the Spirit of God 
that cerraine Prophets told Pal, that 
bonds did attend him at Fer«ſalem, but the 
counſel! rhey gave him nor to goe thither, 
was 2 motion of their owne particular 
ſpiric, proceeding from their humane af- 

e&ion. Allthe dreames which came to 
the Prophets were not propheticall, they 
had markes by which they diſcerned the 
celeſtiall viſions from naturall impreſh- 
ons, to which they were ſubject as well as} 
other men ; In the ſame manner as the di- 
vine providence of God hath ſeparated]; 
that which was writ by their particula#/ 
motion, from that which was tranſmitre 
uato us by divine inſpiration; The Spirir 
which diQatcd the letter of Datid, writ- 
ten with the bloud of poore &ria, was 
quite contrary ro that which indircd the 
Plalmes. Nathan counſelling the build» 
ing of the Temple, ſcemed, ſpeaking like a 
godly man, but the conſequence ſhewes 
ſpake not like a Prophet. 
It is moſt true, that neither ſagacity 
nor humane affeGions reduced intoa juſt 
B 2 remper 
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temper are not incompatible with ſpiritu- 
all wiſdome, contrarily they ſerve for a 
helpe ro our weakneſle : All the articles of 
our faith are equally true, but our beliefe 
embraces them nor with cquall facility. 

, We have leſſe crouble to believe a divine 
/Effence, then a Trinity of Perſons : the 
immortality of the ſoule; rhen the reſur- 
reftion of the body ; Thereafon is, that in 
© the one we have nothing but a ſupernatu- 
F! frall revelation for the ground of our b6e- 
” Hliefe; and in the other we are raoreover 
* ſuſtained by humane reaſon , which 
| firengthens this faith : So our obedience is 
, more voluntary in things to which wee 
ave, behdes the commandement of God, 
'fome natnrall or perſonall inclination, 
then in thofe which are repugnant to onr 
affe&ions : I doubt not but A&raham ©- 
beyed more joyfully, when it was bidden 
himnotro lay his hand upon Tſaar ; then 
when he was commanded toflay him. But 
in this concurrence, nzmely of the Spirit 
| of God withour ſpirits, 'wee muſt marke 
theſe two principals, rhe one of whichis 
alwayes 


LL. 
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(75) 
alwaics mop on the other hath ſtill 


ſome ſpice of oblaquity, 

A.man addiQtcd to his ſence, and that 
adones his owne opaions will very hardly 
give placeto the Spirit of God, Ordina- 
rily Prophecies and Revelations came un» 


to men then,when they were afleep ; where | 
God ſegt them thoſe exraſies, whilft they ' 


laſted they were as if de rived of all ſence, 
which was becauſe the ſoule is then diſ-in- 
rangled from many funRions, ' and freed 
from an inhniry of rhoughts and of ab 


: 


| 


zets which poſlcſſed it warm; being | 


then leſſe glued to their natura 

ment, and fo more ſuſceptible of the in- 
fluencie of heaven, and mote capable to 
receive the impreſhon thereof, 


(16) 


Cuar,1l, 


Concerning the Sences : andof the imagina- 
Hons : Vulgar meditations : maiters which 
ſeeme better 11 Painting, then in the words 
of the holy Scripture. why the corporall 
figure of our SaViowr is not delineated in 
the Goſpell : Why the ſight of the places 
( eſteemed holy) takes away the admir a- 


tion thereof. 
RR mis for a ſimple hiſtoricall 
knowledge are intclligible ro the 
externall ſenſes : The ſtarre which appea- 
redro the wiſe men : "the manger at 5 eth- 
lehem, the crown of Thornes, the puniſh- 
ment of the Croſse, the Sepulchre of 
Chriſt, and his comming ont thereof; 
the ſcarres of his Wounds, his Aſcenſi- 
on to Heaven, are oabjeRs perceptible to 
' 'the imagination +: Nay, we cannot con- 
ceivethe truth of the naturall body of 
Chriſt, buTunder an imaginable and ſen- 
fable forme. Burt the imernall forme of 
| al 
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(17) 
all theſe theologicall truths which is as it 
were the ſoul of Religion, ts not apprehtn- 
ſible butto the intelle&; The divinity re- 
ſident in Chtiſt; the perſonall union of 
cherwo Natures, themeritsof his Death, 
the efficacie of his Interceſſion, the inte- 
reſt of the juſtice of God 'in this ſarisfa- 
Rion ; The erernall EleRion, the interiour 
Vocation, [uſtification, the eſſence of the 
Faith, the regeneration, are matters pure- 
ly intelle&uell. In every narration, prin- 
cipally in eacharticle of 'faith which lies 
inthe Hiſtoric, there is ever rwo things res 
quiſire ro the intelligence thereof ; 1.The 
ation with its circumſtances ; Secondly 
the cauſes ahd the conſequences thereot. 
Now the firſt point is better ſtudied; 'znd 
more ſought into by the common people, 
as being moredeletable ro the imagine> 
tion, and farealicr to bee conceived rhen 
the other. which touches not the ſenſes, 
and requires 2 more ſpirituall, and rhore 
laborious exerciſe of the underſtanding ; 
from whence it comes to paſſe; that the 
ſcience, the- conception, the proofes and 

B 4 meditations 
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/macdicacions of the-yulgar arc gore ima- 
ive - then. intelletuall.. A Deaths 
We ſpecagle-of a carkaſle, orof 4 


ls JNga84an wilt epreſent our tumane fra- 


Wity-mone lively; then can doe all the. 
cesof the Bible. Bur the fapernatu+ 

tall cauſes of thiscarruption, and the conn 
ſequences thergaffrom whence refults the, 
on Seer of our mortality, they 
ey eharx in luchcharaters; A picture 
we knowledge of an ation, buc the 
CE themotives.in. which lyes the 
importance of —_ askesanother Pen? 
Go pd Capcthy tolls us nor why. Jeſus 
Hh died. Never man was, yet conver: 
(i Prana a picture. It that were; 
ntgrz;and Schlptors wayld be the grezs 
uh eologians,. Afﬀeer the ſame-manner 
riOg of -Chriſt 1xcduced. into a 

| —— by the tygheſt co- 
Rlaguoce, whatteaecs, (oever it 

from the auditors, will REVET 

Is for a:(aving knowledge. 

| rug pouriraidt of Jelus Chriſt re 
peclatig his - Datura face, were ” by 

oun 
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found in the world, 1 wowd never blame 
the curioſity 0b rhoſe whowould ſcek rhe 
poſſeſſion,-and who ( all fuperſtition ſet 
apart) would preſerve itas one of the moſt 
precious jewels rhat the eye of man can 
behold. Many havethought, that they 
bave the originall, in an Epiſtle of Len | 
tulus to the Senare of Rome, of which I 
will ſay no more, but char it is no Roman 
Kile, Some others have drawne the Copy 
from the Monument ofa fabulous hiſtory 
which ſpeaks of -a Statue-greted in'me- 
mory of our Saviour. 

How ſoever:im comes to: paſſe, it is & 
ſtrange thing that the Scripture which 
paints forth the ſtature of Saul, the hairs 
ot-Abſalom, the colour and viſage of D 44 
ea, cxpreſiesnot any figure of our Savis 
our. We find not therein the leaſt Idex, | 
nor any lineament, neither of his face; co- 
ſoar, aſpet, Rarore, or yet of his voyce. || 
But: that by «which he was diſcernible ' 
from other menonſiſted not'in his viſible 
forme, or in any 'extraordinaty difference 
of Lincaments, otherwiſe Feds —_ 
| n 
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needed a {igne to make him to be knownz 
ſo that the repreſentation of him at this 
day to the cye of fleſh, would make him 
conternptible ro him that would nor con- 
ceive 2 divine Majeſty under a common 
and indifferent appearance. Or ic would 
be a Patron of Idolatry, which would nor 
faile to multiply under fo favourable a 
pretext. Our humane vanity would have 
added there to ſome frivolous and imperti- 
nent ſpeculations of Phiſiognomie. Or 
ſuperſtition would caſt its fight upon each 
man who ſhould have ſome ſeeming re- 
ſemblanceof ſuch a PiRure. Or certainly 
the greareſt part of Chriſtians in ſtead of 
png Chriſt in ſpirit, and adoring him 
ſpiritually, wotld alwayes have his ima- 
| 9s tied to the corporall objeR, and 
is ſpirit diſturbed with the fancy thereof. 
Of rhouſandsof men who returne from 
Feruſalem, or from mount S 184, Or from 
// rhe river of Jordan,and many other famous 
-/ places mentioned in the Scriprure, ſcarce 
can you find one which brings back the ad- 
miration, which he had conceived —_ 
| c 


= 


—_ 


” > 6. 1 


Q & + Ot 


(21) 

he had ſcen them. The ſpirit of man hath 
alwayes a more reverent Opinion of things 
which are ancient , then of Moderne : of 
thoſe which are fartheſt off, then of thoſe 
which are neare. The objeds, the moſt 
excellent and ſacred become contemptible /, 
by the facility and proximity of accefle : 
bur thoſe who goe out of a devout afﬀfeti- 
on to viſite Paleſizneor Arabia, carry with 
cham for the moſt part exorbirant 1magi- 
nations which ſometimes paſſe ro an ex- 
ceſſe impoſſible in nature, thinking to find 
the third heaven in a cave, not conſidering 
that the innobling of thoſe places, pro- 
ceedsnot from any quality which renders 
them either more holy, or more full of ma- 
jeſty then the other. parts uf the carth, but 
from the ſole reputation of the wonders 
paſt under that climate, ſo that the ſight 
takes away the eſteeme thereof, becauſe it 
anſwers not to the imaginations with 
which they were preoccupicd. 


<—— 
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C 

| Cnar, V, . 
Of the difference ard tapacity of ſperits: Of | 
the faculties of the ſoule : Of | thoſe whi | 
promiſe themſelves to belerve, ſo that « 

" "they Dave proofe, and doe aſſure themſebun |} 
they [hoald have btleeved in Chreſt xf the \ 
bad ſarne his Miracles ; Of thoſe who lr 1 
mir God, according to therr owne miſdome, | 
of beletve the truth, fecanſe it w confor- 
mable to their owne opinion, r 

n 

a 

1 

c 

h 

' 

C 


Odiſptte whether there bee Spi- 
' -* fits more capable of Theologie 
' then orhers, or whether the facul- 
ri&0f the foule are-prevalent in this ftw 
die, are queſtions remore from our inrenth 
on; wirhour eontroverſie che intellect 1s 
the traeiplace of this ſoience, although the | 
vulgar fmagine thar chere-is more trouble x 
t6 teraine'a'poinr of Religion, then co + 
conceive ir, -2nd witty rather the gift of þ 
memorie, then that of che underſtanding. 1 
The knowledge of ſalvation is an effeR x 
of gfagewnly. A lingle, hiſtoricall,and ſpe- 


culative 
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culative knowledge proceeds from 2 par- 

ticular favour ot God. But this grace de» 

ſtroyes neither the narurall difference- nor 
Df effence of ſpirits. God 'employes-far our 
h inſtruction, the objects, the ſences and the 
a other faculties of rhe ſoule. . Jcfus Chriſt 
8 himſelfe as hee was man became more 
9 knowing by experience; man which hath 
[r the ſence of hearing, from whence comes 
ve, Faith, hath a manifeſt advantage for the 
mT underſtanding of preaching , above that 

man whom God hath ſirucken with deaf- 
- neſſe; ſothere is no doube but 2 good na- 
+ turall underſtanding ( preſuppoſing the 
ie light of grace) knowes better howto con- 
u»- carve a matter of religion, and ito: weigh 
& the importance thereof, and ſearch into 
th the cauſes, and ro diſcover the confequen- 
8 ces, then a ſpirit naturally ſtupid, . and 
he blockiſh ;thegreateſt braines are ordina- 
)& rily more-ſlow tobelieve;rhen thoſe which 
eo have but mean ones, as the higheſt Planets 
of havethe ſloweſt motions, but their beleſe 
8. 15 more follid, when once they have known 
ect the truth; For God employes the ſame 
Pe facultics 
ve 
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faculties for to produce an effect for which 
' they had nothinghuc a naturall repugnar- 
cie: (o that the moſt violent perſccutor 
become oft-times the greateſt zelots of 
the faith : whether the faculty ot thoſe 
who believe more promptly be more wor 
thy of praiſe, it's a point we will not 2 
yet rouch. The vulgar preſuppoſe tha 
rhe Science of religion requires nothing 
bur a ſingle apprehenſion or reception 0 
truths preſuppoſed without any mixtior 
of the diſcurſive faculty, and without any 
a& of the judgement : many make cru 
ple of reaſoning upon the doArines © 
faith, becauſe that reaſon is nothing but ; 
natarall faculry. But this maxime in the 
ſence they give unto it is in effect contrar 
toall reaſon : by the ſame conſequeno 
"Ss not to bring ro Church, net 
ther theircares nor common fence for t' 
diſcerne the voyce and accents of th 
Word which is preached unto them, no 
cheir memorie ro retaine the impreſſion 
for theſe faculties, as well as reaſon ar 


purely naturall, I will leave what is to b 
| {poke 
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ſpoken upon this ſubje to come to ſome 
remarkes. Scarce can a man bee found 
doubting of fome point of religion, bur 
he promiſeth himſelfe firmly ro belecve 
che truth, ſo that hce may ſce manifeſt 
and concluding proofe, there is nothing 
ſo common as this voyce., If I ſee the 
proofe, I will belicve it : But they promiſe 
that which 1snot in their power : for every 
hitoricall faith ir ſelfe is a gift of God: 
and ſaving faith proceeds from a particular 
tavour ot heaven. In the meane time they 
actribute unto themſelves the power,thin- 
king thar the matters of the faith may as 
cahily be infinuatcd into- our belief. as 
philoſophical propoſitions, which have no 
need but of a moral per{walions,or of the e- 
vidence of rhe ſenſes for to introduce them 
into our ſpirit : Whereas theologicall 
truths,the moſt cleare and palpable, are al> | 
waics obſcure unto us without a particu- 
lar i]luminarion. 

Wirh a like vanity many aſſure them- 
ſelves, that if they had ſeene the miracles 
that God wrought in Egypt, or that Jeſus 

Chriſt 
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Clrifh did in Jade. they would not have 
failed ro believe in hum. - They wonder ar 
the (tupidity ob rhe Jewes, and thinke that 
if fuch wonders had bcen prefented ro their 
eycs they ſhonld have been far from bein 

incredu!ous: But certainly it a man hou'd 
ſee all rhe rwvers converted into blood, the 
Seas cleave in ſunder, the Heaven open 
his gates, the Mounraines to remove them- 
ſelves, the Sun ſtand ſtill, rhe Dead to 
come forth of their graves, the Rocks to 


' melt into water, when he himſelte ſhould 


have been in Heaven, or ſhould have re 


rurncd from Hell, he would not have re 


turned betrer if God gave him not ano- 
ther underſtanding capable of this faith, 
Now the Idolatrie which formes God 
afrerthereſemblance of man,conſifts not 
alwayes in Statues. or materiall pictures, 
neither in the groffe conception of Ideots 
whonever thinkeof God, but in 1magin- 


ing ſome figure apprehenfibleto the ſence, 


/and place in Heaven a fantaſme for rhe 


e& of their contemplation. But there 


isonec far morcſubtill, which indeed con- 
| {1ders 
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* fiders Gol 4s 2 Spirit, but bounds him by 
#+ the law of Narurc, br rcfiraines hom to 
at theſame lawecs which focric for bounds 10 
ir the humane ſpirir,, or confines hs wit 
\» dometo the maximcs of morall 2nd 
, re!lefuall viorruce, 

” [ wo things amon2: 
»n ſeemcd molt abſurd in che truce religion, 
1. thc onc nndcer the Ancicar teſtament, 0 
ro wir, the Circumcition, the other un:icr 
ro the New, to wir, the Crofle of Chriſt, 
1 the one ordairied for a Sactament, 
& the orher for the foundation propct'y 
+ Ot the Alhance bot ot them ſhame- 
o- full in_themſclres', ridiculons” in rhe 
quality the Scripture gives them. For 
od God would oblige the wiſeſt to ſearch 
ot their f1ivarion b/ a way that ſhould be 
& fcandalous to unturall prudence, ro the 
rs nd that their wiſdome ſhov!d nor un- 
Ne dertake to controvle his , which ncvcr- 
”" thelefle happens without thinking there- 
he ©n to the moſt religions ſpirits, The anc:- 
re Ent Chriſtians in their ordinaty pravers 
n- demanded of God the retarding of the 
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laſt day. This requeſt was founded upon 
the comming of Antichriſt, which they 
knew ought to preceed thar day, which 
would bring with it many calamitics, 
which they ſought to keep trom them by 
their praters upon this, that the Aſſemb- 
ling of the” Elect, and the calling of fo 
many people, would require a long ſpace 
of time, and upon orher reaſons which 
was knowne unto them, but they tooke 
not heed that the holy Ghoſt, whole fore- 
ſight ſurpaſſes that of man, commanded 
them to ſay, Come Lord Jeſirs, come, 

For a cloſe, we (hall marke that in di- 
vers matters of religion many fubmit their 
beliefe tothe reftimony of the Scripture, 
becauſe that they find therein ſome rea- 
ſon or circumſtance, which ſeemes to a- 
gree with their naturall judgement. They 
per{wade themſelves of the truth of an 
hiſtory, or the equity of a law, or the ex- 
cellencic of a myſtery, or the importance 
of a Sacrament,or the juſtice of a rigorous 
execution, for as much as they meet there- 
ina certaine ſhadow, or an appearance 

confor- 


(29) 
conformable to the thoughts which are 
the moſt prevalent in their ſpirits,the faith 
proceeding thereof is vaine : as wee ſhall 
declare hereafter in its proper place. 
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Cuay. VI. 

Some ſay Knowledge produceth Atheiſme,all 
bere-ſates have not proceeded from lears 
ned men. The abuſes of humane learning 
in religion, 


T He common people reproches A- 


thicſme to the learned, and their 

ſcorning of all religion. An ac- 
cuſation, but too true in ref pet of many. 
Some doe fo incloſe themſelves withia 
the thoughts of a Science, or particular fa- 
culty, that cheir ſpirir cannot admit any 
principall higher then that of their owne 
art, from whence it comes to paſſe, that 
they know no other divinity then the mat- 
terand the forme, or the temperature of 
the body, or the vertue of herbs; or the 
law of nature, or nature it ſelfe. Others 
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although moſt ſpeculative in the higher 
cauſcs attaine nor to the firſt, 

Bur certainly we muſt impute this crime 
to their 1gnorance, not ro their know- 
ledge ; for to ſay the truth, there was never 
Atheiſt but Was I9NOTa nr: never a pertc ct 
Philoſopher, but acknowledged a God, 
the moſt ſpec 10us arguments that impicty 
ever diſplayed for to fight againſt this 
fundamenrall point of religion,if we look 
neerly unto it, are nothing but popular 
reaſons. And it is impoſſib' cro an Atheiſt 
to ſuſtain his cauſe wirhour difavowins 
ſome principall< of naturall reaſon, If A- 
theiſme were grounded upon knowledge, 
the perſwaſion wou!d be the ſtronger 1n 
ſtead rhat its weakneſle is ſubjeR to a thou- 
ſand doubrs , which wearies thoſe which 
are moſt obſtinate ; As I have ſcenc in a 
learned mn fimous in his profeſhon, who 
having called my felfe ro comfort him in 
his fickneſle, aflured me upon the ( filence 
he exated of me) that his health depended 
upon the re(O!lurion of a point which he 
nevcr could believe, and asked the proofe 

thereof 
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thereof, which was, if there were a God, a 
queſtion ſo cr mina! 1. that cannor proc ced 
but from a (ps irit fu] [ of Egyptian dark- 
neſſe, what learning ſoever | c hat!; in other 
matters , Againe, the vulgar charge the 
Jearn/ d to have been the authors of all the 
hereſfies which have troubled the — 
complaining that all the errors have had 
the originall from their ſubtilrics, who 
have ſeduced the common peop le, and 
which cannot proceed but from lc arncd 
men. But we find two forts of hereſics. 
Some more artificiall and ſubtill, which 
cannot procced but from the invention of 
lcarned men, of this ranke, arc choſe who 
have fallen upon the attributes, and the di- 
vine decrees. The predeftination, the Tri- 
nity, the Union of the two Natures in 
Chriſt, and ſuch like points. The others 
more orofſe and ſtupid, 2s rhat of the An- 
thropomorphires. And theſe proceeds from 
Im-ginations of the vulgar. In generall 
Ido'atric hath alwaies bcgan by idcors. 
Nay, the ereateſt part of popery, 'he 1n- 
vocation of Saints, the adoration bo th \cIr 
C 3 . rcliques 
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reliqnes,the worſhipof Images,the prayers 
Sethe d dead have never drawne their origi- 
nall, but from the ſuperſtition of the vul- 
par. In hercſies the moſt ſubrill, rhe lear- 
ned condue the multitude; but in thoſe 
whoſe ſtuffe is more groſle, as in the cxte- 
rior practice and Ceremonies of religion, 

the people lead the $kiltull who carried by 
a mulrirude, as by a crowd or a torrent 
ſuffer themſelves to be lead ro the very 
melting of the Calfe of gold. Nay, what 
is more ſhamefull, one hath ſcene learned 
and able men moſt oroſly deceived by the 
impoſture of idiots not only ſimple in 
matter of ation, but morcover in things 
purely dogmaricall , without ſpeaking of 
the gravity of Tertullian miſcrab! y ſcdu- 
ced by the dotages of Montan:,nor fo ma- 
ny ſpirits abuſed by Priſcilla, done” Maxti- 
milla pretended prophereſes. The lear- 
ned who have believed ſormaething of Pur- 

gatory hath bzen brought to this belicfe 
by the revelation of filly {dcrorous wor 

men, by the apparition of ſoulcs, that good 
pople ſaid they had ſeen with their eyes, 


by 
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by the Enthuſtaſmes of ſome melancholy 
men, and by the recite of ſome Miracles, 
which oft-times were but effeRs of nature, 
as the nocturnal! hres which often appeare 
in Church-yards. The errors of the firſt 
ſort are knowne for rhe moſt part by the 
names of ſome chiete Hereticks, which 
hath produced them. Thus the blaſphc- 
mies of the Sabellians, Arrians, Eutiche- 
ans, Neſtorians, are marked with the name 
of their authors famous for having been 
Patriarkes of ſo many ſeverall bands of 
hereticks, but rhe errors of the ſecond fort 
have not {o certaine a Genealogie, its not 
ſocaſic to name the inventors of the offe- 
rings for the dead of the adorations of 
Saints, or of the ſervice of Images, or the 
noting the time of their originall, be- 
cauſe theſe abuſes have bin generated from 
the confuſed medly of the common peo- 
ple, ſo that rhetrue father of them is un- 
known. But a man may take notice of a 
familiar abuſe in thoſe who make uſe of 
humane learning ; for in many religion 
takes ſome taint of their humours, ſo very 
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often they give 1t the bent, or a forme (ct 
ſet out according to the rules of the art 
which they exerciſe, or of ſome other 
Science with which they arc inducd, 

In the greateſt part of rhe Fathers wee 
find alwaics, cithcr in matrer or phraſe 
Gmething which ſmetls of Platonifme, a 
Philoſophic which they had dranke 1n 
with their ſtudics, 

Atrcrwards that of Ariſtotle came into 
favour, the Theologians have imitated his 
I2nguage, his countenance and his gate. 
The excefle to which this diſguiſe obtat- 
ned, was never ſo put off, but many indea- 
vourcd to {ct ir azainc on foor So we have 
ſeen many Lawyers and Phiſitians who 
2ccommodate T 'enlogic tor he maxiumes 
of their profcſhon, nor only inthe terrmes, 
Or n ti method ( 4s wi; C!1 the ONE Mm kes 

:£ per 101i: al, reall and aCtive, the others 
PT. Tor N Ot LICK 1nd TI! V1 IPOUTI ke) which 
no* of Ogrcat importance : bur n the ef- 
ſen -1t {elf,and in thero! 'C CONCEPTION Of f 
the revtlyt —_ $0 {ome meaſure the {tn 
of Agam, we juſtice of his puniſhment 

| ot 
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the quality of grace, the ſatisfation of 
Chriit the damnation of infidells by the 
Lawes and rules of Civill right, or by natu- 
rall equity, having as fleight 2 foundation 
as popular ſpirits, who conceive alwayes 
ſom e point of their religion under maximes 
of their art or of the condition they pro- 
feſſe,imploying them, not as ſimple compa- 
riſons for to inlighten, but as demonſtrative 
proo fcs. 
CHAP.7. 
why learned men receive the truth with mare 
d; ficul tyt ben ather men and if the promp- 
titude of belief is alwayes mil praiſe 
nc thy. 


The ſame which we have written of 

the moſt prcrcing ſpirits happens al- 

ſorto men of eminent knowledge ; which 
1s,thar they are for the moft part flower of 
belicf in 2 roint of Religion then ordinary 
men; & theremuſt bemore powerfull ope+ 
ra710ns,and a longer time for to draw them 
to the tearmes of an intirceperſivalion , on 
which 
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which I will only ſay the moſt prompt be 
lief is not alwayes the moſt firm. The faith 
of a man who receives the Goſpell with a 
precipitated and eafie approbation ought 
tobe ſuſpeRed of nullity, it is to be feared 
its rather credulity then ſollid faith ; ſure- 
ly our Lord ſpake of certain auditors, who 
eaſily received the word with gladneſſe but 
- left it with the ſame facility which they 
had brought to its reception , the truth is al- 
wayes open and never hides her face to 
the end that he who receives her may ſee 
what manner of gueſt he is to receive . 
So when a man begins to be illuminated 
in the firſt atsof this faith, he meets with 
an infinity of obje&tions which hinder 
his reſolution to an entire belief. Bur he 
which finds no obſtacles therein never 
conſidersthereof in good carneſt, far from 
having conceived the faith; a man who will 
ſound the depth of Religion and know 
the bottomeas far as man can diſcover, he 
who will learn all the meaſures of the Ta- 
bernacle and know the dimenſ1ons and the 
proportions, and weigh all the _—_— 
whic 
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which forbids the entrance, and thoſe 
which invite him thereto; his pace wall 
not be very faſt, and wil not come very 
ſoon to the altar.. But if once hebe en- 
lightened by the light of the SanAuary 
the ſlownes thereof redounds to his advan-+ 
rage. for belicf is far more cleare being re- 
ceived upon ſolid grounds more ſound ; As 
lodging in a ſpirit refized from all that 
ſurcharged ir, and more (olid as having 
prevented by a ripe deliberation whatſoe- 
ver might come to ſhake it, 

In this tryall of religion the learned 
have alwayes helps which facilitates their 
underſtanding , and where they know to 
make uſe thereof they underſtand better 
the importance of a point ofthe law,or of 
the Gofpell,the enormity of finne, or the 
excellency of redem prion, far better then 
the common people. That as they-have 
more trouble to be per{waded, ſo they have 
more objc&ions to be reſolved then thoſe 
which ſee not the difaculty thereof, but 
the perſwaſion being formed in them, po(- 
ſefles all thoſe advantages which I have re- 


lated 
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lated. And notwithſtanding it 15 not alto- 
gether univerſally true, that the learned 
are the more difficult to belt eve the truth, 
the converſion of an idiot proves often- 
times more painfull and troubleſome. A 
grofle ignorance incapable ro comprehend 
the caſie(t matter, is the mother ot ſtub- 
borneſſe ; nay more,of preſumprion the 
enemy of all knowledge : Many refuſe 1n- 
ſtruKion becauſe they believe chey have 
knowledge enough. So that under the ſha- 
doiy of Chriſtian liberty, an artificer cen- 
ſurcs what he underſtands not. 


WI) the learnel are ſubject to more dou ts 
then the ſ;mple people. 


E find an infinite number of per- 

ſons among the common people, 

who never doubt of any poinr of taith,nor 
of ay orher matter approved by te Or- 
rhoJoxall Church, whereas chat ordinari- 
'v the moſt knowing men are full of 
e040! 5, Now ts [rU2, ; that believing and 
doubting 
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doubting are a&s formally contrary : for 
diftruft (although many teach it) 15 not 
ef thecflence of faith, no more then vice 
isnot efſentiall to verrue,and every ſort of 
doubt is a teſtimony of our weaknefle, and 
a mark of ignorance.But it is cafteto judge 
from whence it comes that popular ſpirits 
are not ſubje&t ro ſo many doubts asthe 
great Theologians : For as thier ſight 
extends not it ſelf fo farre, ſo rhey ſeenot 
all the difficulties which the other diſco- 
ver in the ſtudy of Religion; as for thoſe 
who have never doubred of any point, it is 
of neceſſity that rhis great ſecurity of ſpt- 
rir proceeds from one of thoſe two cauſes 
cither of 2 perte& and tranſcendent faith, 
incompatible with all ſpecies of doubt, or 
from an cxtreame ſtupidity, which never 
comprehended the 1mportance of a do- 
Ctrine, nor ever ſounded the depth thereof. 
A man who hath alwayes had an abſolute 
and unvariable perſwaſion of all poinrs 
Ot Religion without any contradicting 
thought, muſt neceſſarily be either An an- 
gel or a beaſt. This Rupid; confidence de- 

cclves 
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ceives an infinity of ſouls, eſpecially in 
the perſonall application ot their beliefe, 
Many hold themſelves ſo affured of their 
ſalvation, that their ſpirit is incapable of 
doubting ; bur not chrough the excellency 
of fairh, which requires a more exa@t triall 
but through an exceſse of ſelf love ; from 
hence it comes to paſse they willingly be- 
lieve whatſoever makes forthcir advantage, 
Bur if they haveno pertinent reaſons, it is 
a moſt groſsc preſumption. 


OO — —_ 


CHAP. 9 


Of common proverbs 18 generall and of cer- 
tar maximes 14 favour of ignorance. 


HE vulgar people governe them- 

ſelves by certain maximcs eſteemed 
for oracles, but which are indeed as many 
approved crrouts, 

The proverbs which belong to Oecono- 
mie, exteriour policie, and to naturall 
prudence 1n the conduct of our lives, are | 
nothing to our purpoſe, there are ſome 
which touch Religion, that are held for 


aſſured 
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akured principalls which have nothing 
but an abuſive and fraudulent appearance; 
whoſoever would make the inventory 
ſhould diſcover a thouſand abſurdities.For 
all the proverbiall ſentences which are at 
this day in uſe, have not been ditated by 
the m@uth of the wiſe or from reaſon com- 
mon to all men or from unaverſall experi- 
ence. 

Ignorance hath brought forth many 
which are authoriſed onely by the credit of 
the multitude. And every man who de- 
ſires to underſtaud very well his Religion, 
ought to rake of theſe prejudicared pro- 
verbs, which at this time have courſe, ſuch 
arethe following maximes, to wit , That 
there's n0 ſin but with the will, which is falſe. 
Original! finne in little children, omiſi- 
ons proceeding from forgettulneſse, the 
firſt motions which are not in the rower \ 
of man, extravagant dreames, wandering 
and idle thoughts, doubtles, which trou- 
ble the ſpirir, are nor —_— and nor- 
withſtandingare ſtill finnes. diors ima- 
vinc that {1gne reſides not but 1n the will, 

not 
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not confiderjng that it hath its place in | 
the inc ſelf, bur this 1s to juſtifie 
that opinion which ſome hold that Jeno- 
rance is no ſinne, but when it is Volantary, 
Bur the Law,the rule ot our conceptions, 
obligerh. ignorancenamely that which is 
not voluntary to come vndcr the expiati- 
on and purgation of facrifices : which 
preſuppoſeth a fault, Jeſus Chriſt died as 
well for our ignorance as for our other 
ſinnes. The holy language when it ſpeaks 
of 2 (inner uſeth a terme, which figntfieth 
an ignorant,the high prieſt praycd for the 
1gnorants, that 15 he prayed for the fi naers. 
Thecye to wit,the underſtanding; is called 
evill although its malignity conſiſts in no- 
thing but -1n crrour, 
That it ts better to have piety then knon- 
ledee, Bur knowledge 25 the beſt part of 
piety : the new man 15 reneived in know- 
ledge : whatſoever any man may fy, an 
' zgnorant man can never be a good Chriſti- 
an all his verrues are none. Nay more,there 
is nothing ſo dangerous as an ignorant 


Zelot. 
That 
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That wehave knowledge enough, and that wo- 
thing is n4ting but the prafiice, but if any 
one believe he knows enough, as yet he 
knows nothing, ſeeing that he 1s ignorit of 
his own 1gnorace:if any oneſhould ask that 
man which is ſo perfe& in the NE 
of his Religion, from whence it proceeds 
that they fail ſo much in their praRticey 
they alleadge the corruption of their na- 
ture preſuppoſing that it lodgeth onely in 
the affe&tivs or in the wil.as 1t the intelleR 


were altogerher exempt : Nevertheleſle - 


if the eye of the ſoule, which is the under- 
ſtanding, if this eye were pure, all its 
ations would be full of light. It 1s true 
that the greateſt part of thoſe that com- 
mit evill know that it is unlawfull , but 
they believe ro find their good therein 
which 15a capital errour. A man who k1jls 
himſelf believes that death ts better to him 
then life ; the higheſt mover to finne 
will be alwayes found in, the falſeneſſe of 
the judgement, and in the nnjuſt perſwaſi- 
ons of the ſpirit, or becauſe we do not un- 
derſtand God rightly, but onely curſorily 

D under 
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under ſome generall notions, without de- | 
ſcending tothe ſpecies & circumſtices; or 
we underſtand without believing ir, Or we 
believe it but with ſo weak a faith, that it 
is caſily turned afide; Ir istrue that we 
/ have knowledge enough, to make us inex- 


cuſable, but never too much to make us 
'| betrer, 

That works of Charity are the moſt Viſible 
marks of a Chriftian. This maxime 1s re- 
pugnant ro experience z we cannot dif- 
cern a Chriſtian from a Jew by almsor a- 
Qions of benihcency, which the one may 
exerciſc as well asthe other, the firſt mark 
which makes a Chriſtian tobe known 1s 
the confeſſion of his faith, there is not a 
ſe& how deſperate ſocver, bur can furniſh 

| ſome examples of probity,temperance and 
| of all vertues, whatſoever. Many hereticks, 
have cover'd the foulnes of their errours by 
the ſplendour of their charitable life,if we 
muſt among ſo many congregations diffe- 
ring in doArine diſpute which is the moſt 
inocefit in reſpet of manners, the Ana- 
baptiſt would carry away the priſe. We ne- + 

ver 


5 wot obliged to learn any ing, but it 
/| muth as it conduces tohis ſatvation, This 
' | bold aſſertion carries not the mark of fin 
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ver yet granted to the Romare Catholicks 
that holineſſe of life was a mark of the true 
Church, and we do affirm that the impu- 
rityof their manners had been no lawtull 
cauſe of our ſeparation. That a Chriſte / 


obedience. Many believe themſelves to be 
very pious, becauſe rhey have a great de- 
firetobe happy, and the reaſon why they 
hearken to the Scripture is becauſe it may 
make them happy. Now it 1s moſt true 
that God hath made his word the conduit 
pipe of our ſalvation, but we ought not 
onely for this reſpe& to hearken to ir, bar 
in as much as it is the word of God to 
which we owe our attention although is 
were againſt our owne profit, Thoſe 
whoſe practice 1s otherwide are more a- 
morous of their own ſalvation then of 
their Saviour, and that their devotion 
proves but mercenary; But this maxime 
ſerves as a pretext to another errour; None 
dares abſolutely ſay that the Scripture 
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contains any thing but that it ſervesto (al- 
vation. Neverthelcfle beſides an infinitc 
number of hiſtories, all the genealogies, 
[ chronologics,erimologics of proper names 
deſcription of countries,and of buildings; 
 ceremoniall ordinances, propheticall em- 
blemes, the inwreathing of myſteries, and 
aiyers other picces of Scripture are ſuper- 
fluous 1n-the judgement of the Commu: 
nalty, becauſethey ſee not to what uſe ir 
ſerves towards their ſalvation ; He thar 
would raſc out all that ignorant men hold 
to be unprofitable muſt reduce the Bible 
to the fourth part of what it containes, 
| where as the Romiſh Church belicves 

they ought ro adde thereto. . 
That a Chriſtian ought to content him- 
ſelf with that which is [imply neceſSary to ſal- 
vation, which is as much to ſay that a 
man ought to know no more of Religion 
but juſt asmuch as will ſerve him to be ſa- 
ved, as if it were adangerous thing to un- 
derſtand roo well his ſalvation, for to have 
r00 many Torches tocondut him to hea- 
ven under colour that a little ſpark or a 
ſmoking 
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\moaking ſnuffe may give him ſufficient: * 
light, Lbelieve for certain rhat God hath y 
had mercy upon many Idiots, who never 
knew of what tribe our Lord deſcended 
according to the fleſh, nor of what fami- 
ly wasthe virgin Mary, nor whether A#- 
braham preceded Moſes.But this ignorance 
is not pardoned to all. A certain meaſure * 
of knowledge will be ſufficient ro ſave 
one, which will not ſuffice for the ſalva- + 
tion of another ; More belongs ts a 'Do-" 
Aor inTheologie then to a lay man;zto him*! 
that ſits in rhechaireof the Prophets, then 
him that fitsar their footſtool . to a man” 
that hath lived forty years in the Church, 
then to an American or another proſelyte' 
who ncver heard ſpeak of Jeſus Chriſt, but 
at the houre of his dearth. 

That a C briſtian hath not need of much 
knowledge for to be ſaved. It 15 a favourable 
prejudication to thoſe who are negligent 
bur moſt dangerous in matrers of ſuch 
conſequence ; It man knew how difhcule 
It were tO be ſaved he would never thinke 
the gate of heaven ſo large that theblinde 
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might paſſe through without knowing of 
it, af there be any thing in which agllicy, 
dexterity, skill, knowledge are requiſite it 
is in this point. It belongs to none bur 
thoſe which are wiſe toobtain the king- 
dome of heaven. 

It is true the goodnefle of God faves an 
infinity of ſimple Idiots inlighrned onely 
with ſome glimmering of his knowledge, 
but it is moſt ſure that many of them re- 
ceive it in a greater meaſure 1n the laſt 
moment of their lives ; for this light may 
come at Once, as a lightning which paſſes 
from the Eaſt ro the Weſt, and diſcovers 
| in-a wink both the length, and the large- 
neſle , and the depth of many doftrines 
4 which be could never have fo well compre- 

hended , though he ſhould have udied 30 

ears.One only night at the foot of Facobs 
'Jadder will makc him ſce more miſerics 

hen a multicude of clear and bright ſhi- 
ing dayecs In a well furniſhed library. The 
thief learnt moreTheology hanging by Je- 
| ſus in a quarter of an houre then many 
| great Doctours have gotten all their life. I 
ſtop 
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ſtop not at thoſe ſpeculations which they 
alledge upon this queſtion from whence it 
proceeds, that ſomerimes one hath feene 
—_ being on their bed of death with 

eliberate judgement diſcourſe of the 
higheſt points of faith with as much depth 
and in as good tearmes as the moſt accom- 
pliſht Theologians z Whether it be thac 
the ſoul being as it were half looſed from 
the body, begins as then to ſoare aloft,and 
to diſcover that it never {aw before, or that 
it being illuminated with a greater light, 
it perceives what it had never before learn- 
ed ; I leave thedeciſfion thereof. But this 
grace is not common, nor doth it autho» 
riſe a voluntary ignorance nor the pratice 
of the common people, whoſe knowledge 
is at this day reduced to the onely rudi- 
ments of faith. Nor the carelesneſſe, nor 
the inſufficiency of many preachers who 
never give any thing but milk to their au* 
ditors under pretext that it isthe word of 
God, for tokeep them in perpetuall infan- 
ey and far from perteQion. | 
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Divinity reduced intoa Verball ſcrence a- 
bundance of tearmes , as nell ſcholaſtick 
as Oratorian: A difference in this re- 
ſpe amongſt the Scrences : an objeftion 
touching the ſtile of the Scripture, 


LASER N theſe times a man is held 
for learned, although he 
* knows many words, al- 
though in effect he knows 
very little of the ſubſtance; 
rhe knowledge of many which are reputed 
for learned, conſiſts rather in tearmes then 
in reality ; A colletion of words heaped 
up in the braine tothe bignefle of a moun- 
rain, contains oft rimes but an atome, the 
production whereof 15 ridiculous : they 
arcſo multiplied, by a abour full of vani- 
ty, that there 15 more time ſpent in lear- 

ning 
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; | ning the tearms then the thing it ſelf, and in 
the ead of our ftudies its found:we know 
a quantiry of words, bur ſcarce :any ſub- 
ſtantiall matrers, if one ſhouid gather all 
the tearms which are naturaliſed in The- 
ologie and the divers fences of each one 
of them ;he would make a diftionary 
whoſe. volume would ſurpaſle: foure Bi- 
bles. If there be any thing in which our 

| knowledge is ſtraightened in narrow 
bounds it is the myſtery of the Trinity, 
all which men can ſay inſubſtance 1s redu- 
ced into very few words. Nevertheleſſe 
beſides the tearmsof Eſſentiall, Perſonall, 
Conſubſtanrtiall and others whole intro- 
duction hath been made neceſſary by the 
importunity of hereſies we heare ſpoken 
of, Ativeand Paſſive Generatiov, like- 
wiſe of Active and Paſhve Spiratio and 
Proceſhon of cmperichoriſic. of abſolute 
properties, and relative properties, of A- 
geneſ1a, Or ingenerability of works, exter- 
nall, aud of works internall, of divided amd 
undivided opcrations of rcall ang,modall 
diſtintions.of a diftinftion CharaReriſti- 

call 
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call of the ſuppoſed ſuppoſitive and Apo/; 
teſmes, ſuppotitions, The principles attri- yi 
butes ſubſtantiall & Occonomicall atrri- | 
bates, theEndiathetick, & the word Pro: p 
phoric,reflexively,a produQtion by the way 4 
ofthe intelleR, and by the way of the will/ | 
a produRion Phyficall andMetaphy ſicall, 
& Hyperphyſtcall, Nottonall aQs; the ab» { 
fira& & the Concret. The Miſton taken 
Actively, and the Miſhon taken Paſſively; x, 
the communication of Idiomes and an it- t 
finity of other words many of which are 1; 
\ not altogether unprofitable, but the multi R 
{ tudeof them ſhews our knowledge to be x 
more verball then Reall. One of x 2 high c 
eſt points of our knowledge conſiſts in dir 
ftintions ; Now it 1s moſt certain, that 
there is more diſtin&ivn of termes,then of 
things themſelves, the onely word of faith c 
is taken in fo ws mus, J_ t 
that it requires a great deal of ſtudy. This 4 
knowledge 1s neceflary to a Theologian, þ 
bur ceafilcting itin it ſelf,it gives at no & / 
ther quality but the knowledge of diſtin 
guiſbing of ſyllables, likethoſe who _ | 
a 
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0-211 rhe differences, names of a plant, and 
ri-yet are ignorant of the veriucs thereof. In 
ri-che mean while we ſee ſome who will dif- 

0 play a conception as a rare and miſerious * 
ay doarine which in the depth contaius noo- | 
ill, cher skill,but the clearing of an ambiguous 

11 word, the ſurpluſage being nothing, but 

b- ſome triviall matter. 

& Now befides the multirude of termes al- 

ly; ready received, and as yet remain, in caſe 

It- they each day invent new ones, ſo that the 

re: language of Canaan hath the leaſt part in 

tr Religion : and if Saint Pav/ ſhould again 

be return into the world ſcarce would hebe | 
1 capable ro be received Door in Theolo- | 
dr gy for want of having ſtudied Thomas A- ) 
ut quiz.s, for the points of Religion have 0» 
of ther names then thoſe by which they were 
th. called in his time, and for one name that 
1s they then had there,they give them a hun- 
1 dred at this day, beſides thoſe which they / 
0, havegiven to new matters, which all the 
& Apoſtles never knew. | 

0N" The Common people think that knows 
w ledgeconſifts in theabund ance of words, 
all although 
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although that twenty different words ſig-\" 
nific but the ſame rhing, an ignorant fel-/ 
tow thinks he knows "much becauſe he 
knows many ſynonimies; This crror ought 
to be attribnred either ro the 1gnorance or 
to the negligence of many Preachers and 
compoſers of books, f fertill in words, bar 
ren in ſubſtance, whole inſtructions art 
more verball rhen do&rinall. The art to 
amplificadiſcourſe, throngh a di verſity of 
words and phraſes equivolent in ſence and 
gildedover ſometimes with interrogarion; 
ſometimes with Allegorics , ſometimes 
with Apoſtrophes, with Proſopopeia's S; 
theſe circumlocutions would not be im: 
pertinent if they alwayes brought alone 
with them ſome new reality, which ſhould 
not onely augment the diſcourſe, bur alſo 
the Subje&t ind matter thereof, otherwiſe 
to produce one onely conception ſtretched 
out in words as if it were acw matter un- 
dercolour that they repreſent it in divers 
veſtes and diffcrent poſtures,it 15 a cunning 

more.ft for a ftage then a Pulpit. 
- Theſe Retoricall amplifications are ad- 
e's 3:6 mitted 
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mitred into ſome certain ſciences, in o- 
thers they are altogether unprofitable. 
Phylick hath nothing to do therewith, net- 
ther in reſpe& of the Theory, nor of the 
ractice, The Mathematicks ſuffer itnots 
it would be ridiculous to demonſtrate the 
proportion of the diameter, rothe circum* 
ference, or the Roots of the numbers, in 
Panegyricks, and Rethoricall declamatt- 
ons; The Theologian and the Lawyer one- 
ly employ them, the reaſons 15 that the end 
of thele rwo proteſſons 15 not onely to in- 
ſtrut and to inform the judgement of the 
auditors, but alſo to movertheir affeftions 
ro what elſe ſerves the ornament, and rhe 
copiouſnefle of a language 5 but Theolo« 
gy is not onely tomove the affections (as 
wnorant men ſuppoſe } The firſt vertue 
of a Chriſtian conſiſts in the knowledge 
of God and of his works. Knowledge 
whichycannot be but onely 1n the inrelle&t 
which.is inſtruſted by proofs,and reall and 
aire demonſtrations not by the windings 
and turnings of words, or ex1ggerating of 
things, which ofrener clouds the truth, 

more 


F (56) | 
more then it enlighreneth, it enl. hrens if 
But one may obje& that the Scriptue 
it ſelf is not every where logicall in all it 
parts, for it not onely reaches by axiome 
or univerſall rules, by conciſe diſtinRion 
or ſimple Propoſitions, but alſo by pre 
miſes and threatnings,by examples exrend 
ed ro the length by ordinary fimilitude 
by diverſity of paraphraſes and frequen 
repetitions: to whichwe anſwer the Scrip 
ture ought to be explained, and not tt 
be made more intricate, that the amplih: 
cations, metaphors and compariſons it 
which the Scripture extends it ſelf, na) 
the very repetitions , and that whic 
is moſt verball in it, are full of r& 
- =} of which we ſhall give ſome exams 
ples. 
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Cuay. 2. 


The matters of the Scripture made terball 
by the ignorant, the ſolidity of its ſtile, 
myſteries turned into Retoricall figures, 


O ſay the ſame thing in divers 

] tearmes, and in a multitude of 

+ words is a repetition which may 
ſerve to refreſh the memory, or to move 
the affections, bur brings no new thing to 
the intelle&. The ignorant deceive them- 
ſelves, if they believe that the repetitions 
which arc in the Scripture are of no other 
quality but Grammaticall or Retoricall z 
when the Scripture repeats aty point,this 
repetition declares ſomething elſe more 
then it had ſaid the firſt time. In one and 
the ſame paſſage the repetition of the 
ſame word is not alwayes a Pleonaſme, 
for to give an Emphaſis to the diſcourſe,or 
roinculcate that which had already been 
{poken, tothe end that it ſhould be the ber- 
ter remembred. The repetitions of the 
Scripture alwayes bring ſome addition, 
and teymes which ſeem 5ynonimies have 
ſometimes 


(53) 
ſometimes different ſignifications. The | 
twelve Patriarks arecalled co the Teita- 
tent of rheir father in rheſe termes, Come 
together ye chillren of ſacob,bearkes; to Iſr a+ 
el your father. Theſe words contain in ap- 


arancea ſupertiuous raurologic. For it 
RR it was cnough to have called rhem 


children of Jacob wirkour adding rhat If 
rael was their father, {ccing that Facob and 
Iſrael was one and the ſame perſon. Bur as 
one of theſe two names was a majeſtick 
exle-that God had conferred upon his per- 
fon, and the other was rather a mark of re- 
ach. The Parriarks are called children 

of Facobto the end rhey ſhould remember 
their low extraction, and to take notice 
that their father ſpak ro them in quality of 
Iſrael, A Prince with God, whoſe words 
were nothing bur oracles. Theſe two 
names having been tranſmitted tothe in- 
tire body of his poſterity are very ofren 
joyned rogether tor to denoate on, and the 
{ame people. They ſhall teach ((a1d Adoſes) 
judoements to Jacob ard thy law to Iſ- 
raell, that is they ſhall teach the peo- 
ple 
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ple weak in faith , compreherided under 
the name of Facob and the moſt eminent 
repreſented under the ritle of 1ſrae/, in the 
ſame fort as Chriſt recommended unto 
Peter, the feeding n0t onely of bis lambs, but 
alſo of bis ſheep. The vulgar people know 
no difference berween L awes, Ordinaxces, 
and Judgements, betwixt Commandements 
and Statutes, tearmes which are oft rimes 
joyned in one and the ſame ou e, bur 
are very different in their {1gnification 
which the ignorant ordinarily confound'z 
the two dreames of Pharaoh were but one 
and the ſame, and ir ſeerins as if the ſecond 
were ({uperflous,ſeeing that it {aid nothing 
in ſubſtance which had not been ſpoken 
in the firſt. Bur beſides the diverſity of fi- 
gurs produced in theſe two dreams whi 
reacheth diverſity of circumſtances 

this differency of ſhapes, he who was the 
interpreter marks this repetition, as devo- 
ting ſomething more, then as if the dream 
had come but once. It imports gauch tg 
know how often one thing hath been re- 


peated in the ſame place of the Scripture 
E withour 


( 65) | 
withour diſputing iftheſe words of Hie- | 
remy, Say not the temple of the Lord, the 
tommple of the L ord, the temple of the Lordad- 
vertiſed the Jewes not to hope for a third 
temple. It 1s certain that the number of 
reiterat ionsis ofrentimes miſterious. If $, 
Fever had remembred that he had denied 
/ His Maſter, thrice he would have wondred 


; why our Lord ſaid unto him thrice /oveſt 

thos me. In Ezekiel 28. God ſaid to the 

King of Tire. All the precious ſtones covered 
thee, The C arbuncle,the Topaz, the Diamond 
the Berell,the S ardontx,the Jaſper, the S ap- 
phir, theChriſblite, and the Emeraud theu 
walkeſt amongſt the procious ſtones: Many do 
tor fee in thes diſcourſe any thing but a re- 

| thoricall deſcription, enlarged by the am- 
p'ificariotz of magnificent words, wi* one 
word ſcemingly means nothing elſe but 

| {farthis Prince was rich, and opulent. Bat | 

| whoſoever will remember that all theſe 

| preciousftones had place inthe breaſtplare 

\. ofthe High Prieſt; that each dneofthem 
carried the name of a Tribe, that-one of 
the Predeceffors of this King of Tire had 


had 
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had part in the glory of theſe Tribes, by 
the honour that God did him to accept his 
materialls. and his workmen for the fa- 
brick of the Temple. Wohoſoever ay, 1 
will fixedly regard theſe precious ſtones, 
will find that they contain farre greater 
lights then rhe Luſtre of a verball ampli- 
fication, and ſome reaſon may begiven, 
why that two or three, of theſe tribes are 
omitted in this deſcription of Ezechiel. If 
this ſence be obſcure in this paſſage cer- 
tainly ir is evident in the foundations of 
the celeſtiall Jeruſalem, painted our in the 
21 of the Apocalips, which being repre- 
ſented in divers forts of precious ones, 
differing in their ſpecies diſtinguiſhed by 
their names, Placed cach one in his proper 
rank and reduced ro a certain number 
which neither ſuffers Addition, nor ſub- 
tration cannet be taken onely tor a heap- 
ing together of words of amplification, 
the allufonof them to the twelve ſtones 
in the peorall is altogether manifeſt, and 
the ranging of them altogether different 
from the order which Afoſes gave them 

E 2 produces 
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produces a myſticall refle&ion of many 
high myſteries, both inthe one, and the 
other Teſtament; we might make an inft- 
nite of paſſages to this purpoſe. But al- 
though in many of them we find not al- 
wayes the truc ſubſtance of the fruit the 
Scripture hides under this abundance of 
flowers, it is there notwithſtanding and 
teſtifies the ſottiſh vanity of ſo many 
commentarors which rhink they have di- 
ved to the bottome of the Ark; when af- 
ter a curious ſearch they find there an Em- 
afis of the Grammar or an Epiſtrophe, as 


ifa figure of Rethorick were a myſtery of 
Theologic. 
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CHAP. 7: 


The eſſence of Chri tianity annihilated ty 
the maximes of the Vulgar, who reduce 
Religion tnto morality, which is the moſt 
excellent and moſt neceſſary doirine of 
Religion. A difference between the me- 
thod of Philoſophers and the order that 
Theologte ſets forth in the tnſtrufiion of 
manners, 


HE common people holds that 

all Religion conſiſts in practice or 
in works ; that all Chrifianity lies in the 
docrine of good works,or at leaſt that this 
dofrine of good manners is the principal 
part and the tundation of Religion. Theſe 
maximes are very pleaſing, whereupon 
they repreſent faith, the rongues know- 
ledge, propheſie, as unprofitable qualities 
without Charity. The greateſt idiots are 
grcateſt Orators in this point and ſet 
torth excellently the praiſe of good works 
which indeed cannot be roo much com- 
mended : But yet it is a greatererrorthen 


E 3 they 
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think of, to imagine Religion to be one» 
ly a doftrine of manners, whereupon we 
muſt mark theſe following pofirions. 

r The docrine of Religion hath two 
pars, the firſt ſhews what God hath done 
for man, the other teacheth what man 
ought to do for God, the firſt compre- 
hends, after the con aderation of the ef- 
ſence of God and of his perfe&ions the 
intire Oeconomy of his works in nature, 
in grace, and 1n glory. The ſecond deline- 
ares all Chriſtian vertues, as well intelle- 
@uall as Morall. 

2 This firſt part is the true and princi- 
pall Character which diſtinguiſheth chri- 
ſtians from all others: For there is no falſe 
Religion whatſoever, but teacheth many 
excellent morallitics; but to teach what 
God hath done for us eſpecially in the 
| work of our redemption is a do@rine 
| which is notto be found, but in the Chri- 
' ſian Religion. 

3 The true efſenceof Chriſtianity, ly- 
eth in this part, for all other Religions 
reach falvarion by the work of man to- 

wards 
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wards God bur ours teacheth this ſalvation 
252 work of God towards man. 

4 Ignorant mea think that Religion 15 
nothing bur a Law, and fo confound the 
difference between the Law and the Gof- 
pell and fo annihilate Chriſtianity ir ſelf. 

5 The greateft corruption which ever 
came into the Church began by thoſe 
maximes, which commended morall do- 
Arine, as being the whole ſubſtance of re- 
ligion, for ſo it came to paſſe, that finally 
Chriſtianity was reduced into morality ; 
if one will mark the conſequences of ma- 
ny opinions newly introduced , he will 
fad tor all ſhoot at this mark. 

& Its an impiety to affirm that the do- 
Arine of works 15 the foundation of Reli- 
gion, or at leaſt it is ſpoken very inconſi- 
derately. For falvation which 1s the true 
fubje& of Religion, is grounded upon that 
good which God doth ro us, not upon the 
200d which we do, from whence this re- 
fulr doth proceed, that the fundamentall 
doArine of Chriſtianity is not that which 
reacherh us good manners, but to the cog» 
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_— part which wecall morrall hath 
his foundarion upon the firſt. 

7 Then it is but a raſh afſertion to 
maintain that that dorige which ſpeaks 
of manners, isrhe moſt excellent part of 
Religion.For if the nobleneſle of a (cience 
depends upon the excellency of a ſubject 
without diſpute that part which concerns 
God and his works, 15 more ſublime and 
elevated then that which handles the 
*works of man ; nay more this ſecond part 
cannot have any place, but as a conſe- 
quence of rhe other ; all Chriſtian vertues 
are effes of ſantifixation which is a 
work of God. 

$ But they do alledge that Morall 
doarine is moſt neceſſary, and that they 
ought more to in{1 ſt upon thar, then upon 
the firſt. To which we anſwer, that the 
Gr part is that which givesthe eſſence to 
the other, and 1s the ſource and premum 
mobileto all vertue, 'Tis ir which turniſh- 
etch us with lights, without which all our 
morality would be dark and heathenith, 


And though rhis ſhould not be, it _ 
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be agreat crror to believe that it were &- 
nough for a good Chriſtian to be a good 
moraliſt; ro the inſtruction of Chriſti- 
ans Religion hold a contrary method to 
that which is uſed in Philoſophy z for it is 
all one to Philoſophers, whether they teach 
the practicall ſciences before the contem- 
plative,foraſmuch as that morality or pol- 
liticks do not borrow thetr principalls 
from Mathematicks, or Phiſick. But in 
Religion, Theologick vertnes whigh rule 
all others, cannot be extended without a 
foreknowledge of their objet, Now this 
obje&t which 1s God himſelf is nor known 
but by his works,ſo that a Chriſtian oughe 
ro know what God hath done for him, be- 
fore he can underſtid whar he ought todo 
for God, The Lavw it ſelf in the frontiſpice 
of the Decalogue before rhat it ſpeaks of 
our duty towards God teacheth us what 
heis, and what he hath done for us. Fi- 
nally it is to be confider's that themoſt ne- 
ceſlary part of religion 15 that which han- 
dles the cauſes of our ſalvatis, as 15 theper- 
on & office of Chriſt our juſtihcation, & 

now 
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Now theſe points ate not morrall do! B 
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why commer people Iotes not rather to be in 
firafled in manners, then in ary other point 
of religian. Every one bath x natarall & 


nate le furadbybirnerter. 
morall is more pleaſing to the 


T == pevple, and a better care 


given thereto then the © other. The reaſon 
—_—_— rules of good man 
principalls of vertue, are na- 

——— m2 nh blockiſh. From 
thenceit comes tv paſſe, that this kind of 
doarine pleaſerh them, 25 being in part na- 
2nd becauſe of its facility ; ; For an 

Ivor hath no prezr paine ro comprehend 
that he onghit rorender to each one what 
ms —_—— : and thar one onghr to 
off aMiRed, andother 
wade intelligible. 
Bur 


is part of Relrgron which we cal 
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But che other matters becauſe they are for 
the moſt part ſupernatural! and miſtert- 

ous, find nor fo favourable an atrention 

in the Auditors z Behold yet more which 
we haveto marke; which 1s a naturall pres 
judicate opinion in man, when one ſpeaks 
of the obtaining of ſalvation, they thinke 
incontinently on works, as the true cauſe 
which ought produce that effe&; The Jews 
taking it for grantcd, askes not our Lord 

but upon the quality of workes, John 6 28. 
Allthe men ot the world except Chriſtt- 
ans build upon their workes, they not be- 
ing able tv imagine any other merrir for 
to be ſaved. 

Now this principall is naturall, as ha- 
ving been ingraffed in rhe heart of man e- 
vcr fince hiscreation, ro wit,that he ſhould 
have eternall life by his workes ; VVhich 
was true 1n the cſtate of innocencie, for 
Workes would have produced this effect 
if man had not loſt his forces. Now hee 
[eaves as yet on this principall, the impreſ- 
fron whereof he hath retained, althongh 
that his tall having broken all his bones, 

ſhewes 


(79) | 
ſhewes him that his pretenſions are but! 
vaine, From this fountaine proceeds not a 
only the opinions which ncibus the efh- j 
cacy of ſalvation to workes, but alſo the x 
maximesot the common people, who ac- t 
knowledging the impuiſſance of workes in | 
this regard; nevertheleſle ſo highly elevate | 
the dignity of them, that hee thinkes that 
the preaching modeſty in cloathes is 2 
more excellent do&rine, then to teach 
them allthe miſteries of the Goſpell, 
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The Scripture made abſurd by vulgar, and 
by thoſe Preachers who turne it into mo- 
rality. Popular vertues. 


Hat the common people ſeckes 
principally in the Scripture 1s 
ſome morrall inſtruction, certainly neceſ- 
fary beyond what is ſpoken. Bur many 
beleeving that the Scripture ought not 70 
containe any other thing, reduce it all in 
to morality,namcly the Hiſtories in which 

they 
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but! they conſider no other ſubjeR, but the ex 


amples either of vice, or of vertue. This 
ignorance which turnes the moſt elevated 
miſteries into ſimple morall precepts in- 
troduceth a thouſand abſurdities in the 
Scripture, in which we meet with divers 
narrations, which if taken only morrally, 
would be found very impertinent, The 
bargaine made between Lea and Rachel, 
Gen,z0,14.the contention betweene Sars 
and Hagar,the childiſh ſtrife betwixt 1ſaac 
and Iſmael, if we bring no other concep- 
tions then thoſe of the vulgar, theſe mat- 
ters would be both frivolous and ridicu- 
lous ; certainly, theſe hiſtories carry a dee- 
per ſence. And S.Paul,Gal.4.24.) findin 
m theſe rwo laſt the Image of the mo 
important truths which are in religion 
which ſhewes that the intention of rhe ho- 
ly Ghoſt was cleare otherwiſe then only 
to paint forth ſimple moralities. 
More faulry is as yet the ſtile of an in- 
—_ _ ay nem WLO _— 
k le the Scripture well, 
that they diſguiſe all in Tropss If rhey 
bandle 
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handle the miraculous healing of the le- 
, all their diſcourſe will be of the 
pirituall Leprofie ; If of the refurreRi- 
on of one dead, they will ſpeake only of 

eneration ; turning theſe hiſtories out 
al their naturall ſence,and omitting in the 
meane time the conſiderations which they 
furniſh us to the true underſtanding of 
the place; Truly, its permittcd to draw an 
inſtru&tion for manners from an article of 
the faith ; but it is a great folly ro lay hold 
of the concoummitant of a ſubjeR, in ſtead 
of the principall, and make the body of 
their diſcourſe thereof. When any will 
expreſly handle a morall dodrine the 
Scripture abounds in forn:all paſſages for 
ch matters, otherwiſe hee thould bath 
mock them, and his auditors to preach the 
decalogue in interpreting the Symbole, 
But it 13caſfier for the ignorarit to preach 
morality, then to handle a point more mi- 
terious, oaly for to bring it forth after 
their ordinary faſhion in groſſe equipage, 
and under triviall reaſons; For to handle 
warthily 2 doctrine of manners one ought 


ro 
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ro have proviſion of rare matrers and con- 
ceptions , elevated above the common, 
which belongs not bur to a profound The- 
ologian. The vulgar knowes the vertues 
Cents Po- 
ety abounds (o in certaine as that 


nal rs ache on all "Many 
a this day is on ao alnes; May 


love rather to es oe qrodkerey: oo 
to convert an Idolater ir be 2 

ter worke of charity toſave one ſoule, 
then to feed a hundred thouſand bellies. 
Otherwiſe a man who had founded Hoſpi- 
talls, hould have done a farre more excel- 
lent worke then all the labows of the 
Apoſtles. 


Fay) {59 
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Cas. V4 


Touching curioſities, Raſh queſtions of ow | 


which are returned from the dead : Of the 
Drvell who exhorted to repentance : Of 
the knowledge of evil. 


An never ſaw the creation of any 
thing:when God would forme Etze, 
hemade Adam (leep; So likewiſe he hath 
reſerved to himſelfe the judgement of three 
points ; 1.of his councells; 2.of Scripture, 
2.0f conſ{ciences. To inquire of the Son, 
proceeds of rhe Father, as of the IntelleR, 
and the holy Ghoſt as of the will. What 
had been the poſterity of Adam, if he had 
not falne, and if in this cafe the Sonne of 
God would have cloathed himſelfe with 
our fleſh ; or if the ſacred body of Jeſus 
Chriſt was perfe&ly organified from the 
firſt moment of his conception, if God 
could not have ſaved man by any other 
meanes, then by the death of his Sonne, 
And whether ſeſus Chriſt by his ſufferan- 
ces hath merited his proper — 
ides 


e 
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| fidesour ſalvation ; are moſt raſh curio- 
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firtes, 
If any one (ſhould riſe againe from the 
dead, our curiofiry would aske him a thou- 
ſand queſtions, bur I marke that of all 
thoſe who ever rife againe, not-one ( 
our Lord ) is introduced, ſpeaking in t 
Scripture, except we put into thisranke, 
es and El:as in the transfigurati 
which neverthelefſe ſpake not but of the 
dearh of Jeſus Chrift, Though a man 
ſhould come from heaven, hee could nor 
name the things which he had ſcene or un- 
derſto0d,becauſe that it never having moii- 
ted into the thought of man, they could 
not impoſe names thereto. So that thoſe 
things could nor be declared but in rearms, 
theſence whereof would be unknown unto 
us, they are words uneffable, which man 
cannot pronounce,and ought noe to affeR . 
If thedead ought to be our inftruRors, the 
ſpirit of error would eaſily counterfeit 
them, and under this pretext would aurho- 
riſe his impoſtures. The Scripture of all 
the damned names, but only Jade, and 
F 


would 
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would not expreſſe the name,the evill rich, 
But many ſpirits whichthey pretend to be 
returned from rhe other world particulz 
riſe by names and ſurnames the ſoutes the 
have ſeen in hell. For the vulgar preſup 
poſe that they know one another, and tha 
the Devil! knows all that are within hi 
bottomles pit. Upon this imagination the 
Exorciſts believing they have the power tc 
make him tell nothing but truth, and in 
quire of curious things, taking pleaſurete 
make him talk ; whereas Jeſus Chriſt ne 
ver made him {peak but once, impoſing (t 
lence vpon rhem in all other deliverance 
of thoſe, out of whom he had caſt the De 
vils. Namely, ir 15 not long fince the De 
vil preached repentance by the mouth 
ſome, which were poſſeſſed, his word 
have been gathered and publiſhed in ; 
groſſe volume by men bearing the ritle0! 
approved theologians which have alledges 
then for 2 very perſwaſive argument of 7 
niendment of life, ſhowing that the De 
vil who took upon him this office ws 
ſent by God to convert men, ſceing tha 
the 


(77) op 
the other wayes were unprofitable, fatre 
from repulſing the impudency of this 
adverſary, who ſpeaks not of piety but by 
mockery, or for to render it ſuſpeQed be- 
cauſe of which when he would have ſpoken 
in favour of che truth, our Lord made him 
alwaycs hold his peace. 

All unlawfu!l curiofirics have relation 
unto two heads, whoſe inquifirion is for- 
bidden us, to wit the hight of heaven and 
thedepth of hell. : 

The Scripture praiſetkh thole who ha 
not known the depths of Satan. A roo (x- 
at knowledge of evill offends the ſpirit, 
and a man well skilled in malice alt 
that it but in Theory will ever now and 
then give a taſt thereof z The diligence of 
Caſuiſts ro examine all the ſpecies of ſins 
namely thoſe whole onely name ſtrikes a 
horror to our cares hath been a pernijous 
labour,more capable to deſtroy good magn- 
ners, then to inſtruR the conſciences. 
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CHADP. 7. 
Wherefore S cholaftick Theologie was 11Vented 


awd bow it was eftabliſbed : with « cor 
trary ſucceſve. 


I Hree things have made Scholafticall 
c 


Theology to be cried down,ſetting a- 
ide the impurity, des dogmes Of their opi- 
nions, with which it is ſtuffed. 

x The multitude of Philoſophicall mat- 
ters. a The vain curiofitie of queſtions, 
the barbarouſneſſe of the language ; the 
iatention of rhoſe who built it was to keep 
the key of knowledge among themſelyes, 
and to hinder the common people from 
entering therein, and to take from them 
the knowledge of Theologie, to this effe& 
they ſtopt the gap with thorns, and made 
the paſſage difficult. Firſt mingling Philo- 
phy therewith, nay all the moſt (ubtil ſpe- 
culations of Metaphyficks, then reduct 
the whole Chriſtian docrine into high 
and tickliſh queſtions. which rhe vulgar 
gcither durſt nor could approach, and fi- 

nally 
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| nally inventing a certain canting of 
firange and unexplicable/words as the Phy- 
« ficians having their tcarmes and Chara» 
» KGersnot to be underſtood, but onely by 
thoſe of the ſame profcfhon. 
Now this Theologic begins to be intro= 
ll, ducedamongſt us, the principall matters 
&+ which they handlcat this time, arethe di- 
tl vinedecrecs, with all rheir conſequences. 
There be thoſe which find the depth of the 
t- higheſt ſecrets of GoJ;znothing 1sunknown 
3 untothem neither in heaven nor hell, and 
e their mouths bring forth words uneffable 
» which rhemſelves underſtand not : For 
Ss, theſenew ſtuffes ſtill have new names,and 
m itistobe feared in the end leaſt all rhe do- 
mn Qrineof Religion ſhould again turn Scho» 
z Jaſtick, But this Meramorphofis hath not 
e the ſame ſucceſſe which it had in times 
>» paſt forthe ancient Scolaftick theology be- 
> Ing invented for to keepthe people in a ſtu- 
pid filence held it ſelf in the compaſſe of 
the cloyſters, and of the univerſities ; bat 
r theModern have lecapr into the Pulpit of 
the Chnrches, from thenceto the market 
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Places, to the ſhops tothe tables, and into | 
the brains of thecomon people,to fill them 
with (cruples, cries, and contentious dif- 
pures, and romake them fight for a ſubje& 
which for tlc moſt part they uuderſtand 
nor, 
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CHAP.8. 


The boldaeſte of the wulpar, the laſt Chriſti: 
ans ought to know more then the fir(t. The 
modern Church ouzbt to be called ancient, 


H A T which we bave ſpcken ju- 

| ſtifics nor the remerity of 12norant 
men, who preſently condemne ail 
matters Or queſtions which ſurpaſle their 
capacity. The vulgar are wondertully bold 
to rejet as curious cach doftrine which 
they underſtznd nor or they judge it un- 
profitable, under colour that they do not 
comprchend the 1mporrance thereof, or 
they accuſe it of novelty, becauſethey ne- 
ver heard of it: betore we give examples 
thereof we (hall produce ſome obſcrvatt- 
ONs 
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ons, Our age is reputed worſe then the: 
precedent. It this complaintbeasrrue as it 
15 common, ct thofe judge who will com-: 
pare the ancient and the modern occur» 
rences, Certainly in one point our age: 
ſurpaſſeth others, and in the ſarhe reſpeR 
poſterity will ſorpaſſeour ſelves, eſpecial-= 
ly in the knowledge of maniy-things un" 
known to the ages paſt, a knowledge which 
facilitates the Scriptures in divers matters 
which our forefathers fafreen :ages: paſt 
could never fiad tho antcll1igenoeotlerting 
alide the diſcovery of the riew woeld,and a 
thouſand other wotders which, have hape 
pened (ſince rhem,many” Prophatress have 
been dark unto them, which ar this day are 
as cleare as the ſun : for their accomplith- 
ment hath diſhpated rhe obſcuriry and 
knowledge hath mulriplicd from time to 
time according to the meaſure that the 
lamb hath opcned the ſcales of his oracles, 
The name of antiquiry hath abuſed ma- 
ny, the Chtrch which was then and which 
is at this day arc but ancuniverſall Church 
in reſpect of time, the difference pos 
F 4 makes 


($2) 


makes us to diftinguiſh into two,calling it 


the ancient ant the new, but by tranſpoſi- 
tion of names, for we call it ancient, conſi- 
ing it in the firſt ages, in which it was 

new, to the contrary, we qualifie 
it new,in this time in which it ought tobe 
called aticient,as having obtain'd to a grea- 
ter agqnotwithſtanding taking Antiquity 
m che ordinary ſence, it may teach vs very 


much, principally for hiſtorie, and mat- ' 


ters which conſiſt in ation. But a5 by this 
meanes we may know that which our 
forefathers have known, we have moreover 
this advanrage,that we know many things 
which were unktiown to ther. 
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Concerning that Maxime; That we cannot 
ſay any thing but what hath been already 


ſpoken. 
Ti popular opinion ſerves for a 


pretext of ignorance, and of care- 
leſnefle ro many men. They would 


' be much troubled if one ſhould aske them 


if this maxime had been alwayes true e- 
ver ſince the beginning of the world, for 
then it- would follow, that whatſoever 
came fince the firſt man ſhould have beene 
ſpoken before, and ſo of neceffitie that .4- 
dam had ſpoken of D avid, of Moſes, and 
Solomon, of Pilate, and of the Romans of 
Conſt antine the great, and of Charlemazrne. 
If this axiome hath nor been alwaics true 
in what time began it then to be ; when all 
things hath been made an end ro be ſpoken 
who made up the cloſure; but certainly 
the afſerrion hath not been alwaies true 
not in Philoſophie ro whom nature and 
experience have diſcovered from time to 
time 


(34) 


time many things unknowne to antiquity,} | 


Nor in Phyſick, which hath ſeen new di- 
ſeaſes produced, and hath found out new 
remedies ; Not in the Politicall ſciencer9 
whom occurrences have ſuggeſted lawe 
unthought of by rhe Ancients. Not it 
Marthematicks, which have produced new 
inventionsunknown to our Fathers. Not 


in Hiſtory which each day is inlarged,and, 


will never faile to find new ſubjeRs. Not 
in Mechannick arts, many of which have 
been 1nvenred in this laſt time, and-the © 
thers ſtill produce ſome new artifice Ec- 
clefiaſts, which they alleage to the contrr 
ry, ſpeakes only of the ordinary courſe of 
nature, and of ations, common to all a 
ges, and to all men. For the production 
and corruprion of ſablunarie bodies, lik: 
and death, laughter and teares, proſperity 
and adverſity, are nothing new under the 
Sun. Bur they may objec, that Theology 
is a compleat Science, having all its princr 
palls.and all its materialls in the Scripture, 
to which nothing may be added, Ir is moſt 
truc, but all chat which 1s in the Scripture 
hath 
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ny hath not as yet been underſtood ; ſo then, 


all that which may bee ſpoken upon the 
Scripture hath nor as yet been ſpoken. 
There is an inftaite number of points in 
Hiſtory, in the Prophets, in the Morall 
lawes, im the Ceremonies of the ancient 
Teftiment, and in the miſterices of Faith, 
whote ſence as yet hath never been intire- 
ly dived into. Sctting all curtofirics apart, 
'ris a blockiſh raſhneſfle ro believe thar 
Theologie cannot furniſh a ſubjeR ro ma- 
ny excellent conſiderations as yet never 
conceived nor underſtood, nor will I ſpeak 
of the divers Propheſics, whoſe accom- 
pliſhment we ſtill expet ; and 1t 15 not 
poſſible to ſpeake thereot with fo much 
ſuſhciencic,as thoſe that (hall ſee the iſſue, 
ſo that all 1s not ſpoken which m iy belong 
tothis matter; Finally, there is many al- 
ſertions which cannot bee pronounced in 
true tearmes, bot in their proper time, as 
that which our Lord ſaid ( All « fulfill'd) 
cond nor be (poken before. One day it 
will be (a1d the reſurrection 15 paſt, which 
hat nut as yet beene ſpoken but by ſome 
hereticks, 
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herericks, but we muſt paſſe to another! * 


head. 


on "PW 


Of Paradoxes, or matters which are ſiraxze 
to the vulgar. 


Harſoever 1s contrary to the 
common opinion or naturall 
ſence of men is ordinarily rejefted as mory 
irons. Many cannot believe that Moſes 

uiring to be blorred out of the booke of 
life or St.Pazl wiſhing ro be made Ana- 
thema, ſpoke in good carneſt, for all the 
condition they propoſed ro this demand,or 
for what favour ſoever they could pretend 
tO receive 1n reſpet of their ſalvation 
Much lefſe will they receive that paradoxe 
groundea upon theſe examples ; which is, 
That each man ought to preferre the glory of 
God before bis owne proper ſalvation. Our 
weaknefſe cannot conceive any thing more 
feelingly then the particular intereſt of 
our ſonle, nor have any paſhon ſo ſtrong 


as 


| 
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as for this __ que the- 
isnot lefſe true, although the pratica 
be impoſſible. cithe in the effe&,or in our 
will ; We have ſeen ſome ſcandalized for 
having heard that it is not permitted to 
curſe the divell ; Which was ſpoken to 
ſhew by a ſtrong reaſon, rhat man might 
got curſe man, were he the moſt def 
villaine of all the carth z And all the ma» 
ledi&ions which a man can pronounce a» 
gainſt the divill, as many doe in vertue of 
their pretended charge of exorciſts which 
can be nothing elſe but a frivolous aftionz 
nay more,which 15 an high atrempr againſt 
the —_— - God, _ Mrchbael 
the Archangel! ſtrivi r the of 
Moſes, durſt never ads z my 
ſpirits are offended with whatſoever 15 re» 
pugnant to their prejudicate opigions, 
And nevertheleſle if Chriſtian religic 
if the depths thereof were ſounded full 


paradoxes a5 admirable ro rhofe who un» 
derſtand them as ſtrange to the ignorance 


of the vulgar. 


Caar. 
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Cunaiy, XI. 


Of Problemes, and of therr arfſerence, and <f| 
morall Problemes in particular, 


——_— are many pounrs in Theologie, 
and alſo in other Scicnces of which | 
we find nodeciſion. 1 heſc points, becauſe 
they are not of the eſſence of Faith, and 
remaine problemaricall, arc ordinarily re- 
jeRed by the vulgar, as vaine and unprofi- 
table. But certainly the Scripture which 
producerh nothing ſuperfluous ſuggeſts 
thereby many things unto us; 'tis well | 
knowne that all the difticultics which are 
found therein, have nor as yet beene (ur- 
mounted,divers matrers remain undecided, 
and God will have us to exerciſe our ſpi- 
rits therein; the leaves namely of the tree 
of Life have their medicine in them. Theſe 
queſtions which the Scripture covertly 
moves, tellerh us our igncrance, and ought 
to be examined for to reach us that our 


judgements incapable for togive the ſo- 


But | 
| 


| 
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Burt "indeed there are divers Problemes 
which may be put into the ranke of cu- 
riolittes ; As the inquiry what is the lan- 
guage of the Angels, and how they ſpeak, 


« ſeeing they have neither tongue nor | 


Orif 1n Heaven we ſhall ipeake the lan- 
guage of the Hebrewes ; Or whether the 
fre of Hell be materiall ; or if a man dy- 
ing a few years ſince, as Lazarus ſhould 
ri from the dead, whether or no hee 
ſhould have reaſon to require what belon- 
ed to him at that rime he dicd, or whether 
Fe had left the right, as well as the poſle(- 
ſion. It may be ſome thought of the laſt 
queſtion, becauſe of ancient Hereticks, 
who blame the ſecond marriages in taking 
a pretext, that the firſt marriage did as yet 

ſubfiſt berwixt chedead man and the livi 
wife, fearing peradventure the dead ſhould 
ariſe and diſpute the place with his new 
lucceſſor , alrhough rhat the Scripture, 
namely in exprefle rearmes hath condem- 
ned this folly Romans 7. But the queſtions 
which are moved for to know ; VVhar was 
the finne of the evill-angels, tor which they 
werg 


(90) 


firſt man remained in the ftate of Inno- 
nacence; If in the eternal! life we ſhall 
know thoſe we have ſeen in thisworld ; If 


in the body, either in the heart, or in 


ing aſide thoſe which are of this nature, 


Its acuriofity worthy of a Chriſtian to 


aske what things were the YV-:m and Tham- 
mim inthe breſt-plate of the high Prieſt, 
if Fephta ſacrificed his Daughter, if Saint 
Paul be the author of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews > How many yeares our Lord 
zemained upon the carth his Nativi- 
ty to his Aſcention > Whether faith hath 
its ſeat in the antelle&, or reſides in the 
will ? i 

But above all theneceflity and profit of 
moral! Problemes is evident. I ſpeak not 
of thoſe which the Caſuiſts have founded 


upon ations, cither impoſhble or frivo- 


ous, but of queſtions which concernes our 
mondinaryand important occafions ; It is 


nor 


were baniſhed from heaven : how long the | 


there be a differenceof glory amongſt the | 
bleſſed, and in what place the foule 15 lod- | 


braige, it may be are not ſo vain ; lay- | 
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not ſufficient to ſay, that we have our ge- 
nerall principles cleare, and out of diſpure, 
which rules the conſcience in all forts of 
aRtions;; For it is true, that theſe univerſall 
maximes are like tt) fixed ſtarres, and have 
their regular motion ; but when; we come 
to hypotheſes and particular occurrences, 
then they deſcend as in the region of ele- 
ments wherein all things are various and 
turbulent, and where one findes a perperu- 
all conflict of reaſons, like to waves drawn 
by contrary winds ; Nor is it (ufficient for 
a man to alleadge the ſuſpention of his a- 
ion, when as he doubrs the juſtice there- 
of, for feare of corrupting goodnefle by a 
(crupulous conſcience ; For there is ſome- 
times occaſions in which ſurceaſing, is 
more criminall then an actuall fault, and 
whilſt they delay for information ſake, for 
what they ought rodoe, they fall into ir- 
reparable omiſhon ; Chriſtian wiſdome 
ought to prevent theſe perplexitics : a man 
who hath given an oath to his Country to 
put fire to the powder, and make himſelfe 
leap into the aire, rather then to render 
G himſeltc 


(92) 
himſelf to the _— hath need to in- 
ſtrut his conſcience, before he imbarque 
humſelfin ſuch a deligne : but I leave chi 
queſtion,andan infinity of che like nature, 
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Of certain caſes of Conſcience which are nat 
as yet reſolved, 


OR is ir ſufficient to reply, that there 

is certain problemes in divers caſes, 
which look unto the practick, which arc 
not as yet rclolved by the moſt learned, 
they put the caſe that a man falling into 
the hands of thieves is conſtrained for re- 
demption of his life, to ſweare a perpetu- 
all filence, and to aflure them as much as 
lies in him, of impunity. Whether this 
promiſe may be accompliſhed without of- 
fence or infringed without crime, it is a 
point which hath notyer been reſolved the | , 
, reaſonsarefo prevalent on either fide. Alſo ! 
they diſpute, whether 2 Chriſtian being F 
unpriſoned for the faith of the Goſpell | | 
may | 
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| may in conſcience ſeek neansto eſcape & 


come out of the dungeon by breaking of 
the dores, or by uſing ſome other _— 
Many maintain the negative, and qualifie 
this evaſion, ſhametull to the Chriftian 
profeſſion, and repugnant to the order of 
juſtice. Others eſteem it lawfull, and hold 
that the meanes conducing to our deliver- 
ance cannot be deſpiſed without temptin 
God. It hath happeaed that two being 0 
2conrrary Religion, and the Orthodoxall 
party conſtrained to abandou his dwelling 
place, his idolarrous wife refuſcth to fol- 
low her Chriſtian husband , who asking 
permiſſion to marry another, the Theolo- 
pians were divided and of different opini- 
ons in this reſpeR. If there be any thing 
which ought heretofore to be reſolved, it 1s 
this caſe of conſcience. 

The lending of money upon intereſt a 
queſtion which concerns one of the ordi- 
nary points of particular commerce a- 
mongſt men ; and notwithſtandng it is 


| as yet undecided. For ſome put nodiffe- 
| rence betwixt a light intereſt, and that 
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which the Jewes call biting, it being in- 
terdifted by the Law, and others admit it 
as lawfull inthe proportions of equity, as 
the ſame Law recommends bur the difh- 
culty of a ſolution rakes not away thene 
ceſſity and the impoſſibiliry of it in ſome 
points takes nor away from us the ſearch- 
ing after others. 


Cua P I3, 


Of certain queſt tons which are indifferent 11 
which the one ought the rather to be delt- 
vered then the other. 


Here be diſputable matters, web ar 
»8 not {o indiffcrent or fo well balliced 
but that the weight of the one will turne 
the ſcales, Its a diſputable point, whether 


the terreſtriall Paradife be as yet ſubfi- | 


ſtent. The negative hath more appearance, 
Its a queſtion not neceſſary, whether the 
Arch of thealliance was burnt when the 
B abylonians fired the temple. the afftirma- 
tive is the moſt certain, namely we do 
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imploy it toconvince of falſcnefle the hi- | 


ſtory | 
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- | ftory of the AMacchabees, which relates 
that this Arch was found at the rerurn from 
the Captivity. Behold here one more im- 
portant, to wit, whether the ſpirits, and 
namely the foule of man,are purely imma- 
teriall efſences. Certain ancient Theo- 
logians followed allo by ſome moderne 
Divines, deny it, and give it a fſub- 
ſtance as that of the aire ſubtil and 1mper- 
ceptible, bur notwithſtanding in ſome 
| fort materiall : ro which it 1s very hard to 
\ | ſubſcribe. This is themoſt conſiderable of 
all, whether the humane ſ{oule be immedi- 
ately produced from God, and by him in- 
fuſed into the body,or whether it draws its 
effence from his Progenitors, who tran(- 
mit ir to rheir children by naturall propa- 
gation, the firſt of theſe two opiniongg 
without doubt the more rcceiveable Ef 
the moſt worthy of a Chriſtian. I (tr afide 
the diſputes cuuching the ſalvation of 4- 
dam and Solomon, in which the moſt fa- 
vourable opinion, 15 alſo moſt certain, 
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Indifferent queſtions ſometimes become ne- 
ceſſary. Many things are beld for prob- 
lematicall nhich are not ſo in effe?, 
Problematicall points ought not to be be 
lieved with the ſame faith, as the articles 
neceſſary to ſalvation, 


ſmall importance they are theſe fol- 
lowing. What age had Terah when 4- 
braham was born unto him, Gezeſis 11.12, 
how many yeares the Hebrens were in E- 
gypr, Exod. 12.Gal. 3. 17, How many 
perſons deſcended thither with 7acob.Gen. 
46.27.A@5 7.14. Theſc points and ma- 
ny other, which we might quote have ſome 
difficulty. An i2norant will not trouble 
himſelf rherewirh,but an Atheiſt will find 
wherewithall to calumniate the whole Bi- 
ble and the Jews from thence have drawn 
obje&tions againſt us, crying out the new 
Teſtament to be falſe, which they preten- 
ded to be contrary to the hiſtory of Aſoſes 
A 


J F there be any matters which are of | 
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| A Chriſtian isobliged to ſeek inſtruRion 


25well in theſe things as alſo in an infinite 
of others, to theend that Religion be not 
blaſphemed through vur ignorance. 

On which occaſion you may mark a 
number of matrers, which are Problematr- 
call, rather in opinion, then in effect ; I 
believe that many queſtions which we 
| hold for diſputable, the ſolution thereof 

| 1s contained in the Scripture, although we 
| findirtnor therein. Ovr ignorance 1s the 
| cauſe that they remain Problematicalt 
which would nor be if rhe Scriprure were 
perfectly underſtood , certainly there 15 
ſome which are not therein decided; we 
ought not to beſo bold as rhe Scholaſticks 
who have diſpured if the raviſhing of 'S: 
Paul into the third heaven was in body or 
in ſpirit onely. They might be aſſured nor 
to find the ſolution thereof. Bur on the 0- 
ther fide it's a great temerity to hold all 
for undecided in rhe Scripture, becauſe we 
cannot refolve it. 

Inthemean time there is no reaſon for 
us to imbrace with an <quall ſtableneſſe 
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of belicf,the points which are as yet Prob- 
lemaricall unto us, as thoſe of which we 
have a full aflurance. 

Ir is moſt worthy to be believed that the 
Virgin never had any other children then 
he for whom all ages call her bleſſed. But 
this point 15 not of the ſame quality as 
thoſe'whoſe demonſtration 1s cleare un- 
dubitable and neceſſary. 
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Cuay. IF, 
Of thoſe who will know nothing but what is 
found 1m the Script *; 


Ithout derogating from the 
Scripture the perfe& rule of faith 
3vwell as of manners, we (ay there 1s di- 
vers matters not contained therein, whoſe 
tgnorance would be ſhametull and unfit- 
ting toa Chriſtian capable of inſtruction. 
I ſpeak not.herc of many aatural principles 
which the Scripture exprefleth nor, as not 
to know that rwo contradictions cannot 
be cruc, or that thc whole is greater, then a 
part under colour that the Scriptures 
: ſpcaks 
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ſpeaks not of ir, ſhould be a criminall 
brutality, The Scripture reaches not natu- 
rall Notions, but preſuppoſeth them as 
maniteſt, becauſe it {peaks to men, not to 
tones. I leave divers hiſtories and prophe- 
ies, aSare the works of D azzel, the drying 
up of the river Euphrates in the Apocalips 
and a number of others which is impoſſible 
tounderſtand without the knowledge. of 
many thingswhich the Scriptu reteacheth 
not. The Paſſage of the Iſraelites through 
the red ſea. Thedarkneſſe happening at the 
death of our Lord are acknowledged to be 
miraculous, becauſe they came 1n a time 
that they could not be produced by natu- 
rall cauſes, whach was rhe reaſon thar the 
Scripture paſſerh i Ir under ſilence. All the 
predictions winch have come to paſle fince 
the clohng of the new Teſtament ſhow 
not their accompliſhment bur in humane 
hiſtories : Nay all theſe propheſics are h- 
nally reduced into hiſtories, which are not 
found in the Scripture, 
But I will onely touch one potnt or two 
which conſiſt not but onely in a&. He 


who 
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who would believe the temple of Jeraſa- 
lem is as yet — > that the Jews fa- 
crificetherein > and that the other legall 


ceremonies are practiſed as if their Repube | 
lick as yer ſubſiſted would be culpable of | \ 


a very groſle error, and notwithſtanding 
the hiſtory of the ceſſarion of ſacrifices 15 
not to be read in the Seripture, it teacheth 
us that the Leviticall ſacrifices were abo- 


liſhed by right bur as then in a&. Never- | 
theleſſe this atuall abolition came ſince * 


ſo advantageouſly for the Chriſtians, that 


one cannot be ignorant thereof without | 
manifeſt carelesneſſe. Alſo we donot leam 


in the Scripture, that there be as yet Jews 
in the world : and neverthelcfſcit would b 
a blockiſh ftupidity to be ignorant of the 
ſubſiſtance of that nation, whoſe miſery 
verifiesthe threatnings of our ſaviour upon 
them, and whoſe converſion we do as yet 
expect. But aboveall it would be an igno- 


rance worthy of reproach to pnt in indif- | 


ferency how many ages we ought ro count 
ſince the birth of Chriſt. A man who 
ſhould not know wherher there were 

more 
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more then two hundred _-=_> fince Jeſus 
Chriſt was borne, ſhould be unworthy the 
name of a Chriſtian, although rhat the 
ſupputation be a matter of Chronologie, 


* | which is hot deduced in the Scripture, bur 


increaſeth day by day. 


— 


Cuar, XVI: 


Of thoſe which [tadre nothing but contrever- 
| fies, what ſort of controverſies may teach 
w moſt doirine : What pornts of dofrine 
are the moſt difficult amongſt Chriſtians. 
what expedie-it may weake ones take in the 
brobeſt queſtions. A rule which 4s not to 
be found, lut in the reformed Religion. Of 
Miracles, Of Martyres. Concerning the 


queſtion where was the Church before the 
Reformation. 


Ome ſeck no other inſtru@ion but 
that of controverſies; a ſtudie truly 
| which is neceſſary for to furniſh Anti- 
dotes in places, or in times infeted with 
hereſies : But yet it is incapable to, give 
unto 


| 


|| 
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unto the ſoule a full refletion. He ſhould 
truly be a foole, who would take no other 
nouriſhmenr, bur from the Treacle or the 
Rubatbe. Controverſies ſhewes not the 
whole body ot Religion, but the parts 
thereot which arc in diſpute. And this is 
bur by accident: For our taith 1s affirma- 
tive, not negative. And our knowledge 
hath for its obje the evidence of truths, 
not the diſguiſing of errors. VV ho w ould 
come by this way to a more univerſal! 
knowledge of religion, he muſt ſtudy not 
only all whatſoever wee diſpute with the 
Roman Catholicks, but alſo whatſoever 
the Chriſtian Church debates againſt an 
infiniteot Sets, who rob her of her title; 
nay more, all the differencies which wee 
have to decide with the Jewes. Mahome 
trans, Indians, and other Pagans, and that 
which is worſe with a multitude of A- 
theiſts. 

Lf there be a controverſic in which a 
Chriſtian armed to the proofe againſt 
blaſphemics, may learne rare and excellent | 
things, 'tis in that which we have with the | 
Jewes, | 


-_ 
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| Jewes, I underſtand for to have an exa&t 
knowledge, and not ro conſider only the 
trunke,bur alſo all rhe branches ; the juyce 
and the marrow from the loweſt of the 


| rootes, to the higheſt of the leaves. To ſee 


the deprh of this controverſie, is more 
painfull then all the others. It hath bur ve- + 
ry few Philoſophicall arguments; All 
therein is drawne from thedeep fountaines 
of the ancient reſtament, and you mult lift 
all the curtaines of the Tabernacle, and 
paſſe _—_ many valles, before that on 
can ſee the holieſt of holies. This was the 
exerciſe of the firſt Chriſtians. For their 
firſt diſputes began by the Jewes, and ex- 
cepting neceſſity which obligeth us to turn 
head toother adverſaries, this controverſie 
would be more fruitfull then any other. 
There are two forts of matter in which 
lies the hardeſt controverſies which be a- 
mongſt Chriſtians, and the moſt difficult 
to manage ; 1.Thoſe which rouch the de- 
crees of God, as the Previſion or Preſct- 
ence, Prudence, Predeſtination, Reprobats- 
on, Nc, Secondly, Thoſe which concernes 
the 


(104) 
the qualitiex of the ſoule, be it in Nature, 
or be it in Grace, Free-will, certainty of 
Faith,:r. The reaſon why theſe two | 
points are more difficult then the others, is 
evident in reſpect of the firſt. 

Divine decrees are infinitely diſtant 
from our fight, as being elevated above all 
rimes and incloſed in a volume of which 
we ſee nothing but a few characters hard 


' tobe diſcerned at ſo great a diſtance, Ma- 


ny who thinke they read there diſtinaly, 
draw moſt dangerous conſtructions. But 
ir isa wonder in the other point, that fo 
many difficulties are found, ſeeing that the 
ſubje& is ſo acare our eyes, nay, that it is 
within our ſelves. Our intelle& is in trou- 
ble tro know whether our intelle& and the 
will are faculties really different. Whether 
granting the judgement of the Intelle&, 
the will muſt neceſſary follow : or if it re- 
maines in Balance,and in power to ſuſpend 
its ation. If our faith be placed in the In- 
telle&, or in our will : Our ſoule (© little 
knowes thereof that ſhe knowes not where 


to find her ſelfe, being ignorant _— 
c 
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ſhe reſides in the blood, or in any other 

rticular part of the body, or whether ſhe 
b univerſally diffuſed t h all the parts 
thereof. The proximitie it ſelfe of the ſub» 


| jeR, isthe cauſe of this difficulty. The 


ſoule no more then the eye cannot ſee it 
ſelfe, except it be by a very obſcure refle- 
Rion, and that falſe to, for the moſt parr, 
which we call indire& knowledge ; For 
todiſturbe the ſpirits of the common 
ple, ye need but to ſet them on theſe two 
ints, which many have choſen expreſ- 
_ being full of Labirinths. 
He who bath not been acquainted with 


| theſe ſlights, ought to remember that in 


each controverſie truth lodgeth ina center, 
to which ought to bend all matters which 
are in diſpute. In theſe differences which 
concerne the will of God towards man, or 
the will of man towards God ( for all the 
controverſies of Ele&ion , of univerſall 
prace,of free will,of perſeverance,and ſuch 
like,may have relation totheſerwo things) 
theſe maximes ought ro be the center, to 


wit, that the glory of all good belongs of 
G 


{ 
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God. That whatſoever is ill proceeds from 
man. We muſt nor attribute to God the 
ii] that proceeds from man. Nor to man 
the good which proceeds from God. One 
cannot take from God the ſmalleſt part of | 
hisglory without raviſhing 1t 1inrirely, be- 
cauſethat it is indiviſible as a point that ; 
admirs no parting. Commurative juſtice 
cannot happen to be in God. The crcature 
attributing unro God allthe good which is 
in her, cannor fa1le in exceſle, nor incurre 
any danger thercby,bur in attributing ſome 
pertion thereof to himſelfe, he may runne 
ſome hazard. In rhefe principles which 
are as undoubrable as familiar, as they may 
calily reſolve 41! the ſubrilties, will they, 
or nill they, which may be produced on 
the one fide,or the other ; And the weakeſt 
Chriſtian taking heed rothe lines which 
endnot in this center, or fall aſide, will ca- 
fily judge that they are irregular. 


This conſtant univerſal rule may 
be applyed to all rine, John 7.18 
and 1 darefay, tharot'WM religions which 


are in the world, there 1s none but the re- 
formed | 


( 107) 
formed which attributes to God the glory 
of all good, eſpecially in the ſalvation of 
| man. And certainly, there 15 not one of 

the others, bur makes profcſhon to attri- 
t | buteto God this glory ; but examining 
- | them nearly, you ſhall not find any bur 
t | that take away ſome part, to make thereof 
2 pre ſent to man what they avow 1n gene- 
e | tall, they ſtcaleby retaile, ot deny it by 
S | their conſequences ro hinder God from 
e | poſſeſſing of it incffet: Astothereſt the 
e | common people ought to diſtinguiſh the 
© cerraine and the infallible propoſitions 
! | from prejudicate opinions, which may be 
y | diſputable. It's a common opinion, that 
” | there are no miracles wrought in the 
world, and that there ſhall be never more, 
1 


This negative is uncertaine, and the proofi 
neither aſſured or neceſſary. When all the 
miracles which the Jeſuits doe atteſt to 
have bin wrought 1n the midſt of the Indies 
ſhould be true, they would not conclude 
the leaſt of their errors, no more then the 
annuall miracle at the poole of Shiloa gave 
| authority to Phariſaiſme, Mrch lefle ca 
ft of 


th 
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they draw any conſequence from the mar- 
tyrdome which ſome of them have ſuffe. | 
red by the handsof Indian Idolaters. Their 
Martyrs will never goe pecre with ours, 
When a man ſuffers death under an opi- | 
nion that it will be meritorious, I am @- 
fraid he is a Martyr of his owne merit, ra- | 
ther then that of Chriſts, the puniſhment 
ives him no _— a tytle then that of 
his beliefe, or of his profcſhon. 
There is as yet one point more which 
we may as yet remarke. To the queſtion | 
where the Church was before the laſt Re 
formation, we ordinarily anſwer that it 
was in Poperie, as if Poperie were all the 
world, whereas it holds but one little cor- 
ner. As if the Church could not be in 
/Africa,orin Aſia, where Popery was not. 
['In effe&t wedeprive our ſelves of a very ca- 
{/ fieanſwer, and doe a great injury to an in- 

finity of Grecian, Arminian, and Abiſ(- 
| |} fin Churches, and others in which the 
| ' Church of God reſided ; Churches who 


! | confeſſe the Trinitie of Perſons, the Ve- 


| rity of the two Natures in Chriſt, and all | 
j the ' 
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| the points of Mediation, Churches which 
| ſeek their juſtification by faith in the 


rightcouſneſſe of Jeſus Chriſt onely : 
Churches which practiſe the ſame Sacra- 


* | ments with us, and admit no other eating 


c 
) 
| 
- 


| one Proſelyte.Mens judgements vary upon 
H 2 the 


of the body of Chriſt but that which 1s 


| fpirituzll : Churches, in which nothing 


is wanting that is eſſential tothe faith, but 
if corruprtions have made them deformed 
'tisnot {0 exorbitant but that the Church 
might 45 well ſubſiſt cherein as in the Ro- 
man which held nothing but -an part of 
the Welt, 
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CHAP. I7, 


The cover ſion of a Romane Catholick 15 now 
more difficult then in the beginning of the 
Reformation, 


H E Reformed Church had in times 
paſt, enough to open the doore to 
Empires, and to whole nations, who 
preſented themſelves in crowdsto enter in, 
at this day it is a wonder to heare of any 
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the cauſes of ſo great a difference, That | 
novelty provoked the ſpirits to harken to | 
this Religion, ſo full of admirable Para- 
doxes, whereas now uſe hath brought in | 
the diſguſt. That the Reformation came | 
when the YVatican infolently tyranniſed the 
Potentates, and the people glad to ſhake | 
off the yoke, and that the ano of the | 
firſt / had a luſtre which rendered 

his Religion amiable. That their zeale 
which let this Religion at ſo high a priſe, 
alighted'in many a violent paſhon to ſecke 
this treaſure, That perſecution whoſe antr- 
peri t aſis redoubled their zeal, hath more 
augmented the Church , then proſperity 
the moſt triumphant. Like the Ark, 
which did more miracles whilſt that ir 
wandered in the wilderneſse under a pa- 
vilion of goates hair, morethen after when 
ir was,placed under the wainſcot of Cedar 
laid over with plaites of Gold. That the 
miraculous ſubſiſting of the Church a- 
mong ſo many powerfull oppofiriens ra- 
viſhcd the cycs of all the world, ſeeing a 
burning buſh, and yet remain unconſu- 
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| med. Thar the voice of the Martyrs 


ſhook the priſons, and the tribunalls, the 
fires in which they were ſacrificed ſerved 
for lights ro (how many the way to hea- 


| ven. And finally God which makes the 


winds blow in ſuch places and ſeaſons as 


| ſeems good to him hath bourded the 


courſe of his grace,and forbidden his word 


| topaſse further. But to this one may adde 


thar the prudence of the Romane Cl 

hath choakcd divers abuſcs,and ſent to the 
Afiſe many blaſphemies which made the 
moſt ſtupid to abhorre them. And above 
all, tina hach furniſhed them with many 
fleights (unknown to their forefathers be- 
ing buried in ignorance of learning) for to 
ſhun the moſt manifeſt truths, and give a 
colour to opinions the moſt abſurd, ſuſ- 
pending the judgements of the cleareſt 
ſighted, between the miracles of Afoſes, 
and the cunning of the inchanters, Finally 
they had many principalls, and interpreta- 
tions which they have left, acknowledging 
that they were contrary to themſelves, : 


in times paſt they were content +9 make 


3 the 
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the Scripture their judge ; at this day they 
accuſe it of incompetency and decline 
its juridiQion. This principall being reje- 
Red it 1s more iff 

mane Catholick ro the Orthodox Reli- 
g10n. 


Rm 


Cuay, 18, 


why the conver [103 of a Jew at this (ay, then 
it wat at the beginning of Chriſtian Re 
lig109, 


Heſe reaſons are alſothoſe in part 

of rhe pertinacity of the Jews 1fe- 

ver this nation ought to render it 

ſelf to the obedience of the faith, it is at 
this day that it ought to he a diſperſion of 
morethen 15090 yeares, far longer then all 
recedent calamities, and in which they 
aveneither had temple nor ſacrifice to 
expiate their ſinnes. The vain expeCtation 
of their pretended Mefſias ſo oftentimes 
fruſtrated; fince rhe prefixed tearme of his 


ro 


| 


| 
| 


culr ro reduce a Ro- | 


eotning; «of which they know not what | 


| 
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y | to think. The confuſion happened in their 


C 


- 
)- 
. 


genealogies, ſogreat that namely, when 
their Mefſias ſhould come, they cannot 
know him, not being able to mark any fa- 


| mily that's deſended from D av1d. Theſe 


teſtimonies I ſay of their fooliſh hope 
ought to make them leave their ſtubborn” 
nes more then ever. And notwithſtanding 
their obſtinacy was never ſo great. Nay it 
isnow harder to convert a Bo X then in 
times paſt before ſo long a lapſe of time 
which as yet makes them requoil farther 
from their pretenſions, The weakneſle of 
their cauſe hath made them ingenious to 
ſtrengthen themſelves therein. Since the 
ſubverſion of their Republick ſome yeares 
after the aſcention of our Lord, perceiving 
that the time belied their hope, and bein 

aſhamed not to ſee ſome glimpſe which 
might promiſe them the effe&t ; on the 
other ſide ſceing that Chriftianity ſpread 
it ſelf farre and near principall under the 
Empire of Conſtantize the great, they 
ſought all the meanes they could imagine 
to retain their nation Kill in their blind- 
H 4 nefle 
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nefſe. Now in as much as that they wete 
condemned in their own Maximes , and 
. namely by the interpretation of their Rab- 
bins. They took counſell how to abrogate 
rhem, and to ſubſtirureohers of a contrary 
opinion to them ſo then, ſo that where a 
paſſige of the ancient Teſtament ſpeaking 
of the Meſſias, was taken in its true ſence 
by the ancient Jewes, the Modern have 
changed the expoſition. Our Lord for to 
prove Chriſt tobe more then man alled- 
geth that Daurd called him Lord, alled- 
gingto this purpoſe Pſalm 110. this paſ- 
age was nat then in diſpute, For oY] wn 
$ \'then of that time contefſed that thoſe 
TY rearms could not have relation but to the 
| //Meffias. But thoſe at this day overthrow 
'rhis interpretarion which their forefathers 
did agree unro without reply, ſo that up- 
| \on all thoſe paſſages which the Apoſtle ci- 
| xed in favour of Chriſt, the Jews diſputed 
the application rather then the explication 
'but now they conteſt both, having char- 
\ged their principalls, There 1s another 
| geick witch they uſe to make Chriſtian 


— 
Religion 
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« | religion tobe ſuſpeed both to their nari- 
{ | on, andalſoto all others hath been to ſeek 


out all the paſſages of the new Teſtament 

| which ſeemes to differ from the ancient 

| in Comehiſtoricall circumſtances as in the 

| date of yeares , in the names of places, in 

the numbring of perſons, aud ſuch like, 

ending by this difference to convince 

, | the Apoſtolicall writings of falſhood, and 

| fo byconſequenceto annihilate C riftia- 
nity. 


ee eee — 
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| Why the optnrons the moſt erronious ave marn- 

| tained with greater obſtinacy, then thoſe 
which are leſſe abſurd. The plea of theſe 

| mhichBbuyxt their children. Pretexts for 
trauſubſt antiation. 


He more monſtrous 15 the errour 
the mere pertinacious is the belief 
when once it hath raken place in 
the ſpiritz the reaſon 1s becauſe the fal- 
ſhoodsthe moſt enormons are made im*- 


portant 


'' the blood of beaſts, and therefore ſome 


1 
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portant by the higheſt pretexts of truth | | 
and are not authoriſed but by the moſt un- 
doubted maximes of religion under the | 
colour of this ſoveraigne power, they | 
make men renounce their judgement of | 
reaſon, nay more diſavow their own pro- 
per {cnces. If ever there were an error inca- 
pable it wasthe impiety of the 1Iſraclites 
who burnt their own children as a ſacrifice 
pleaſing to God. Neverthelefle neither 
nature which criedout againſt thoſe hor- 
rors, nor the threatnings fro heaven which 
condemned them could not hinder their 
praftiſe.Butir needs muſt be that ſome vi- 
olent paſſion which brake in ſunder the | 
ſtrongeſt chains of naturall affetions was 
moved with ſome powerfull engine,cloak- 
ed over with ſome very ſpecious pretext, 
Their apology might bethat the chicfeſt 

good of man conſiſts in the remiſſion of 

| his ſinnes; that this remiſhon could not be 

' without the effuſion of blood. That it 
were a folly ro go about to appeaſe God by 


humane ſacrifice muſt be offered, That 
this 
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th | this Cacrifice ought to be innocent; and 


In- 
cy ' 
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that a greatcr innocence could not be 
found, then in a little infant, Thar tobe 
of the proper ſubſtance of the man which 
did preſent ir, and fo it was neceſcary 
that his offering ſhould beoffered in expt- 
ation. Bur if the ſacrifice ought ro be but 
Euchariſticall, then ir were but ro mock 
God, to preſent him a calt or a pigeon, his 
Majeſty requiring more noble offerings ; 
nay more demanding our own bowels, 


| andthat they knew not how ro offer him a 


more precious preſent then the life of 
their own children. Under this pretext and 
ſuch like, this abomination paſsed for the 
moſt ardent piety which a man may ſhow 
to God, cquallifing or rather ſurpaſſing all 
which rhe Scripture extolls in Abraham 
for an ation of this quality : So that the 
exceſse of crronur augments the perſwa- 
ſion, 

The article of tranſubſtantiation 1s pro- 
duced under the name of the moſt excel- 
ſent and moſt dreadfull miſterie of all re- 
ligion, bearing upon its front the expreſse 

words 


(113) 


wordsof the ſonneof God, whoſe preſence | 
is fearfull ro the Angels, arming it ſelfe 
with the power of his omnipotency, in- | 
cloſing within its titles, all the Majeſty of | 
heaven, and the ſalvation of the whole | 
world. By how much the repreſentation 
of thi sopinion is prodigious, by ſo much 
the more it makes them believe it miſtert- 
OUus. 

From thence it comes that that belief is 
maintained with more pertinacity then a- | 
ny error whoſe abſurdity is leſse apparant, 

[fo the believing hereof is eſteemed (o 
much the more meritorious, by how much 
leſsethe objeR is to be believed, as indeed 
that man who firmly believes this tranſub- | 
ſtantiation ſhould have ( were it true ) 
more faith chen ever had all the Patriarks 
and Apoſtles together. 


Seftion 
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The third Section, 


CHAPTER I, 


what manner of knowledge or tnſlruftion is 
moſt naturall to the vulgar. 


@7R VV O men may know one and 
the ſame truth , but in divers 
manners. A Country man 
may know that an Eclypſe 
ought ro happen on ſuch a day, having 
read it in an Almanack ; but that isnor 
called Science as an Aſtronomer who 
knows by demonſtration foreſecing the 
Eclypſe in his cauſes. Hes not learned in 
religion who knows all the matters, but he 
that knows them in the manner,theyought 
tobe known z on which tnany faulrsareto 

be obſerved. 
There are two traditions or wayes of 
inſtrution 
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inſtruction, on which the vulgar repoſe 

themſelves, Sentences and generall propo- 
fictions. 2 Hiſtories, in theſe two conſiſts 


a'moſt all the knowledge of the common 
people. As for the firſt head the ignorant 
{| content themſelves to know the generali- 
" ries, becauſe the intelligence of particular 
pornts requires a ſþarper f{1ght and a niore 
fixed contemplation. Irs calicrto an Idior 
toſay Theſe Things, then to reſtrain this 
generality to its ſpecies, to know how t0 
give cach one of them its proper name. 
Tothe other the inſtruction which is gi- 
ven them by hiſtory pleaſerh them be- 
cauſe of its facility, for it conſiſts in a&ti« 
ons and circumſtances perceptible to the 
imagination ; ſo that all their knowledge 
lodgeth either in copious generaliries or 1n 
the ſingle #rdividuums : but the points 
which are as it were mediums between 
theſe rwo wearies more the ſpirit obliging 
them to reaſon, and to take the meaſure, 
weight and number, and the names of all 
things. This is the cauſe the vulgar caſt it 
off. In the mean time many are Ortho- 
doxall 
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doxall in thegeneralicy of a point, who 
ere groſlely in the particulars thereof ; 
witnefle the article of providence upon 


| which the common people will give a 


cleare opinion in reſpe& of the generality 
of this docrine; but in rhe particular 
points imagine a world of abſurdities. 


PO CEEE_ I 


CHAP. 2. 


Of the ſuperficiall knowledge of each point of 
Of religion. Of their definitions, and of 
thety exa# Knowledge. Au example in 
the dofirine of the Euchariſt. 


H E ignorance of generall as well 
as particular points proceed from 
'W this, that popular ſpirirs learn an 


[1 infinity of deſcriptions, but very few def- 
| nitions; I ſpeak not in favour of ſubril 


and artificiall definitions of which every 


| | oneisnot capable. But certainly it is im- 


poſſible to have the true knowledge of a 
point without knowing how to mark and 
define the eſſence, 1f not exactly, yet at 
leaſt, very near the truth. 

When 
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VWhen a man can ſay finne is the poyſon R 
of the ſoule, and knows how to give it a 
hundred epithites of this ſort, yet hath he 
not learnt what finne 1s, this 1gnorance is 
entertained by a multitude of Preachers 
who are content todeclaim by deſcripti- 
ons and abundance of metahpors never 
ſhowing but the ſuperficies of matters in 
ſtead of ſetting forth the dimenſions, I 


leave the points which are elevated above | , 


all definition. The imagination of Idiots | 
whonot underſtanding what is properly | 
that eternity , alrhough they know that 
God hath ncither beginning nor end, be- 
lieve him nevertheleſſe to have more age | 
then he had foure thouſand yeares ſince. 


This point and many others are notthe | ; 
mark at which we ſhoot. I could ſhow | | 


that the greateſt part of our differencics | 
proceed from rhe ignotance of definiti- | 
ons. If the Romith Church comprehend- 
ed intercefſion to be a ſacerdotall a&, and 
that Chriſt praycs in quality ofa ſoveraign | 
Prieſt dead for us; and this funAion con» | | 
ſits in the comparition of his perſon, o 
| he 
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She would never tranſport to others the ci - 
te of interceſlor. But ro make you ſee how 
many excellent matters the exa& intelli- 
ce of one point furniſheth in reſpe& 
ofa ſuperficiall knowledge, we will pro- 
duce only one example. In the words of the 
Lord in the Euchariſt, the moſt ignorant 
underſtand ſufficiently, that the fleſh of 
Chriſt therein is preſcred unto us as meat, 
and not only in this reſpe&t,bur asmeat of 
| acrifice, for it is properly 1n this quality 
| that it is offered unto us. And the termes 
of our Lord carry a manifeſt alluſion to 
the fleſh of ſacrifices which they gave to 
? | eat to thoſe for whom it had been ſacrifi- 
+ | ted. A'meat which the Jewes becauſe of 
* | itsimportancy preferred before all other a- 
' | liments. But you muſt know they did not 
* | participate but of the Euchariſticall ſacri- 
' | fices: forthe peoplecat not the fleſh of 
the ſactifices of exptation although that 

| | they were offered for them, the ſacrificers 
| | onelydid participate thereof, Nay more, a 
* | (acrificer when ke offered for his own fins 
+ | had no part in the ſacrifice, but was to 
oY | burne 
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burn it intirely. And which is more,inthe 
folemne expiar1ion, in which the blood of 
beaſts wasCarricd into the tabernacle for 
the univerſal! remiſſion of ſinnes, no man 
might taſt of the fleſh of the ſacrifice, the 
law commanding that it ſhould be carried 
out of the camp tar from the people, and 
there conſumed in fire. In bricf, it wa 
a maxime in the law,that none of thoſe for 
whom the ſacrifice of expiation was offe- 


red ſhould cat thereof, But our Lord by ; 
diſpoſition new_ and unknown to the lay, 
preſents usto cat of the fleſh of the (acti 
fice of expiation, the body which hath 


been delivered for our ſinncs. For the law! 
forbidding thoſe which were culpable to 
participate of rhe expiations ſhewed the| 
nullity of them ; and ranght that thaſe (a-| 
crifices were unprofirable, ſecing that | 


thoſe in whoſe favour they were offercd 
had nonouriſhment by them : But Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhews that his ſacrifice is fruitfull, 
ſeeing that ſinners participate thereof, 
marking in evident rearmes the difference 
which we {ce between the blood of the new 

alliance 


: 
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the alliance given for drink, and the bloud of 
@| Legall ſacrifices whole participation was 
” rigorouſly forbidden; "the law forbidding 
1) to drink any blood gives this reaſon, that 
the blood was ſhed tor the expiation of 
finnes, and ſo ought not to be imployed 
+.,| for nouriſhment; to the contrary, -our 

| Lord invites us to drink his blood, becauſe 
&..| that ir is ſhed for the remiſkon of ſinnes; 
| a ye; (for to oblige us to the partici- 
& pation of blood)the ſame reaſon for which 
 Itwas interdiced in the law. This conſi- 
| deration may furniſh many others where- 
| by fo comprehend the ſubjeR of the Eu- 
+) Chariſt, 
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Cuavy. III. 


Of the di tinflion, conjunftion, and Aran 
ging of potnts of religion, 


He beaſts which divide not the hooſe 

are uncleane by the Law ; The reli- 

Fion of a man which knowes not how to 
iſtinguiſh che points thereof cannot be 
pure. Diſtinions which conſiſt in vain 
ſubtilrics,in diviſions, and fooliſh ſubdivi- 
ſions, to the cleaving of a haire, who un- 


der co!our of narrowly ſifting them, re- | 


duce the moſt ſolid matters into duſt 
and atomes, which in ftcad of clearing the 
ſight, gathers up nothing but duſt to caſt 
into the eyes of the ſimple; overturning 
the ſoundeſt propoſitions, under colour of 
upholding them, which under pretext of 
directing the ſpirit, ſhewes ir ſo many dif- 
ferent paths, that it knowes not which to 
rclolveon ; theſe diſtinftions tend not to 


our end, Oa the other fide the vulgar | 


{cornes many diſtintions, the ignorance 


of 
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lof which is ſubje& to a thouſand errors. 
An idiot which knowes little or nothing 
of the difference between Faith and Cha- 
rity cannot underſtand the point of Juſti- 
fication, for if Faith and Charitie are 
but one ſelfe-ſame thing, we are then ju- 
ſtifed by Charity, which is a pernicious 
conſequence. 

But 1f one ſhould aske why Charity can- 
not juſtihe as well as Faith, the reaſon is 
manifeſt to him who knowes how Faith 
and Charity are diſtinguiſhed; . The pro» 
perty of Faith is to receive. The property 
of Charity is to give, By Faith we receive 


| God, giving himſelfe to us with -all his 


benefits. By Charity we offer our ſelves 
unto him, and all that is in us. Now God 
would not have us juſtified by giving to 
him, for then grace would be no more 
prace ( and mans boaſting ſhould nor be 
excluded ) but by the ne receiving and 
acceptation of the righteouſneſſe- which 
he preſents us z and this receiving is an aft 
of Faith, of which Charity is incapable. 
The common people alſo confound the 

I 3 legall 
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legall righteouſneſle with the Evangelical, | 


ſnRification with juſtification, not ta- 
king heed that in the contexture of the 
ſame paſſage there is found a word of the 
Law, anda word of the Goſpell chained 


rogether, but which ought to be carefully | 


diſtinguiſhed ; As in theſe words of Jeſus 
/ Chriſt, 7f thou wilt enter into lift, keepe the 
commandements ;"this was the Law which 


| | ſpake;and not the Goſpell, nay, the pro- 


miſes of the Law are mortall to whom- 
ſoeveraccepts the condition, | 

"He who tranſgrefleth one point of the 
Law, tranſgreſicrth the whole Law ; As he 
which Qrikes the heart only, or the lungs 
only, or the braines only, doth for all that 
give a mortall atraint to the body. So all 
the parts of faith make but one undivided 


body,and he which is ignorant 6nly of one, | 


is ignorant of all the others. Ih the meane 


time, he who would examine the popular | 


ſpirits ſhould find few who know their re- 
ligion intirely ; few there be wlioſe know- 
ledge is nor deficient in ſome point : but 
the knowledge 1t felfe ofall the parts of 


o religion 
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religion doth not as yer ſerve to @ true in- 
relligence thereof, if one knowes not their 
conjunRtions, their relations and their cor- 
reſpondencies. All the points of religion 
ze relatives. Sometimes a point conſide- 


| red in the conjunRion of another carries 


iſence contrary tothat which ir had be- 
ing ſeparated. The Law contemplated a- 
part is a letter which kills: joyned with 
the Goſpell is a Reſtaurative to the ſoule. 
Faith in its abſolute eſſence is a part of 
SanRification, and in this quality juſtifies 
not a ſinner : in its relation ro Chriſt, it 1s 
the inſtrument of our Juſtthcation. Be- 
fides the relatton which the parts of Reli- 
gion have the one to the other, each one of 
them, and altogether have relation to one 
Totall, 25 members toa body, whoſe ſtru- 
&ure reſulrs from their compoſition, pro- 
portions, ligaments and order. But many 


| know allthe partsof religion, who under- 


ſtand nothing in the total! bec aule they (ee 
all the pieces 5 thereof only i in detaile, but 


| notin their conjunRion. 


A man who ſhould know the number 
L 4 - 
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of all the kindes of creatures the eſſential | 
forme of each one of them, their proper 
cauſes, the particular end, and the etfe& to | i 
which they ſerve, the ranke , and place| q 
which they hold in the world, would reade | 
as in a booke, for cach creature isas a cha-.| 
rater, having its forme, and its diſtin& 
propriety, and altogether being ranged in | * 
divers places produce ſuch a frame of 
words which are intelligible by us, if our 
ignorance confound rhem not. He that | ( 
knoweth the points of Religion, but is ig- 
norant in what order he ought to _—_ | 
them, reſembleth an ideot who underſtand- 
eth the ſound of every Letter of the Al- 
phabet , without knowing how to join | 
them to make entire words thereof. Religi- 
on as it 15 1n theknowledge of many, con- 
ſiſteth in the multitude of matters confu- 
ſedly heaped together in the mind, without 
ſymmetry,or proporti6 without any form 
either of building or body, the head and 
feet being confounded . Some of our con- 
rroverſies concern the ſame order,and rank 
of points. The Romane Catholicks co- | 
ming | 


| 
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ial ming to contend with us, begin voluntart- 


ly with the queſtion of rhe Churchb,giving 
tthe higheſt place, tothe end they may 
make it paſſe asarule, and principle of 
faith. But the Article of the Church hol- 
deth not the firſt rank in the Creed. 


Cuaye, III. 


Of thoſe which believe the truth, by vertue of 
a falſe principle, or of wn f ſage of 
] not t 


Scripture nhich touchet e queſtzon., 


Any believe the truth by a falſe 
faith. The Turk believes God, the 
creation, providence, the immortality of 
the foul , Chriſt born of a virgin, a great 
Propher, and the word of God, becauſe 
the Alchoran ſaith it. Theſe points are true 
in themſelves : but the belicf which he 
hath thereby cannot be formally true, be- 
cauſe it depends on a falſe principle. Truth 

may not be belicved for a lyes ſake. 
One may not commend them which 
ende avcur 


i 
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endeavour to amplifie the Oracles of the 
Sybills, to the end they may make them 
ſpeak more advanragiouſly in favour of 
the Chriſtian Religion. Nor the pious 
frauds of them which under colour of pro- 
ving the immortality of the ſoul, have ſup- 
poſed fabulous apparitions. It importeth 
not onely what we believe, but alſo why 
we believe it. A man which belicveth 
there 15 a God, becauſe Philoſophy,or na 
turall reaſon reacheth him ſo, hath not ? 
Theologick faith , although the belief 
which he hart rouching God, be true init 
ſelf, and in its principles, 

He that believeth all the Articles of 
Chriſtianity, becauſe great DoRors be 
lieve them, or onely becauſe the Church 
holds them for true, hath built his faith up- 
on mans teſtimonic. 'Tis a complaint of 
a perſon eminent 1n ftumane learning, that 
being Orthodox in the Article of Chriſts 
Divinity,norwithſtanding in his interpre- 
ration, and Parapraſesupon the new Te 
ftamenr; he did enervate,or allude, aſmuch 


as was poſhble for him, all the moſt ma- 
niſelt 


IC 


=” 7 


- 
of 


'T 


(133) 
nifeſt paſſages which authoriſe the belicfe 
ofthis point. Bur on the other fide, rhe 
world is full of people which upon every . 
ſort of matter alledge a multitude of 
Texts , though oft times the twenricth 
part ſuit not to- the ſubject. They which 
telieve a truth, but ground it upon a paſ- 
lwve of Scripture, which maketh not to 
the purpoſe, believe the truth falſely. That 
which they believe is very rruc : but that 
by vertue whereof they believe it,is not ſo, 
forthe Scripture ill applyed is no mcre 
Scriprure, but a perverting thereof : al- 
though it be alleadged to prove the truth 
which it teacheth in other paſſages. And 
twere to be wiſhed that many would 
bring hither as much feare and diſcretion, 
asthey abound 1n 1mpertinent quotations. 


Bur the vulgar often ſuffer rh&ſelves to be 
kd more by paſſages which come by the 
by.then by choſe which lead ftraight to the 


| mark. 1 have {ſcene a man which could 


- 
he 


h 


( 


never be broughe from the Invocation of 
Saints, for any Text alleadged vnto blm, 
unlefle when one quoted ty him the paſ- 

{age 
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fage of Eſay 63. ver. 16. which notwith- 


ſtanding 1snot the moſt concluding of ll 


thoſe which are made ule of in this contro: |i 


verſie. A Kabbin converted to the faith, 
and who had writ againſt thoſe of his nx 
tion, found the Trinity and the two nz 
tures of Chriſt iathe toure Hebrew let- 
ters of the word Jehovah; And made al- 
moſt more eſteem of this Cabbaliftick 
proof, then of all the paſſages of the old 
Teſtament, infinitely more cleare, and ex- 
preſſe upoa this ſubjet. That which re 
maines tobe (aid requires another Parents 
theſis. 


—— 


Caas, Y. 


Every point of Religion hath its peculi ar | 


reaſons examples and conſiderations to this 


parpoſe. 


LL the points of Religion, andall 
the leſſer branches of them, have cve- 
ry onethetr particular reaſon, 

And 


| 
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And the Scripture faith not only that 
iis ſo, but alſohow and why it is ſo. 
It gives us not ſimple poſitions, but 


. |racheth by demonſtration. and arguments, 
. |< to the reſolving of cbjeions which 
. [may be moved ro the contrary. This is not 


then ſuſhcient, when a man knows all his 
Religion by Propoſitions or Maximes, 
though conceived in proper Scripture 
tearms, if he know not alſothe particular 
reaſon of every one of them. And to render 
2 reaſon of our faith, is not only to al- 


kadge the Scripture, which affirms fuch 
or ſuch points , but alſo to ſhew wh 
theſe points which the Scripture afhrmer 


acſuch, and that they are the cauſes of e- 
very one of them in particular. Divinity 


{15 all full of demonſtrative arguments. 


They which have but a naked knowledge 
of concluſions, ſee well rhe face and exter- 


| nall ſhape of Religion : But che beating of 


trarteries, the ſpirit which moves it, and 
the faculties which ſtir within ir, are viſt- 
ble to them who know the reaſons where- 
with it is animatcd, : 
t 
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It is not to the purpoſe to alleadge, that 
one ought not to demand a reaſon what 
God ſairh,and that it is enough to belice 
what the Scripture pronounceth 1s trye, 
This obje&tion is of value as touching 
points the ſearch whereof is forbidden us 
as Why God ſhewcth mercy more to one 
then to another, and for other matter 
which we may call tranſcendent, which 
God hath boundcd with przcipices, & en- 
vironed with high barricadoes which hin- 
der us from entring in thereat. But in 
thoſe whereof the Scripture teaches ns the 


reaſons,'tis a fooliſh modeſty to reaſon a 
gainſthis command which obligeth usto | 
learn them. Nay this is a manifeſt ar- 
rogance,to will the ignorance of thoſe rex 
ſons the Scripture gives us thereof, unde 
pretence of belicving the Scripture fin 


ply. For the Scripture it ſelf reacheth w | ' 


to reaſon upon many points infinitely rar | 
ſed above us, VWhen it is asked Why God 
permitted that finne ſhould center into the 
world,though ir were in his power to hin- 
der it > Many rcaſons of this permiſhon 
may 
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| the Scripture would oblige men to 


| of humane ſocictic might be multiplied: 
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:nd ſaving the matters we have excepted, 
there is not any point of Religion, nay any 
particle, whereof one may not find ſome 
xaſon, either expreſt in the Scripture, or 
duly averred by lawtfull conſequences, or 
reſulting from the property of the ſubze&. 
If there be any thing which {cemeth ro be 
out of all enquiry they are the principles of 
nature. As for example, The prohibitis of 
marriage between brother and ſiſter, is the 
voice of nature, which hath no nced to be 
propped with reaſons, fince it isreaſon it 
ſelf. And though one may always ” that 


carch 
the alliance of the rewoteſt races, to the 
end that the afte&ions, & correſpondencies 


w*h would not be, it marriages ſhould be 
alwaycs contracted within the ſame fami- 
ly. Which would by this ſhame reſtrain 
the licenſe which might grow from the fas | | 
cility of their converſation. That ſo many 
naturall relations met in one man, which 
might have brought the title of father and 
uncle| | 
| 
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uncle together , would have brought a | 
thouſand confultons in the world. That |; 
the ſamie proximity being diſputed a+ |g 
mongſt them which are of che ſame blood, | { 
would have produced divers ftrifes in fx | y 
milics, for the reaſon as that of the ſtraight | 
line, which oblige the brother to marry | n 
his half ſiſter : that the woman who in | i 
caſc of injury, or difſertion might find 2 | t 
refuge with their brothers, had loſt hisre | » 
fuge if the brotherhood had been confourr | « 
ded in the marriage. And other reaſons | i 
which one might alleadge for this law. 


— — —— ——————— 


_ 
Cuar VI. 


ER 


Of the exerciſe of the mind in every point of 
Religion, The default of the Uulpar, and 
of preachers berein. The Scripture ſpeals | \ 
by proofs. | © 


Od would that our knowledge | 
ſhould be diſcurſive in part ; and | « 
that this faculty of the ſoule, which paf- 
ſeth 


of 
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ſeth from one ſubje& to another, for to 


liſcern them, compare them togerher,and 
give judgement thereof, might alſo be ſan- 
aified by this exerciſe 1 matters of Reli- 
zion. Bur becauſe ir is more difficulr to 
reaſon upon a point, then to conceive it 
nakedly and barely ; the common people 
sconcented to heare that ſuch a thing is 
true, or good, or juſt, without ſearch ing 
why or bow zt 15 ſach. The 1gnorant love 
onely to heare a thing affirmed, or denyed: 
inforguch that tro the underſtanding of a 
propoſirion or aſſertion thus naked, there 
sneed of but a bare apprehenſion, or un- 
derftanding of words, wathour other rrou- 
ble of mind. Whereupon they are'delight- 
ed in maximes, and proverbs, becanſe it is 
hot needfull ro conceive the ſenſe thereof, 
alie to whoſoever underftandeth the 
words. For 'tis to be preſuppoſed they are 
grounded on reaſon, and "tis enough to 
hold them for true, without any other 
form of enquiry. This fame facility is the 


d | cauſe we have more talkers then preachers, 


Provided they ſtretch out a point by a 
K long 
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long train of equivalent rearms, that they 
ne rext imo Paraphraſcs, barks 
heape togeather a great maſle of ſentence 
ol Cri pture, they think they have worth 
ly handled, and the vulgar abide therewith 

atisfied. Bur the inrerpreration rheredf 
requires much more then this, Certainly 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelfe, and the moſt excel- 
lent inſtruments which have ſpok by hi 
ſpirit, have not conrented themſelves to 
pronounce the affirmative, or negative up 
on any point, but beſides have ſhewed the 
rerfuns thercof. If they reach that the wor- 
ſhipof God ought to be ſpirituall; they 
give this proofe thereof,to wit that God; 
a ſpirir. If the alleadge to make the Jews 
ſee that the Mefias ought to die, and riſe 
again, the words of the Pſalmeſt, the 
tal not ſuffer thy holy one to ſte corruption: 
they frame thereof an argument which 


imports that this Oracle cannot relate but 
to Daw1id, orto Chriſt, that the body of 
David had notoriouſly felt the ſame cor- 
ruption # hich death brings to other men 
$0 that this prophecy could not belong 
but 
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but x io? 11 = lay frag matvis not 
nftihed the Law. t eithb 
Cadet the Law, which Hama 
fiane. It chey declare that Cirenmcifion 
doth nor juſtifie z they ſhew it by the- ex- 
ample of «Abrabham,who was juflificd be- 
fore he wy ng 7m Sothat his. cir- 
ing after his juſtification 
could not have produced it. Ifthey affirm 
that there wes a Law before that of Adoſes, 
they argue that where there is no- Law, there 
is ao fin: Now wereadthat theres was fin 
befare Hoſes : this 15 proved ethar 
death which is the wagesof tinne rajgned 
from 4Adamte AMojes. If they maintaine 
free Ele&ion; they produce the decree gi- 
ven before the infants had none cither good 
orevil. If they maintain that the Covenant 
ofgrace could not be diſanulled by the 
Law ; they make ir cleare that it d'd pre> 
cede the Law foure hnndred and thirty 
yeares.If they publiſh that Chriſt is grea- 
ter then the Angells z they prove it by 
his tithes which werenever conferred up- 
on them. If they preach the weakneſle of 
K 2 the 
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Jewiſh prieſthood, they take it from this, | 


that the Scripture hath ſubſticuted for it 
another,of anerder altogether different to 
it,after the order of Melchiſedech:for if pet 
fe&ion had been in the Leviticall Prieſt 
hood, what need had there been that ano 
the Prieſt ſhould ariſe, which was accord 
ing to the order of Aron? If they teach that 
Jefas Chriſt ought to die, they note,that 
wherethere is a Teſtament, there the death 
of the Teſtatour ought to intervene, before 
the heires can have benefit thereof. In brief 
ifthey ſpeak of the reſurreRion, or ofo- 
cher points of faith, their diſcourſe never 
confifi in bare affertions, but in reaſons, 
and demonſtrative proofs, 


Cuapr.Vil, 
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Cunaer VII. 


Of Popular reaſons, as well in the Romane 
Religion,as amongſt the Vulgay of the Or- 
thodox Churches. The difference betwixt 
the maximes of faith,and thoſe of charity. 


1 Hoſe which among the vulgar rea- 
h ſon upon marters of Religion, are ac- 
* | cuſtomed to conceive them as reaſons one 
f may call popular, Theſe reaſons aretaken 
* | from the ſuperficies, not from the very 
7 | {ubſtanceof truth. This is the reaſon why 
, | oft times they are found falſe : although 
their facility render them plauſible to the 
ignorant. If ir' were needfull one might 
ſhew thar.the Romane Religion is for rhe 
moſt part propt ap by popular reaſons.Po- 
pular is the compariſon of Interceſſours, 
which ate employed towards the Gran- 
dees of this world, brought for the Invoca- 
tion of Saints. Popular is the queſtion 
whether we ought to condemn our anceſt- 
ours, and ſo many ſouls, which hold th 
Fair 
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faith we at this day diſallow. Populx' 


arethe marks, underwhich they repreſent 
the Church: For the antiquity,multitude 
locall ſacceſhoa, are not efſcariall proper 
ties thereof. Popular are the auſteriti 

fakings, ſcourgings, and externall morti 

cation of the Monks profeſſion. Populz 
are the images and the title which isgive 


them, that.they arc the booke of dear 


The-moſt ordinary reaſon which autho-| 


riſeth rhe reaſon of the common people 
that of charity. Pra yers for thedead hav 
becn covered under this pretence; andmr 
ny ſometime have extended even to hel, 
prayingeven for the damned, not todelr 
ver them wholly from pain (knowing that 
is-impoſhble)-but for to procure for then 
ſomediminution thereof: wherennto chr 
rity carrieththem. The maximes of chati 
ty are more perſuaſive, -and efficacious 
mongſt the common people, then the 
max1mes of faith. The reaſon thereof is 
becauſe that thoſe of faith are more remo- 
ved from the appearance, and have not (0 
much relation with reaſon and naturall a 

tection 
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fe&tion as rhoſe of charity, which ate more 
1acelligible, and more agreeing with the 
common notion of men. Notwithſtand- 
ing to (ay truth, every a of Religion 
which is uaderraken without faich, is 
alſo wirhour chariry. And the charity of 
the ignoraur, is a ſtrange fire which is not 
acceptable at the altar, 
Bur our:diſcourle properly concerns them 
who being orthodox in points of Religion, 
prop not up the belict of them bur upon 
populat reafons,ſuch as are ſimilitudes and 
atguments of this kind, Thoſe which are 
found in Scripture are not of this rank, for 
the authority thereof makes them become 
demonſkgitions,and undoubred proofs.But 
all others have ro othet vertue the to clear 
being beſides uncapable ro provezaot with- 
ſtanding the vulgar will ſoner believe for 
one bare compariſon, which m:kethno 
proof, then for a reaſon well concluding. 
This is it that ſimilitudcs, particular exam- 
ples,and the like arguments have an appea- 
rance manifeſt to the ſenſe, and therefore 
move beyond eſſentia!l reaſons, which are 
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not perceiveable but by the underſtanding, 
Notwithſtanding this faith is not more 
ſolid. The man which conceives a point 
under the ſole reſemblance of truth, and 
not in the proper effence thereof, under- 
ſtandeth it not as he ought. This is to haye 
a true Opinion, but not a true knowledge, 
And more decejve: themſelves by & 
meanes, preſuming they have the know- 
ledge of 1 oint inllted whereof they have 
but the opinion, Ir ſufhceth not to ſay 
their opinion 15-conformable to the truth: 
For truth 15 not known by opinion. VV ho- 
ſoevcr aclires the knowledgethereof ought 
to cadeayour the underſtanding rather of 
orc concluding and formall reaſon, then 
ten thouſand Arguments which have but 
4 bare reſemblance of truth. 


Cuay, VIII. 
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Cnayr, VIII. 


Of whoſe who perſwade themſelves of the 
truth Ly falſereaſons. Of thoſe which falſely 
acnſe themſelves. 


T comes to paſſe that many believe a 
truth which is grounded on Scripture, 
but conceive it under a falſe reaſon. He 
believes the truth which holds we-'are ju- 
tified by faith, and not by works. But if 
te believe that faith hath a prerogative, be- 
cauſe it is more excellent then works, this 
reaſon is falſe, Fer though faith be more 
excellent then works, the cxcellency there- 
of is not the true cauſe why it juſtifies ra- 
ther then works. All the vulgar ſpirits 
know how to maintain a truth in cxpreſle 
tearmes of Scripture. Bur in that which 
the Scripture ſaith, they often imagine 2 
reaſon either falſe or impertinent. So 
the friends of Job did maintaine Gods 
cauſe, his power, prudence, wiſdome, and 
juſtice : but by falſe preſuppoſition. And 
ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely could one have faid that they 


err'd, if God himſelfe had nGt interpoſed 
his judgement in the difpute, So ſome tg 
exalt the grace of God,towards them, ae- 


cuſe themſelves to be the greare(t (inners in| ; 


the world:imitating the Apoſtle S, Paul 
who ſpeaketh of himſelf in this manner 
although that Jud4s, and choſe that had 
crucified the Prince of glory were (with 
out doubt) moreguilty. Now Saint Paul 
ranketh not himſelf imply among the 

reateſt ſinners, but amonsſt them which 


ad not finn'd but throvgh ignorance,” Ti| ; 


true that Originall fin is equall naturally 
in all men,and 'tis the grace of God which 
reſtrains many therein. But that to am 
plifie this grace,a man ſhould accuſe him- 
ſelf of aRvall finnes which he never com 
mitted, rhis is a fooliſh fort of falſhood, 


The water of ſprinkling which purifiel| | 


the unclean, did defile thoſe which were 


clean.If we would exalcthe mercy of God, 


we have cnow true arguments without 
ſearching imaginary for it. If we would ju- 


Nify his ſeverity,we find anow true crimes 
lite 
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inour life, without impoſing falſe ones 


upon us. Vhoſoever will ſpeak of God 
ought ro ſpeak according unto God,that is 
t01ay, according to the truth, otherwiſe it 
to ſpcak againſtGod.Tomaintain truth 
with Liſe reaſons, isto imitate the procee- 
ding of Rebecca, who to the end the Oracle 
might be found true, had recourſe to an a+ 
buſive means,uſing a fraudulent ſuperſtiti- 
on. There is nothing wherein one ought to 
be ſocircumſpeR, as 1n ſpeaking for the 
truth. He that undertakes to maintain it, 
is ſubje to a grievous cenſure, if he ac- 
quits not himſelf thereot pertinently. 


Cuavp, IX, 
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Of points whereof one onght to know the ca9- 
ſes. Many matters of Religion are vids 
culous without their cauſes. The under 
ftanding whereof decides many queſtims, 
From whence come the greateſt part of er 
rours, 


He matters of Religion at 

known principally either by their 

cauſes, or by their effe&s; The 

Deity, as being the higheſt cauſ: 

of all, is not demonſtrable but by itse&- 
fets. Whoſe decrees ought alſo to be 
ſought rather in their effects, then in their 
cauſes. But the other points which are ſub- 
ordinateare repreſented to us with theit 
cauſcs: which teach us the true reaſons 
of every one of them. And in this the lear- 
ned differ from the common people: For 
the vulgar ſees nor the quality or truth of a 
point, but in the effects and ſtreames: But 
 rocomprehend it well, it bchovesto ſee it 
in the ſpring. Many 
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Many matters of Religion are ridiculous 
rithout their cauſes. All the ceremoniall 
aw, if one knowsnot the reaſons thereof, 
snothing but a heap of unprofitable bur- 
&kns: The Temple but a ſhambles, and the 
xieſthood but a vaine occupation. In lieu 
thereof conſidering them in their cauſes, 


[very thing there 15 important evento the 


faſt circumſtances, V Vhoſoever (kall re- 
nember that! Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered out of 
te Ciry of Jeruſalem , will admire the - 
xovidence of this Law, which ordained 
hat the ſacrifices of ablations, whereof 
heblood ought robe carried into the holy 
tace,ſhould be conſumed out of the com- 
aſle of the Camp, orof the City. 

We know that our Lord in the dayes of 
tis fleſh, was environed with ſorrow and 
fare:But if we know not the cauſe there- 
of, we make him inferiour tom any mar- 
yrs who barca ſmiling face amidſt their 
puniſhments. The Jew underſtands no- 
ting in the Ceremoniall Lawes : for al- 
though he knowes the number thereof, all 
tbetr particular formshe'is ignorant of - 
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cauſe thereof not knowing that they wee 


given to ferve onely till the coming of 
Chriſt. The true meanesto well under 
ſtand 2 point, is to learn the cauſes thereok 
and the underſtanding of them is a fore 
raign eyc-ſalve to cleare ones ſelf of mx 
ny difficulties. Saint Pal ſheweth bythe 
finall cauſe of the Law, that it is uncape 
ble to juſtifie men : for (faith he) the Law 
came becauſe of tranſgreſſions, to wit to 
diſcover not to cover ther. And indeed 
they which think to be juſtified by the 
works of the Law, know not why it ws 
_ The Law was never given to juflt 

, Gal.2.21. on the contrary its office is 
to condemne men. 

A great part of errours which waſt Re 
ligion, and likewiſe of them which crow 
ble it at this day, proceeds from this, that 
the cauſe istaken for the effect, or the <> 


feR is taken for the cauſe. Inſtead tha | - 


the Sabbath is made for man, Phariſaiſme 
concluded that man iwas madejfor the 


Sabbath. Inſtead that meats were notun| 


clean, but becauſe they were forbidden, 
ſuper 
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ſuperſtition, believed them to be forbid- 
den becauſe rhey were uncleane, Inſtead 
tha: the alter ſanRified the offering they 
wonld by their Maximes, that the offer- 
ing did (antifiethe alcer, Inſtead that the 
$:1pture ſanRifieth the Church, it is 
maintained rhat the Church, ſanRifieth 
the: Scripture. Inſtcad rhat juſtification 
xmducerh works, they hold that works 
wmduce juſtificarion. And 'tis [likwiſe 
diſputed whether fatth depend on ele&ion 
or eleftion depend on faith. This turning 
wpfie rurvy is ordinary amongſt the igno- 
nt, who believe that the perſon is accep* 
table for his works, inſtead that the works 
re acceptable forthe perſon, 
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Pf the ignorance of the vulgar, who beliew 
that one ought not to ſearch nor give an 
other reaſon of the pornts of Religion, thes 
the will of God. 


ſhould kaow why, and how he work 

eth, we could not know how our Lon 
could be bora of a Virgin, yet notwith- 
_— this 15 one of the prime Article 
of our faith. He hath not ſaid why imftead 
of cauſing the Hebrews to paſſe when they 
came out of Egypt by the Philiſtins 
country, which was the ſtraight way to 
enter into Canaan, he led them by a great 
circuit full of wandrings and inconveni- 
ences. Nor why having given to Abrs 
ham the land of the Amorztes, his poſtery 
ty ought not to have poſſeſſed it bur at rhe 
end of 450 yeares, Gem, I5. Nor why the 
bill of divorce was permitted the Jewe, 
Nor why he diſapproved D avids deligne 
touching 


T: twcre not the will of God that we 


a 
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touching the building of the Temple. And 


;thouſand other effeAs of his providence, 
whereof he would have us know the cau- 
ſes; 
Many think dy know enough thereof, 
when-they referre all things fimply ro the 
will of God, which they ay ſufficeth for 
il reaſon : and that in every poiat, be it 
hiſtoricall, or dogmaticall, when one asks 
rhy it is (0, one ought to content himſelf 
vith ſaying that God would have it ſo,or 
hath ſo ordained. This Maxime teacherh 
norance under the ſhaddow of modeſty. 
By this meanes there's no queſtion bur 
may be avoided in two words : and the 
rerieſt idiot ſhall be capable to give a ſo- 
lution thereof. 'Tistruc the will of God is 
the ſoveraigne caule of all things, and the 
onely reaſon of a great part thereof. But 
this anſwer ſuffiſerh nor for all queſtions, 
tay in many matters it 15 impertinenr, 
When one askerh how A#&raham was ju- 
tified, this would be an abſurdity to an- 
ſwer that he was juſtified by the will of 
God, inſtead of ſaying it was by faith. An 
' Y wk, 
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abſurdity ro ſhew the firſt cauſe when 
the ſecond 1s demanded. An abſurdity to 
produce the will ot God, when the que- 
ſton 15 of the formall or inftrumcntall 
cauſe. An abſurdity ro name the Archi- 
tet inflead of the matter, Thts 15 to anni» 
lilate rhe diſpenſation which God hath 
cltablitbed in his works, and to breake 
downe thoſe ſteps by which he would 
have us climb up unto him, 'To think to 
leape over all at one leape, is extreme folly, 
A man that alledgcth nothing bur the will 
ot God upon a Subject propoſed, under- 
ſtands rot what this will of God 1s. For to 
underſtand tit, *ris neceflary ro know 
vhcrein it confliſteth, ang how it con- 
CErns the marrcr Th queſtion. Now rhe un 
derſtanding of this poinr preſuppoſerh the 
knowledge of ſecond cauſes, by which thi 
will of God worketh. Hethar alleadget) 
the ſecond cauſes, and gives reafons rhere 
ot allcadgeth the will of God : For God 
hath willed rhat {nach things ſhould be fo 


for ſuch re:fons, and theſe reaſons are one 


part of his wil!. When the Diſciple 
asked 
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aked why they could not delivertheman 
poſſeſſed, the vulgar an! wer would import, 
becauſe it pleaſed not God, But our = 
nores their inctcdulity, as a cauſe of this 
inability, and ſhewes faſting and prayer as 
the meanes neceflary to rhe expulſion of 
the Devill. When Saint Paul was buffet- 
ed by Sathan hedid not ſimply underſtand 
that ſuch was the will of God:but that his 
power was accompliſhed in weaknefle. 

When we ſcarch the cauſes of our ſal- 
vation, This would be a dangerous pro- 
ceediny to defire ro mount upto EleAion 
without pafſing by the middle meanes, 
The will of God is the firſt reaſon, bur the 
laſt anſiyer one ought to give to a que- 
ſtion. 


f 
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Eass MM, 


ObjeAions of the Uulgar touching the reaſons 
Scripture expreſſeth not, and how we may 
know them. 


He Scripture is full of Lawes and 
myſterics, whereot we know not the 
reaſons. We read of divers ceremonies, di- 
vers points of hiſtory and doctrine, the par- 
ticular reaſons whereof are not yet found 
Out, Bur oft times we abuſe our ſelves,by 
believing that the Scripture diſcovers not 
the reaſon thereof, under colour that our 
iznorance hindreth us from ſceing them. 
This is a common objeR&ion in the mouth 
of the vulgar, when rhey heare men reaſon 
upon any matter, to alleadge that this rea- 
ſon is not at all expreſt in Scripture. Cer- 


tainly the Scripture exprefleth not why | 


the Law permitted Homicides confin'd 


| within the Citiesof Refuge, to return to 


their houſes after the death of the high 
Prieſt, And notwithſtanding, beſides po 
l:rick” 
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litick reaſons which may be given for this 
Law, it is impudence \to deny that ir 
meant to repreſent the efficacy oft Chriſts 
death. But ro produce an example more 
formall to this purpoſe, the reaſon for 
which our Lord was put in a new. ſe- 
pulchre, wherein never any one was t uri- 
ed, Is NY leſle expreſt: Yet 
notwithſtanding we ſay that the wiſdome ! 
of God would prevent the malice of the | 
Jews, who not able todeny the truth of / 
higreſfurre&tion , might have difputcd the | 
cauſe thereof, pretending thar he had rc- 
covered life by couching the bones of ſome 
Prophet, as he that was raiſed in the grave 
of El:ſha. This reaſon is not grounded bur 
upon conjecture, but of ſo great appear 
rance, that it were a ſhameto rejeR ir, In 
many things the very effe& ſhews its cauſe 
If any man a*k why Jeſus Chriſt truſted 
Judis with the bag, whoſe covetouſnes he 
knew, rather then another of his diſciples; 
the reaſon thereof is evident to him thar 
confiders thrt the convenience of this of- 
fice rendered his trexſon fo much the mere 
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inexcuſable. VVhen the Scripture tells 
not-at all why God permitred finne, why 
he would harden Pharaob, why he ſuffers 
the veſſells of wrathzthe effe&s which pro- 
ceed thence, ſheiw that fin is the cauſe 
thereof. 


Cuae, XI. 


Of the prudence that is requiſite 13 the exa- 
mination of points where the cauſe 15 ua 
certaine, Of a Ly. Whether Satan made 
Pilates wife ſpeak for the 'ranocence of 


Feſw Cbriſt. 


T is true that one ought carcfully to 
take heed of thoſe cauſes, and reafons 
which arc not platy unto us, but by a con- 
je&turall appearance : for the conſequences 
thereof may be fooliſh and dangerous. | 
Some ha ve thought that Jaros in all the 
proceedings he made to gaine his fathers 
bleſſing, was inſpired by the ſpirit of God; 
But the cunſequence thereof ſounds very 
ill 


(16r) 
ill. For then it muſt be, that the Holy 
Ghoſt had diRated the deceitfull words 
which came from Facots mouth. Now 
God jis an enemy of lies, He may com- 
mand to kill, but not to pronouncea fal(- 
hood : although a bare ly be not ſo bad -a5 
manſlaughter. The reaſon vhercof is, that 
manſlaughter may be ſometimes an a of 
Juſtice ; bur 2 ly can never be truch. 'And 
therefore God himſelf may kill, bur he 
can never ly. On the other fide many have 
believed, that the drezxme which came to 
Pilates wife, proceeded from Satan, who 
forefceing his own ruine in the death of 
Chriſt, aflaicd ro hiader the ſenten ce. It 
ſpeculations mig hr be received, I could ſay 
that Satan might be in doubr of the quali- 
tic of Jeſus Chriſt, ſeing in him fo great 
wonders as conſtrained them to call-him 
the ſon of God, and then againe an ex- 
treame annihilation which ſeemed incom- 
prtible with his divinity : ſo that-hc 
thought ro-overwhelm lum wirh tormenes, 
a+ he got hisdefire on the firſt Adam by 
flatterics. That although he knew that 
L 4 the 
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the future death of Chriſt was foretold 
by the Prophets, by the ſacrifices and 0- 
ther figures, and by the faith of the ancient 
fathers : notwithſtanding he might ima» 
Fine, that as 1/aac upon the point he was 
to be ſacrifiſed by the exprefle command 
of God, was exempted from death , fome 
ſuch like thing might befall Jeſus Chriſt, 
I might alſo By.cha Satan having the day 
before procured the death of Chrift, and 
employed Jud. to this purpoſe, it is v 

incredible that he changed his mind af 
ſhort a time. But to come nearer unto the 
buſineſſe, this dreame which happened to 
Pilates wite is inſerted in the hiſtory as 
proceeding from an extraordinary cauſe. 
It this cauſe be uncertain, yet 'tis dinge- 
rousto attribute to the powcr of; Satan, 
that which might proceed from the in ſpi- 
ration of God. By the ſame reaſon be- 


fore alleadged we may conclude, that P:- 


late as well as his wife, was induced by Sa- 
ran to pronounce Chriſt innocent, But 


certainly I had rather take the Teſtimony | 


of his innocence. for the voice of God then 
ſor x ſubtilty of the Devil. Cu at, 
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Cuay. XIIL. 


0 bidden reaſons of ſome impertinent opini- 
ons on this ſubjeR, 


ccording to the vulgar,all publick ca- 
lamities, or particular, are but pu- 
uſhmenes of tinne, or corrections, or tri- 
ls. But they ought to be referred to many 
xher cauſes which are tous urckown, VVe 
tenotthe providence of God burt'in par- 
zlls. If we could ſce his works in their to- 
all, and join all ages togerher, we might 
xerceive in their I1nking rogether an order 
« |ofcauſes, and juſtice, whichcannot be ob- 
frved in retatle. Somehold that the per- 
bnall fins of the fathers are not puniſhed 
a their children, unlefſe when they are 
nade partakers thereof with them ; And 
- |totwithſtanding many children , never 


a* |\aving committed any evill, have been 


we with notable infirmities, which 
their fathers ſinnes have drawn upon 
bem.The picty of Joſs hindrcd rot that 


God 
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GoJ1 ſhould viſit in his owa perſon, thei- 
dolatrieof Marnaſſes,alchough with ſuch] 
temper as turned this puniſhment int 
mercy. In the contentions of theſe time, 
touching Gods foreknow ledge, reprobs| 
tion, and (ſuch like points, every man at- 
tempts to produce ſuch an opinion that 
God may be found juſt. To this purpale 
all the diſtin&tions, and reaſons are ſought 
our, which may be conceived. But if Gai 
himſelf ſhould hcarc out of the midſt of i} 
whirlwind ; that man which thinks hef 
well pleadeth the cauſe of God, will bef 
found to have maintiancd it with bad arf 
guments ; And without doubr, we ſhallf 
heare of reaſons whereof man nevef 
thought upon. 
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Cuay, XIII, 


i points reſulting from others, and of the 


mult;tude of conſequences. 


Here isnorl:ing wherein the vulgar is 
more ſubject to fail,chen inthe dedn- 
| ion of + conſequences, when one 


of joint is drawn from another, This is prin- 
5s holipally ſeen when one comes from a gene- 
11 befall point ro a particular: for generall Max- 


d at 
(hal 


eve 


es are caſie ro the common people; But 
nant of knowing their exceptions, they 
wc eaftly deceived, when they will apply 
&m to ſomeparticular ſubje&.The ſame 
wongruity 15 ofren found, when they 
make a generall rule of a particular exam- 
*, Ic 1s rruc that in ſome matters, an ex- 
laple alone 15 ſufficient to make up an u- 


—Tlerſall propoſition; if we could pr-duce 


fly one marr which hath been juſt:hed 


; a»tfaved by worksir would univerſally f [- 


"y that the juſtification of all others 


ought 
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ought to be attributed to works : There; 
ſon whereof is evident; ſuch as is the juſt 
fication of one, ſuch is the juſtification 
all others. On the other fide,if we ſhew bur 
one Which was juſtified without works, 
this is an univerſall Maxime for all. And 
the onely example of A4+raham produced 
by Saint Paul, 15 as ſtrong as a demonſtrz 
tion : but one cannot make a Maxime'of 
this that D avid never ſaw the children of 
the righteous brought to beggerie. The po- 
licy which God ſet up in 1ſraell, impeded} 
this calamity, whereunto many ſuch 25 Ls 

zaru might be ſubje@. Deut. 15, 4.Pſal. 
37. and 25. 

Many think they do enough, when they 
Uraw a confequence from a principle, and 
then another, and finally an entire chain | 
of concluſions ; but the more a conſe | 
quence is removed from 1ts principle the | 
more feeble and weak ir is. Thoſe which | 
are immediately tyed to their foundation, | 
are ſtrongeſt : as in a building, the part | 
which isneareſt to the foundation, is alſo | 
the firmeſt. Others, in wit proper:ion | 

ty 


are removed therefrom, loſe their 
ce, and the laſt often ends in points, and 
ders webbes,more ſubtile then ſolid. 
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n of Sat LL 


cded ener all conſiderations on the Scripture. Of 
matters which ſeem vulgar and of eaſie 
Pſal. underſt anding. 


hey O D would not that the Scripture 
and ſhould be very ſhort, to the end we 
he abound in knowledge ; nor over 
age, that our time might ſuffice ro learn 
the i There was a King that read it fonrty 
uh \imes. Mcrhod is requiſite thereunto. They 
an. ,mhoread it onely in retail, and in confu- 
7 (lon, cannot comprehend the harmony an! 
uſo | oncexture thereof. 
'01 | The wulgar ought ro know that the di- 
w { | ſtin&ion 
| 
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ſtintion thereof into Chapters and verſe 
having been made by godly men, but ſub- 
je& to erre, is found ofrentimes irregular, 
ſeparating that which ought to follow in 
a continued rhreed, and confounding tht 
which ought to be diſtioguiſhed. As to 
the reſt, tis rruc that no maa can promiſe 
himſelf x perfet underſtanding thereof, 
There arc more then a thouſand paſſage 
which no man ever yet underſtood. The 
Argumen : of Saint Pazlconcerning thole 
whic! ; are bapriſcd for the dead ; the fir 
which muſt prove every mans work ; the 
Priſon whetein S.Peter lodgeth the ſpirit 
of all men; rhe th 1ouſand yearcs of the 
Revelations, from whence the Millenaris 
have takenrheirnames ; are tous 15 ſealed 
letters, nor to {peak of an infinite number 
of queſtions in lyſtory , un Chronologie, 
in rhe names ot places, wm, precious 
ſtones, inſtruments of nwafick, and othe! 
ſubjeRs, the knowledge whercof is reſet 
ves for heaven, But on the other fide ths 
cleareſt paſſages are ofc times made ob- 
ſcurc by prejudices, which cover as a veil 
the 


(169) 
erſes þe cyEs of many readers. The true cauſe 
{yb-ybich renders the Scripture dark to them, 
ulat this, becavſe they tfezrch that which is 
w inÞ there, We will repreſent ſomething 
2 tha ÞPON this point. 
$ fa] Many marters of Scripture ſcem triviall. 
miſelt ſairh, that the ſun ſhines as well on rhe 
reof,þnjuſt, a5 the juſt;that we brovght nothing 
Tageſ#0 the world, & ſhal catty norhing there- 
the jom: a thing which experience ſufficient- 
hol yreacheth. Thar concord is good among ſt 
» frrethren ; that we ovehr to render to eve- 
. theſy one w hat belongs unto him ; that we 
pirit veht not todo to others what 1 we wou'd 


t the 


wot have done to us; and the like prop ofi- 
ions which the law of nature teacheth the 


1aris 
»alegjnoſt barbarous z that he that is invited to 
mbe feaſt, chooſe nor the higheſt place ; that 


te which ovghr, ſhould agree w irh his 
Creditor, to (hun the Priſonz And other 
nftruRione of prudence, of well being, 
md adminiſtration which every man 
tows without Scripture. God gave a 
commiſhon to the Prophet to publiſh an 
Oracle, rhe tenour whereof was, thar all 


ficth 
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fleſh is as grafle, and the glory thereof 
prafſe : which ſeemes to be ſufficiently 
known of ir ſelf, without extraordinary 
revelation. The 49. Pſal. calls all the in- 
habirants of the earth to heare rhings rare 
and excellent, which it promiſeth to diſco 
ver uato them; the ſumme whereof is this, 
that every man 1s mortall,that the wiſe man 
dyeth as well as the fool, that riches exempts 
no man from the grave ; and other ſenten- 
ces which the verieſt ideots ſufficicatly 
know,though they never had been writren: 
from hence 1t cometh that the ignorant ad- 
mireth not the Scripture, becauſe they be 
lieve it tells them nothing newzand in truth 
if the words thereot conratned nothing but 
what appeares maniifeſt , theſe matters 
would be purely vulgar : But this is that 
which deceives the greareſt part of readers, 
or rather their 1gnorance deceives them, 
in that they think theſe propoſitions of 
ſcripture have no other ſenſe , then that 
which is common and naturall to the 
groſſe(t perſon: . Thele are. as for the rerms, 
tae ſame ſcnrences which are dictated un- 

'0 
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; [to us either by nature, or by reaſon, or by 


experience, or by the univerſall voice of 
mankind: Bur the ſence which they have 
in (cripture; reacheth much further. That 
which ſeemes there to be triviaſl is full of 
rarities, which arc not perceivableto all 
ſorrs of ſpirits. If thete be queſtion of 2 
paſſage which ſpeaks of death, the world 
is full of preachers which will give a de- 
ſcription thereof, which will declaim in a 
patherick manner, and will fay all that 
which the ſimple know well enough: Bur 
this is but c@ touch the fuperfictes of ſcrip= 
ture. Sometimes 2t pronounceth kotuan þ 
taken from the mouth of common people, 
nay of Pagati authors; bur ir heightneth 
the ſence thereof, and referres to an end 
farre more noble. Many Philoſophers 
might have conceived the ſame morall 
precepts, nay in the ſame rearmes with 
ſercipture, but not to animate them with 
a ſence ſo high, and ſocomplear. This is 
the admirable art of the Holy Ghoſt, to 
hide the rareſt myſteries under the appea- 
rance of themoſt common matters . VVe 

M relerve 
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reſerye the examples hereot to another diſ- 
courle. 

The 1gnorant who belicve that all the 
ſubſtance of a paſlage conſiſts in that 
which 1s rhereia vulgar, rhe underſtand- 
ing whercot is eaſy, imaginethey under- 
ſtand it very well, and vunk they com- 
prehend all the ſenſe thereof. The opi- 
nion they have of this caſineſſe #buſerh 
them. V Vhen one finds a paſſage which 
ſecms ſo caſte, one may aſſure himiclf,that 
there 15 {>me norabledifficulry in ir. Thoſe 
whici ſcem moſt clear,are very often moſt 
obſcure.lf there be any thing which ſcems 
ro be clcar and intellig;b'e, ſuch are fi- 
militudes raken fr m common and ſenſi 
ble rhinz<,as of a ſower; of anct caſt into 
tne (ca;of azriinot muſtard-ſced;of leaven 
put in mex},cc. 1 hoſe copariſons becauſe 
they arc fimiliar arc even conremprible to 
the verieſt 1Jcors;and there isnone of them 
which attributes not to himſelf the under- 
ſtanding thereof; notwithſtanding, it may 
be there arc few mcn that comprehend the 
full ſenſe thereot : nor to ſpeak in the f1- 
mi- 
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nilitude of the Potter, that of the wild 0- 
live uled by Saint Pa/ upon the ſubje&t of 
the calling of the Gentiles, hath divers 
branches marvelouſly high, whereunto all 


* [annor atrain. 


One may referre hither divers ſubjects 
which ſeem to be within the cogniſance 
ofhumane arts and ſciences, As the Plera- 
& and other Celeſtiall fignes mentioned 
ia Fob, for Aſtrologie, The remedie appli- 
gd upon the Carbuncle of Ezetrab, and 
the third day obſerved for the moſt pain- 
full, in the wound of the Sirhemrees, for 
Phyſick. The ſtatue of Nebuchadaezzar, 
or burial). The temple, and roya[l houſes 
of Solomon, for ArchiteRvre;& an infinite- 
tefle of points which belong to Naturall 
Philoſophy. In cffeR rhere's no doubr bur 
the Scripture contains in it many admi- 
ble ſecrers of this quality:but this is bur 
the bark of a marrow more ſubſtantial! 
nd wholſome, 


M 2 Cnavy. II, 
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Cuar, 2, 


Of matters which ſeeme unprofitable in 
Steripture. Conſideratrons upon Chronele- 
£te, upon the Genealogies, Proper names, 
Ceremoniall Laws, Rules, Particularitie 
little conſiderable tn appearance, and br 
ſtorzes of enormous Atts. 


O underſtand the Scriptnre 'tis not 

enough to know what 1t ſaith; *Tis 
neceſſary alſo rokno# why it ſaith it. For 
the diſcourſc thereof tends oftentimes to 
abut the words cxpreſſe not. There is 
nothing ſo cleareas the' Morall law ; the 
precepts thereof are' evident 5 there 1s no 
man ſo brutiſh, which underſtands not 
very well when it ſpeaks of honouring fa- 
ther and mother, of abſteining from homi- 
cide, from falſe witneſſe, c. Notwith- 
fanding Saiar Paul ſaith, this law was co- 
vered with a veil, and that the Jews could 
not ſee Moſes face. They did comprehend 
well the ſenſe thereof; but ſaw not the aim 
theres 


— — 
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hereof, which ſeemed to contradia- eve 
the language and the appearance of it. Fo* 
the law promiſed life to him that fulfilled 
itz and yet notwithſtanding this was nor 
the intention of the Law ro induce usto 
ſearch for life by the fulfilling therof; Our 
Lord ſaid, If thou wilt enter into life, bee 
the commandements : and notwithſtand- 
ing this propoſition tended to an end quite 
different, to wit that we ſhould not hope 
for (alvation by obſervation of the com- 
mandements. The ſame ought to be obſer- 
vedin divers other paſſages. 

The Scripture is full of an infinity of 
matters, which conſidered in chembabres 
ſeem to be wholly unprofitable, or at leaft 
of very little importance, if one take not 
heed at what [they aim at. It is true that 
ſome are either more profitable, or more 
conſiderable then others; our Lord him- 
ſelf diſtinguiſheth the greater commande- 
ments from the leſſer. Without doubt the 
hiſtory of Chriſts paſſion is more neceſſa- 
ry then that of S ampſon,or the victories of 
D avid,or the deſcription of Solomons Pa- 
M 3 lace 
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lace, If it be ſo that the Scripture containg 
nothing ſuperfluous, there is neither x 
tache,nor a goats haire in all the Tabernz- 
cle,which ſerves not to the perfeRion of it, 

To this purpoſe are the accounts cf the 
yeares, which the Scriptures obſerve {6 
puncually, It werea very great brutiſh- 
neſſeto be ignorant, whether the world 
harh contigued a long time, and how. The 
dayes of the ancient Fathers, and the mea- 
ſure of the following ages, which the ho- 
ly hiſtory calculates ſo exaRly, give us 
their chronology. The 430 years which &x- 
pired che very night the Hebrews came our 
of Egypt , publiſhed rhe immurable truth; 
of God, whoſe promiſe failed not to be et- 
feted at thenamed day. The thircieth ycar 
of Jeſus Chriſt, wherein he beg1a to exer- 
ciſe the Office of a redeemer, was the age 
in which the Prieſts entred into their 
charge. The periods which are obſerved 
from the creation to the flond,” from 1he 
floud to the promiſe, from rhe promiſe to 
the Law, from the Law .to the building of 
the Temple, from thence ro the captivi- 

ty, 


L 
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tains y, and fi the ca wityto Chriſt; their 
ier 2 xrent, their number, their relation and 
& [proportion are all full of wonders. Seven 
of it, feares were imployed to the conqueſt of 
f the Canaan, Seven yearesto bu:ld the Tem- 
© {0 [ple, ſeventie yearesit was in raiſing, ſeven 
1ſh- [times ſeven yeares they were hindred from 
2rld [rebuilding ir,and ſeven times ſeventy years 
he [inthe whole, (which are the weekes of 
E- | Darnzel) it (tood till the ſecond deſtrui- 
10» on z which happened the tenth of Au- 
us [uf which was the very day whereta it 
X- [had been ruined the firſt time, more then 
ut | five hundred fifty years betore. The life 
lh Jof Moſes is found equally divided inro 
t- three, forty yeares he was a Conrcier in 
Ir | Egypt; forty veares a ſhepherd in Madan; 
* | forty yeares a conducter of the pcople in 
* | the wilderneſle. 
{ 


The ſame harmony we obſerve in times, 
5sſeen in generations, Moſes rhe Lawgiver, 

| was the ſeventh man aticr Abraham, t0 
whom Go1 gave the promiſes; Alraham 
the ſeventh from Heer, of whom the He- 
brews arc deſcecded z Heber the feventh 

| M 4 * from 
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from Eroch, the firſt that was capght up 
ro heaven; Eroch the ſeventh from Adam, 
Ten generations from the Creation to the 
flood 


- ten generations from the flood to hy 
the promiſe. From Atraham to David | 


fourtcen generations, from D 441d to the 


captivity fourteen generations, from the | 


captivity to Chriſt fourteen generaticns, 
which make in all, forty rwo,' and anſwer 
the forry two journcys of the Iſraclites, 
from their departure from Ezpt to the 
land of Canaan. But moreover, thee Ge 
nealogies ſerve to (bevy us, beſides the ori- 
inall of every nation, that which brought 
orth ro us the Son of God; for it wasa 
matter of importancerhat his people, his 
tribe, and his familie,whercof he was to be 
born, ſhould beexatly marked out, Here 
unto ſerves the catalogue of ſo many per- 
ſons, the number whercof is found in 
Scripture. 
But beſides this liſt of aames in Genea- 
ies, we read there are an infiniteneſle 
Of others, the 'knowledge whereof ſcems 
not to be of great fruit; yet notwitſtanding 
can 


fc 
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fe can ſhew their 1mportance in divers 
zamp'cs. Ir ſufficerh meto note by the 
y, that which may be without much dif- 
re, how we ought to underſtand the re- 
aralloft our Lord, rouching Lazarm, 


nd the wicked rich man, to wit, whether 


narearmes of hiſtory, or in form of a pa- 
nble 3 whether it may be thought that 
Lazarus by changing of the diale, 15the 
oper name of E leazar the ſervant of A4- 
hnabam, Thus Jeſvs Chriſt placeth Laza- 
10 the boſome, or at che table of this 
Patriarch, whoſe houſhold ſervant he had 
been. It may be there is a ſecret Antithe- 
js between the quality of this wicked rich 
man, who is repreſented, as being of the 
dlood of AZraham, whoſe ſon he 15 called, - 
and that quality of rhe other who was but 
i ſervant. That Maxim which imports that 
very narration wherein 15s expreſt the 
proper name of ſome one, ought to beta- 
= for hiſtoric, is not alwaycsto be recet- 
ved, 

I willnot ſtay long to ſhew what ufe 
there is at this day of the \ 

aws 
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Lawes of the Old Teſtament, This ſub- 
je& requires a longer diſcourte,[ will only 
ſay that this is one of thericheſt cabbiner 
of Divinity, full of inc{timable Jewells 
but one ought ro be very expert, to know 
the kinds, the properces, the uſe, and the 
value of every one of them. Jeſus Chrif 
is there painred out unto us, in divers tz 
bles, which ſerve us to convince the blind- 
neſſe of the Jews. The numbring up of di- 
vers fins, for which this Law ordained ( | 
erifices, is an afſurice ro them that are guil- 
ty thereof, that they may obtain pardon, 
Sucha one as being faln inco per jury, be- 
lieves he hath commitred a fin which the 
Scripture pronounceth unpardonable,hath 
found a remedie againſt deſpaire, hearing 
che Ceremoniall Law, which preſcribes a 
ſinne Offering altogether expreſſe in favor 
of wilfull perjury, which it wquld not do, 
were this crime unpardonable, 

We find alſo in the Old [eſtament 
many rules, and narrations, which ſerve ' 
in ſhew, neither for faith, nor maaner;, 
nor for our comfort. This 1s ſcen princi- 
pally 
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ſab-jally in the books of Aſoſes, that the moſt 
only portant matters are touched but in few 
ines frords, And on the contrary, divers mean 
ells; {hings, and lefle confiderable, are there re- 
now [reſenred at length, The redemption by 
the ſhe Mefſias which God prumiſed Man , 
"if ſmmediately after his fall z the calling of 
tz- Ihe Gentiles forctold to Abraham ; the 
nd- [Prieſthood of Melchiſedech, the mott il- 
fdi- [uſtrious figure of Chriſt; and many 0- 
{a- [her points of ſoveraigne dodtrine, are ſet 
vil- [owne there bur very briefly. Whereas 
on, [the birth of 1ſmael, the comra&t of 1ſaacs 
be- [marriage, and the like hiſtories, are there 
the [delivered largely, even to the ſmalleſt par- 
th [ticulars. I give hereof this reaſon, that the 
og [Church being in the age of infancy her 
s 2 |inſtro&tion ought to confiſt more in rudi- 
'or |menrs, then in high and hard leffons, for 
lo. ihe was nor then capable thereof. But it 

| | may be demanded what uſe m3y be made 
"nt by reading them at this day > Ir is all full 
ve ot my eries. The onely hiftoricof Agar 
and 7/mael, interpreted by Saint Pau/,cven 
-j- |tothe meaneſt circumſtances, ſhews what 
we 
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may judge of all other hiſtories of the Ol; 

Teſtamene,although we ſce not what th 
aim at.God would teach usgreat things byþ 
ſinall. Divers particulars of ſmall conſs 
quence, which the Scriptures declare very 
largely, ſerve to make us ſee how many ad- 
mirable etfets have proceeded from frives |; 
lous occaſions: witnefſe Facobs primogeni- 
ture. The law forbidding to take the old, & || 

the young birds, to wit in their neſts,to ar 
mazle the ox that treades out the corn, & the 
like lawes extend further then they ſeem, | 
The New Teſtament mentions the parch- | 
ments. 2nd cloat of Saint Paul : thecoun- 
cell he gives Timothy, to wſe s little win 
for the weakneſſe of his ſtomack ; the bury- 
ing of the wicked rich man, where that of 
Lazarus is omitred ; and in divers hiſto- 
ries many circumſtances which the vulgar 
hold tobe unprofitable for want of know- 
ing their cauſes. Thea of Jeſus Chriſt 
ſtretching forth the hgpid to rouch the leper 
appearcd not conſidefgble bur ro them who 
knew. the Law by{fwhich this touching 
was declared a de lQnent. The ſame Law 
| forbad 
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 Oldþibad the high Prieſt, who repreſented Je- 
theyſs Chriſt, to enter intoany houſe wherein 
7s by here was any dead: yet notwithſtanding 
x Lord himſelf rouched the bier, nay the 
very fad body, to wit the daughter of Jairas, 
'ad-] VVemay find in theſe particulars an 
Ive jncomparable richneſle of doQrine. 

en-| 'Tis not enoughto know the generall 
» & [incention of a paſſage;each of them hath a 
##- [particular end. There is one meaning of the 
the Crninn buſh, another of the living crea- 
& 

lt 


1M. [tures painted out in the viſion of Ezekrel, 
- [The Pſalmiſt ſpeaking of the food which 
un- | God provides for beaſts,makes mention of 
'u | young ravens, rather then of other fouls of 
ty- | theaire, for a {peciall reaſon. The Revelati- 
{ | 0n repreſentsnor Chriſt to all theChurch - 
O- | es, under the ſame figure. To one ir ſhews 
ar | the ftars, and the golden Candleſticks; to 
W* | another, it makes it fee the two edged 
iſt | {word z to another flaming eyes, and the 
XX | feet asf braſſe. His titles are divers ac- 
0 | cording to the diverſity of ſubje&s. Man 
lg | know in generall, that the ceremonies fi - 


i gure out Chriſt, but know not how, and 
in 
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in| what quality each of them repreſenthþ 
him. Therei1s none of rhem which hath | 


nor, beſides the general! intention of the 
Law, their particular aime andreaſon, for 


want of underſtanding them — y 


1 


makes the reading of them contemptib 
and envied by the common people. 
Many alſo not knowirg at what the 
Scripture aimes,are aſtoniſhed at the reci- 
tal of divers enormous things which it par 
ticulariſerh fo carefully. I purnot in this 
rank thoſewhich are ſymbolical;as the c6- 
mandement made to Hoſta,rhat he ſhould 
get unto him a whore,this is but a parable, 
But the inceſt of Fudzs with his ſons wife 
| Feerns fitrer ro have been buricd with him, 
rhento be inferred in the boly hiſtory, & 
ven with ſo many ſhameful] and horrid 
' circumſtances : yer notwirhſtanding if 
one heed the arrogance of the Jews, whick 
inſolently glory of their extra&tion, who 
ground cvcn their eletien and divine alli- 


ancÞ on the vertuesof their Patriarks;One | 


(hall: find this error cannot be better reſu- 
red, nor this pride better raken down,then 
by 


f 


ſent 
ath 
the 
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; making them ſee” the proceedings of 
cir farther, guilty of a thouſand filthy 
"ts. 
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b- the method which ſeems defefirve 11fma- 
ny diſcourſes of Scripture, Of the file 
thereof. Of ſuperflueus words. Of ſtrange 
#m:litudes. Of the imitation of Scripe 
ture language. Of myſterious omrſſions. 


Here are found many diſcourſes in 

the Scripture which ſecm to be with- 

out order , and without connexion, * 
wilt wirh pieces 111 joyned, nay (in the 
wdgement of the ignorant) extravagant, 
ad from the purpoſe. 

The Lamentations of Jeremy, a num- 
þr of Pſalmes, divers Sermons of our 
Lord, fome Epiſtles of the Apoſtles, keep 
ot in appearance any regular rfiethod. 
Many ſubje&ts ſeem ranked confuſedly in 
hiſtory 
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hiſtory, unleſſe one ſee their lubjeRs, the|, 


coaneRion, and their aim,as in the Apolkc 


gy of Sainr Stephen, andorher places,Oue 
"may take norice of cenfures made as i 


ſeameth out of feaſon, nay, which is mc 
divers anſwers which concern not the qu 
ries, and in no wayes touchthe queſtion 
propoſed. The vulgar interpreters are 
much troubled when they muſt cxoound 
ſuch paſſages; and ſhew themſelves ridi- 
culous, endeavouring ro reduce them to 
the ordinary rules of their Logick ; By 
this meanes they give them a contrary and 
forced ſenſe. What may be ſaid vpon this 
ſubje& cannot be comprehended in this 
bridgement; I will touch bur one point 
thereof for cxample of all the reſt. 

| Sometimes it is ſaid in the Goſpell,that 
Jeſs anſwered , where notwithſtanding 
t appeareth not by any circumſtance of 
Scripture that any had- ſpoke unto him. 
Some are aſtoniſhed then, why it is ſaid he 
anſwered, when none had asked him. I 


take this tearm not for a bare Hebraiſme, | 


but indeed for a propoſall relative to ano- | 


thers. 
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thers. Now many which opened nor their 
nouth in the preſence of Jeſus Chriſt,cea- 
ſed not to ſpeake in the fecret of their 
hearr, but their thoughts being known to 


em, he anſwered the ſubjet of their 


thoughts. 
e ought alſo to obſerve, that where 


the Scripture oft-times breaks off that 
which ſeems ſhould have followed, in the 
thredof the ſame diſcourſe, and inſerts a 
ſubje& quite different, whereof the hearers 
never thought ; If the conſtrution thereof 
benot alwaics Grammaricall, it is reall; 
conſiſting more in the coherence of my- 
ſeries rhea in the forme of words, 

In that which the Scripture ſaich one 
ought even to conſider why it ſpeaks in 
ſuch tearms; for when it expreſſeth the 
lame thing by divers names, this diverfitic 
of words repreſcnreth alwaics ſome diver- 


'| fitie of qualitie in the ſame ſubje&. Such 
*[2thing is called by one name in one paſ(- 


lage,which is orherwiſe named in another, 
nd this tor a notable cauſe. Aſoſes (FE xod. 


13.) aiked what*was the name of God, that 
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is to ſay, in what qualitic he ſhould ſpeak, 
whether as £ lobim, or as Jehovah, or x 
Shadat, or Adma, or according to ſome 6 


ther name by which he 15 called. Iris tobe|- 


nored, that the title of Jehovah, which is 
tranſlated Lord, was not given him in all 
the Scriprure touching the Creation, but 
onely afrer rhe making of man, In one 
place the Scripture ſaith, that Jeſus Chriſt 
ſitteth on che right hand of God ; In ano- 
thee, that he ſtanderh at the right hand of 
God. I have before ſpoken of the redun- 
dants which ſeeme to be in Scripture , 
When it ſaith that ſuch a man lived 
many years, and then died ; 'Theſe two laſt 


words ſeeme to be ſuperfluous, which con- 
taine notwithſtanding a ſubſtantial addi- 
tion. Ir gives this Epitaph but rothe Px 


triarchs which lived before the flood; Ot | 


all rhoſe which died after Noah, it faith 
barely, ſuch a man lived ſo many yearcs, 
without adding that he died; Whichthing 
isconfiderable. It is to be obſerved allo, 
whether the Scripture it ſclfe ſpeaks, or 
whether ſome body els ſpeake iu1 it, The 

ſimilitude 


_ 
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ſimilicude which compares God to a man 
that was dead afleep with roo much drink, 
is bur an echo, or an Ironicall repetition 
of rhe id»laters language , who ſpake of 
God in thoſe jolly rearmes. Ir is tobe no- 
ted alſo, thar the Scripture ſometime ex- 
preſicth a thing by its contrary ; As when 
one is accuſed to have bleſſed God, to de- 
note the moſt horrible impiety that may 
be ; Theſe obſervations require many 0- 
thers, which we omit, 

I will ſpeake onely one word of a queſti- 
on that may be made, to wit, whether wee 
may not accuſtome our ſelves ro writc,anc| 
ſpeak the ame ſtyle with the Scripture , 
There are found ſome that affe& its lan- 


' guage, and affay to counterfeit its voyce to 


zuthorize their dreams, and make them 
paſſe for Oracles z Bur they are barbariſms 
in divinitic have male thoſe drezmes be ac- 
counted for ſtrange. Ir were therefore ro 
be wiſhed, that thoſe that ſpeak accorling 
to the truch of Scripture, had alſo the 
phraſe, and language thereof. A Sermon 
woven not with ſuperfluous , or imperri- 

N 2 near 
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nent quotations, but with rearms,and ſpee- i 
ches of the Holy Ghoſt, joyned, and ran- |, 
ked in their proper places, nips off the lu- | _ 
ſtreof the moſt eloquent pieces. A colles | 
Rion which might be made upon all ſorts | 
of ſubjes, cogtinuall reading, a method Ik; 
fir for this purpoſe, are a memorie ready, 
and preſent ro occurrences,a judicious ſpt- | 
rit, and long experience might frame the P 
habit thereof. But we muſt obſerve, that | 
as the Scripture often hides an extraordi- |, 
narie ſenſe under a common phraſe, wee » 
may well have the ſame words of it,though |- 
not alwaies in fo lofry a ſence. There u |, 
tor example, ſometimes a reproote,or a do- | | 
Arinc,al whoſe words imply ſome prophe- |; 
cie which concernes not at all the preſent 
time, or any prediction whereot rhe ac- 
compliſhment is to us unknown. VV e may 
rruly pronounce the ſame words as the 
Scripture, but in our mouth they are not | 
Propheticall. | 
Tocloſle this Chapter, wee arc not onely | 
to conſider what the Scripture faith. but | 
alſo very often why ir conceales certaine | 
things 


Fi 
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things, for in many places it ſpeaketh e* 
xn by ſilence ; and its ſilence is lignifica- 
tive. That which I would ſay concernes 
not thoſe matrers whereupon the leaſt 


N- 
u- 
_ oper 7;obere queſtions, as upon the 
14 (day of Chriſts Natwity ; bisaRions from 
ly his infancy to his tweltth yeare, and from 
-2 |that time to his age of thirty yearesz and 
: other points whereof the holy hiſt 
"© \{pcakes not. It may bee diſputed alſo 
why the tribe of Dan is cmurted. Re- 
vel, 7. 1n a Catalogue where all others 
n aory named. But the ſole omiſ- 
fon of Mel:hiſedechs Genealogie, of his 
birth, and death,ſhew that the very ſilence 
of Scripture is myſterious, including the 
image of Chriſts eternity. I doubr' not 
but it containes many other examples of 
this kind, though our cye cannot ſee them 
all, 


ar 
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Cuay, [I], 
Of infuſed knowledge, Of Apoſtleſhip. Of 
thoſe that know nothing but ty books. 


Lay afide the queſtion whether rhe 
| $e:te prophecte have wholly ceaſcd, 
We call a Prophet not him which fore 
tells what 1s ro come, asthe vulgar under- 
ftand, but him which hath graces extraor- 
dinarily infuſed, for the underſtanding , 
and interpretation of the divine myſterics. 
Thete lights arenot given at this day in fo 
eminent a degree as heretofore; but it may 
bee they are not wholly extinguiſhed 
though they are rare, and communicated 
to very few perſons. Tis not enough ro 
objec, that there may be found ſome ſub- 
lime divine, whoſe knowledge proceeds 
not from ſtudy, fo much as other mens. 
The heavealy influences may deſcend as 
well intro a library, as into a wildcrneſſe; 
D a+/el ſtudicd on Jeremy when the An- 
vell cameto ſpeake unto him. St. Paul 
amidſt the ordinary inſpirations of Gods 

ſpirir, 


a 
; 


be 
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irit, even after he had bin in the third 
ven, deſired that Timothy ſhould ſend 
im the books. Tis true when a man at 
is day hath ſo much ſpirttuall wiſdome, 
the chiete Apoltles, it he bath nor the 
ame authority, nor the Prerogatives 
which wereto them perſonall, and Cannot 
be tranſmitted by any title of {ucceſſion, 
No man can be qualified as an Apoſtle 
unleſſe he had ſcene Jeſus Chriſt raiſea 
from the dead, roche end he might ſpeake 
23 an eye witnefſe, This ſerved as a pre- 
tence to St, Pawls enemics, to diſpure his 
Apoſtleſhip,alleadging that he being con- 
verred only after the aſcenſion of ourLord 
be could not have ſeene him. But he ha 
ſeen him in hefven ; and in this very ching 
he had a very great advantage above the 0- 
ther Apoſtles, which ſaw him not but upon 
the earth. To come to our mark ; although 
that divine knowledge 1s no more com- 
municated but by ordinary meanes, and 


' above all , by rhe reading of divers au- 
| thours, I cannot ho!4 them for great di- 


vines, whoſe knowledge coaliſts but in a 
N 4 bare 
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bare remembrance of what they have read, j 
Much reading, and a good memory make þe 
not a knowing man. They that cannot ſay þ, 
but what they have read have not the þo! 
true gift of Prophecie ; yet lefle, rhoſe 
poore ignorants which learae by heart 0- 
other mens Sermons, Such ſhoulders are 
not capable to beare the arke of God. 


Cuaar. V. 
Of eloquence. The principall part thereof 
unknowne by the ng gs of Pres a 
h 
; 


chers, Of Vulgar matter$ in Sermons. | 
The excuſe and deceit of ignorant Pree+ | 
thers. Whether the word of God be in like | 
luſtre in the mouthes gf all, 


c 
0 

He firſt, and principall quality re- | 
quired in a Biſhop,is to be didactick, 

to t 
X 

n 


capable toreach excellent matters, 
214 to handle them powerfully, and pro- 
perly. I tandnot on them who under 
colour of the ſimplicity of the Scripture | 
coademne abſolutely the uſe of eloquence 
in 


| 
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d. Itheinterpretation thereof. Certainly 
ce peffeminate diſcourſe woven with flow- 
y þ, variagated with colours, and wantonly 
16 Horned, ts ſutable to the vulgar, as a pop- 
ſe kt ro little children, is incompetible with 
>» keMajeſty of the Goſpel.But a maſculine, 
re kd vigorous eloquence cloarked with 
ptuous ornaments, and alwayes more 
urall rhen artificiall,is nor onely con- 
enicnt but alſo neceſſary for a Miniſter. 
ky hee is unworthy to ſpeake in the 
& Church, which cannot ſpcake cloquent- 
A 4 They that are hercin defeftive, are ac- 
#, ſtomed to blame in an other rhat which 
- jhey themſelves ſee doth well . For there 
# 5no man ſo brutiſh who defires not, when 
ie ſpeakes in publique,to expreſſc himſelf 
nthe beſt tearmes hee can. Furthermore 

- jevulgar give oftentimes the reputation 
, eloquence ro many which have not the 
ry ſhadow of it. 50 a man heapes toge- 
_ abundance of words, with a fine 
ile, though he hath not any true Rheta- 
rcke, he (hall paſſe inthe eſteeme of the 
pnorant for a great Oratour, But that 
which 
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which is more conſiderable, the principall 
piece of cloquence conſiſterh not in f- 
ures, and other ornaments of language; lt 
yes in that which is called invention, and 
in the choice of matter wh.ch 15 the ſtuffe 
of a diſcourſe. A weake underſtanding is 
moved with repreſentations, and tragicall 
deſcriptions, with exclamations, n—_—_ 
and other paſhonate ations: But a man 
of underſtanding will be inſtructed with 
reaſons. And this is folly to move the af- ; 
fetions without inſtruting the under- þ 
Randing; a proceeding contrary to is 
natural! order which God hath eſtabli- 
ſhed amongſt the faculties of the Souls, |; 
and rhe diſpoſition which the Holy Ghok |, 
keepes in our ſanQification. The devoti- 51 
on which ſuch diſcourſes kindle in the |, 
hearers, 15 a fire of chaffe, which laſts but ;; 
during the Sermon z Bur the true inſtru- |, 
Aion which muſt be given to the under- ,, 
ſtanding, conſiſteth not 1n vulgar matrers, if 
When a Preacher hath ſaid that we muſt |, 
believe in God, that every man 1s a (inner, Uh 


that Jeſus Chriſt is come into the world, |. 
an 


n fi- 


th many words, without producing up- 
Cz It 


ſuch points any thing, but wh:ch 1s al- 
common and knowne to his au- 


8 Shatcdthem, Chis is nottoteach a man, 
hee 1s taught but that which hee 
3, howes already, though onerell it him im 
Ib frers words, and different phraſes. The 
1th familiar, and moſt notable points for 
af- briſtians,ſuch as are the Precepts of the 
ct- alogue,and the Articles of the Creed, 
be frlude an infinite number of rare mat- 
Ii- þ . forhat a ſcribe that is knowing in that 
I thich concernes the Kingdome of Hea- 
on, may alwaiesdraw thence new things, 
= The Plalmiſt who prayed that he might 
ecleare ſighted to diſcover the won 
#rhe law, knevy that it contained much 
ore then moralirics naturally knowne 
men, They which treat ofthe points 
religion ſo l1ghtly, preſent you with the 
aſcall lambe boy!cd in water, nay even 
'; jtogether raw, contrary to Gods ordi- 
; znce. The ordinary excuſe of ſuch Prea- 
| chers 
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which is more conſiderable, the principall 


piece of cloquence conſiſterh not in 6+ 


ures, and other ornaments of language; It 
yes in that which is called invention, and 
in the choice of matter wh.ch 15 the ſtuffe 
of a diſcourſe. A weake underſtanding is 
moved with repreſentations, and tragicall 
deſcriptions, with exclamations, —_—_— 
and other paſſionate ations: But a man 
ofunderſtanding will be inftruted with 
reaſons. And this is folly ro move the af- 
fetions without inſtructing the under- 
Randing; a proceeding contrary to the 
natural! order which God hath eſtabli- 
ſhed amongſt the faculties of the Soule, 
and rhe diſpoſition which the Holy Ghoſt 
keepes in our ſanification. The devoti- 
on which ſuch diſcourſes kindle in the 
hearers, 15 a fire of chafte, which laſts but 
during the Sermon z Bur the true inſtru- 
Aion which muſt be given to the under- 
ſtanding, conſifteth not in vulgar matrers, 
When a Preacher hath ſaid that we muſt 
believe in God, that every man 1s a ſinner, 
that Jeſus Chriſt is come into the world 
all 
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ſhall turne and widen this diſcourſe 
ith many words, without producing up- 
a ſuch points any thing, but wh:ch 1s al- 
ady common and knowne to his au- 
itors, 1 doenotthinke that he hath in- 
ated them. This is notto teach a man, 
then hce 1s taught but that which hee 
mnowes already, thow zh onerell it him m 
livers words, and different phraſes. The 
noſt familiar, and moſt notable points for 
Chriſtians,ſuch as are the Precepts of the 
decalogue, and the Articles of the Creed, 
aclude an infinite number of rare mat- 
ers, ſorhat a ſcribe that is knowing in that 
rhich concernes the Kingdome of Hea- 
en, may alwaies draw thence new things, 
The Pſalmiſt wh o prayed that he might 
ecleare hghted to diſcover the wonders 
fthe law, knew that it contained much 
nore then moralirics naturally knowne 
Omen, They which treat of the points 
f religion ſo lightly, preſent you with the 
raſcal! lambe boy1cd in water, nay even 
altogether raw, contrary to G ;0ds ordi- 
tznce. The ordinary excuſe of ſuch Prea- 
chers 
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chers, which they pur in the cares, and 
mouth of the common people is this, that] 
they Preach the word of God, and that 
therefore one ought to content himſelſe 
with their doQrine, though ir be rriviall L 
andone ought not to bee troubled with ;; 
their frequent repetitions, nor diſdaine 
their groſſe ſtile, and otherdefeRs which |; 
are found in their diſcourſes, V Vhere- c 
unto I ſhall onely ſay, that tis an abuſe 
ofthe people to ſay, that a mans Sermon 
is the word of God. Ir is but the inter 
tation thereof ; which if it be defeRive, or 
confuſed, or darke, or fooliſh, or extrava- 
gant, doth injure more the word of God 
then it receives authority there-from. This 
tolour they give their ignorance, ſerveth 
to foment that of the people, the greater | 
patt whereof contene themſelves with that ; 
they know of religion, and even make a | 
ſcruple to lcarne more. One of the de- |; 
b 
h 
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ceipts by which many Preachers are ac- 
cuſtomed to hidethis defe&t is this, to rake 


text of three words, upon which they |, 
inlarge , 
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and large themſelves in digreſſions, mixing 
þ |theold and new Teſtament, reducing 
"at 111 divinity into one Sermon, and there 1s 
elſe, matter ſo remote-from the ſubje& , 
all, which either by hooke or by crooke they 
it Hice not totheir purpoſe. So that once2 
"Mc liant expoſitor of Scripture imployed 
Cl ory yeares in interpreting the Propher 
w Eſey. The prolixiry whereby they affe& 
"© toappeare as Giants who neede a whole 
91 Acreof ground ro ſtretch themſelves up- 
on, is of nogreat fruit. A ſuccinA, and 
zervous diſcourſe, nay one ſole reaſon ve- 
ry pertinent, or one rare, Or extraordina- 
ry conception couched in few words, ſhall 
rarher convert a foule, or ſhall grave 
thereon more lively impreſſions, then theſe 
aft diſcourſes ſhall doe, more fruiAtull 
n words then matter. V Ve have many 
Sermons of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſome of his 
Apoſtles : But the longeſt of them may 
de pronounced in the ſpace of halte an 
hovre. Finally not rotouch on the repeti- 
tions, wherewith many fill their audito- 
ryes, we ſhall find them which will be 
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exattothedividing of a graine of ſand| 
by fo ſmall diſtinAions,and diviſions,thas, 
they them ſelves can ſcarce diſcerne them; 
If in licu of the vulgar method, which uns, 
der colour of defiring roffay all that con+| 
cernes a tex!, yet tcacheth nothing but 
things common and a thouſand times re- 
peatcd, - if \a Preacher could find only 
three, or foure <bſervations which are. 
rare, and bur little knowne, his auditors 
might ſay they had learned that which! 
they knew nor, And one ſuch Sermon! 
were worth a hundred others : & alrtough} 
the ignorant thinke that this doth much; 
advantage to have a multitude of Ser-. 
mons, at the end whereof they are as. 
knowing as they were at the beginning. 
Many alſo have a ſuperſtitious opinion 
rouching Preachers, that one ovght nor to 
be more ſought after, or more willingly 
heard then an other, becauſe all Preach 
the word of God, and rhar it is of the ſame 
weight, and ſame vertue in the mouthes of 
all. Now tis truethat all make profef- 


Gon to carry the ſame ſword of truth ; - 
al 
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fand}11 doe not mannage it with the ſame 
Matgill,nor with the like force otarme.From 
bemighence it COmes tO paſſe that it cutterh 
1 U*nor equally in all hands, nay in many it is, 
cON442 plate of leade, Of a thonſand which 
| dur handle the ſame paſſage of Scripture, it is 
* 5 impoſſible ro find two amongſt them 
only yhich are wholly alike in conceptions, in 
! U®the order and frame of diſcourſe. In fo 
99 much that repreſenting the ſame ſub- 
hich jet, they give it ſodivers faces, that even 
101 they themſelves are different in ſhape, But 
ui! thoſe which keepe the reſemblance there- 
*<" of nearer the life, aretobe preferred be- 
"=" fore others, which ſhew bur the draughts 
=” of it groſly delineated. 
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| Cuae, VI. 

That the words of Scripture had more Em- | 

phaſis in the mouth of Jeſus Chriſt and his | 

firſt Diſciples, then they bave in ours, ' 
The reaſon of this difference. 


J- true that all thoſe ro whom Jeſus | 
Chriſt himſelfe Preached when he was | 
converſant upon earth were not conver- | 
ted, The moſt eminent Apoſtles com- | 
plained that few perſons received their | 
Preaching z yet neverthelcſle tis certaine | 
that the word of God had greater efficacy | 
in ſheir mouthes,then now it hath in ours, 
If it converred not ail them who heard ir, 
it made it ſelfe felt by the moſt hardncd, 
a5 a burning cautery even within the ve- 
ry entrailes. But beſides, the progreſle | 
thereof was altogether different. One one- 
ly exhortation of St. Peter brought in one 
day three thouſand Jewes to the Church; 
And by an other Sermon he gained five 
thouſand ſoules. Tf at thisday wee pro- 
nounce the ſame Sermon word by word 
in 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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lin a aſſembly of Jewes, it will not have 
the ſame ſucceſle. Alrhough wee ſound 

| .theſame diſcourſe, nay the proper ex- 

;. preſſe, and formall words, as Jeſus Chriſt, 

® or ſome of his Apoſtles have ſomerimes, 

* uttered them, they have not ſuch vertue as 
they had when chey themſelves pronoun- 

fu ed them Vita toce, When the Sonne of 
God ſpeke, there was felt an cxtraordi- 
nary working and force that never was 

m- | upon the lipps of mortal] man, The A- 
ir | poſtles whom he had animated with his 
T [ne vertue, ſpake alſo as oue of thunder, 
-v | 2nd as cherubinsof glory. The ſound of 
- their wings was as the noyſe of great 'wa- 
ters, and as the voice of God Almighty 

ry when he ſpeakes. If we would know from 
.? whence procceds ſuch vertue, it may be 
{ome will ſay it confiſted rather in rheir 
| morals then in their words; And that their 
ſupernaturall works which were ſcene to 
be done by them were the onely cauſe that 

>  rendred their diſcourſe more cfhcacious, 
». | then that of orher men 3 but it appeares 


F to the contrary, by thc rc ſtimony of them 
() ro 
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to whom Jeſus Chriſt ſpake in the way ts by 
E mam, Fort although they knew him not, 
ſo farre were they ſhorr of ſeeing any mi- 
racle, their heart burned within chem, as 
hee expounded to them the Scriptures, 
Theſe reaſons may be given hereof ; that 
the Son of God,who knew al the choughts 7 
of his hearcrs, ſtrucke diretly within 
them z and they could nor but be moved, 
when they heard a voice which ſurprized 
their moſt ſecret thoughts. That the ſame 
ſpirit which ſpake in his Diſciples, tou- | 
ched* with his words that which men ; 
' 


— 


thought was cloſely hid within their 
hearts: an example in Anantas, and Za 
phrra, whereunto may be refe rred that we 
read in the firſt ro the Corrmbes 14. 24, | 
and 25 .that their breaſt was ful of flames, | 
and the words which came from them 
lighted as at a fornace, did burnc as live | 
ſparks, nay as burning brans. And final- 
ly, that their tongues were touched imme- 
diatly with the finger ofGod, havingwhol- 
ly an other force then ours, which are not 
rovched therewith, but at a diſtance ana by 
the 


'rs 
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ke interpoſition of many judgements,nay 
ceble, and light. 


+: HAPs VII. 


that men are moſt hardly ſated, Of the Yul- 
gar errer which imports that the Paſtors 
manners edifie aſmuch as his dotirine. 


N anticnt father ſaid of his time , 
that in his opigion there were not 
many Churchmen, or Paſtors that were 
ved. This may ſeeme ſtrange, Bur if 
we may ſay there are men for whom it 15 
lificult to be ſaved, they are thoſe which 
have the charge of ſoules. For ro 
ave themſelves, they ought ro fave many 
others. For whom it fufficeth not to have 
piety, and other vertues which are com- 
non to all ocher Chriſtians. Their 1s 
aced of knowledge, and cloquence. The 
want of morall vertucs ( which alwayes 
render ir more criminall) repugneth not 
the eſſence of his office, nor abateth the 
O 2 digniry 
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dignity of the Sacraments,nor the efhcacy 
ot the word which he adminiſtreth. Io- 
norance is the moſt formall crime of him a 
who ought to inſtruct others, A good! 
man may be a bad Paſtor. The vulgar hold k 
for a maxime, | hat the good life ot aPrea- | 
cher edifieth a*much, or more then his 
doarine. This crror istruely popular,and 
more fooliſh then can be imagined. Irs 
true that workes ought to accompany | 
words, and woe 10 that man who practi- 
ſeth not his owne dofrine. But this is 
impicty torhinke that the ations of a Pa-' 
ſtor are more confiderable, more perfeR, 
or of greater edif1, -ation then his doctrine 
which is the ru'c s which 1s more cſlentt- 
all ro his charge, more ſruitfull in inftru- 
Aion, more nece ſary to ſalvation, either 
the ſceing of his example, or the hearing 
his word > Is the example of a man of 
greater weight them the Ordinance of | 
God > Isit from the Paſtors example that 
wee receive the faith, or from his Prea- 
ching > Arehis good works the power of 
God to ſalvation > Doe they conraine the 
remiſſion 


| — 
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cacy miſſion ofour fins > Shall we be favel 
Ig- dy them or by his doarine? He which 
hinz finds more efficacy in a mans example then 
ood athe word of Jeſus Chriſt is not worthy 


1old tobe his Diſciple. 

dee» {_ 

\ his : v7 ls Ie" 

2nd Cuae, VIII. 
Irs 


any That it is more profitable for us to be taught 
Ri- bymen then by Angels. why the world wa- 
s is lues not prophets, but after thety death, 
wa 

& Any could wiſh they might bee 
ine taught by Angels, thinking that 
ti- their inſtruQtions will be more ws A 
u- and their word more cfhcacious. VV here- 
er in they are deceived, For there are divers 
ng points whereot the Ange's cannot ſpeake 
of |with ſo great feeling, nor with a know- 
of ledge (o particular as men. Thediſeaſes of 
at |the body, and other kinds ot the crofle, the 
2- burthen of ſinne,the terrors of confcience, 
of the horrors of death, the combate of the 
he fleſh againſt the ſpirit, repearance ic ſelf, 
n O 3 and 
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and regeneration, are things whereof they 


have no experience; and thcrefore cannox | 
be ronched with fach compaſſion towards 
ſinners, as men who feele the fame infir- 
mirics. This is a reaſon why the ſonne' 
of God would take upon him our infirmi- 
ties, to the end hee might have the more 
compaſſion, and ſpeake with greater cf- 
cacy ;z furthermore that Angell which ap- 
pearcd to Cornelizc the Centurion, would 
not undertake ro imſtrut him, but ſent 
him for this purpoſe ro a finfull morrall ; 
man. This is the cuſtome of the world, 
and examples thereof are frequent 4D all 
ages, tO undervalue,or even perſecute Pro- 
phets whilethey live, and to adore them 
after death, 'Thereaſon is, that the eye of 
the fleſh ſeeth in them the ſame viſave 25 
in other men, the ſame naturall infirmi- | 
ties, and a contemptible appearance el- | 
ally if he be in his owne country, or a- 
midſt his familiars, Saul asked Samuel, 
whether he was a man of God, not know- 
ing that he was fo, becauſe he ſaw nothing 


extraordinary in his perſon. The bald 
| hcad 


( 209 ) 
bead of Eliſhat ſerved as an objeRt of moe* 


th 
ms kery to the little children. Many thac loo” 


yard; |ked On St. Pal as ablenr, ſaid that his pre- 
nfir- ſence had not fo much force as his wri- 
>nne [tings. On the other ſide, the moſt emi- 
rmi- gent ſervants of God, are my againſt 


nore whom Satan hath prepared moſt ambu- 
ef- ſhes. The liberty of their ccnſures ren- 
ap- ders them odious. He that reverenced ye- 
2u1d fterday /obz the Baptiſt, willingly procure 
ent red his imprifonment, or death ; bur after 
tall that God had taken them into his reſt, and 
1g, [that there was nothing remaining bur the 
all found of their voice, which ſeemeth ro 
ro- |eccho ill in their graves, rhe world re- 
em |gretts at what it hath loſt, and eadeavours 
of |tO expiate 1ts ingratitude with exceſſive 
25 honours. Chryſoſtome was accuſed of 
1i- | adultery, condemned, chaſed our of his 
e(- | Church, and confined in baniſhment, 
a- | where finally hee dyed. The chillren of 
/, \them which had driven him away fell 
y- downe on their knees before the dead bo- 
8 dy, and deſired pardon of it for their pa- 
14 rents, Such alſo have builded rich tombs 
id Oo + 1n 
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in memory of the juſt, who had perſecuted | 


them 1n their hives. Great were the advan- 
rages of them who were converſant with 
the ſonne of God, who might heare him 
ſpeaking with open mouth, propoſe unto 
him the moſt difhicult doubrs, and queſti- 
ons, and learne from his mouth an infinite 
number of ſublime, and unhcard-of do- 
Arines, But they payd him with outrages; 
and many honour him at thisday, who 
would have helped to have crucified him, 
ifthey had bin 1n his time. 


_— 


of YT WY » if 
Toc want of particular 1n/irultions, 


LL the in{trufticn which is ſought 

for at this day from 1hc mouth of 
Preachers,is reducad toSermans. The moſt 
excellent amongſt them, our of the pul- 
pit, 15 NO morernco a private man in the 
judzement of the vulgar» The common 
pcoplc belicvc that pub!t.zuc Inſtractions 
are 


ted | 
2n- 
1th 
um 
nto 
ſti- 
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are ſufficient for them ; and as for the reſt 
every Chriſtian may order his ations ac- 
cording as they conform rothem. There is 
none ſo ſottiſhly ignorant who doth not 


think himſelfe capable to dirct his owne 


conſcience. Notwithſtanding mans lite is 
full of occurrents, wherein the wiſeſt are 
ſubje& rodeceive themſelves; and the moſt 
conſcientious, by truſtizg overmuch to 
their owne judgement, commit notable 
faults in the condud of their affairs, of 
houſhold government, or trading, of judi- 
cature, of publique policy,and other voca- 
tions, Witneffe Davids heedleſnefſe, in 
cauſing the Arke ro bee carryced upon his 
owne Chariot, Morcover publique 1n- 
ſtruktions cannot expreſſe ſo mauy cir- 
cumſtances which ofren change the qua» 
lity of ations, And which 15 more, not 


| onely the points which lye in practiſe, bur 


alſo choſe whici concern meerely beliefe, 
beir g compoſed in publique, frame not al- 
wayes in the mind of the hearers ſo exat 
an impreſſion, as particular inſtrutiong 
auricu!ar confeſſion, if it had nor paſſed 

into 
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into ſuperſtition, was an exerciſe of great 


profit, 


— 


—— « 


Canaan 


Of books of religion, and of the time imploy 
ed in them to the prejudice of Scripture, 
Of the multitude, Vanity, kinds and rt 
formation of them. 


Mongſt the abuſes which keepe up 
the ignorance of the vulgar, wee ac- * 
compt alſo rhe reading of ſo many religt- 
ous books, whereunto the common peo- 
ple give their time, and thoughts, as to an 
exerciſe of great edification, although the 
books of a good divine containe in ſub- 
ſtance the ſame matters which are in 
Scripture. Wholſoever ſhall read in Or7- 
en, or Nazianzene, the ſacrifice of Abre- 
- curiouſly painted out with all its cir- 
eumſtances, with a repreſentation as pa- 
theticke as Rhetoricke can furniſh it 


with,ſhal never be (o lively touched there- 
with 
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rea with as by the ſimple recitall of Afayſes. 


A paraphraſe of the new Teſtament, is but 
2 dead Letrer, in compariſon of the viva- 
ciry of the Text. All this 1s faid without 
derogating from the merit of ſo many 
learned pens, ancient and moderne, which 
have travelled to ſet us at eaſe. [heir 
works have converted many fouls ; the 
writing of a man powerfull m ſpirit, 
preach, as well as his voice. But this enlo- 
; appertains not to all them who un- 


| dertake to write ; And all the authors, e- 
' ven thoſe which are worth the reading, 


are nor for the vulgar. Beſides the books 
which may ſcrve to inſtrut che common 
people, are made hurttull by their quanti- 
ty. The number 15 become {© excrdirent, 
and till multiplycd daily in ſuch abun- 
dance, that the greater part of Chriſtians 
imploye ren times as much time in this 
reading, as in that of the Bible. That fa- 
mousDeRor L«they had in hatred his own 
books, and wiſhed that they were buried, 
for feare the readers ſhould ſpend that 
time in them they ought in the Scripture. 
| I 


"of 
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I am not oftheir opinion who regret the 
lofle of ſo many books of the ancient fa- 
thers, and other writings which time hath 
cauſed 50 vaniſh. On the contrary, I think 
that this lofle 15 a great gaine to us, and a 
diſcharge of many unproficable burthens. 
The naturall hiory ditated by Solomon, 
and divers other writings mentioned in 
Scripture it ſelfe, were never loſt without 
the particular providence of God, which 
would not thar his Church ſhould bee 0- 
vercharged wirh fo many volumes. Of 
all the Apoſtles there arc but fix whoſe 
writings have bin preſerved ; and yet it 1s 
certaine that the other Apoſtles were no 
lefſe carefull ro write totheir flocks : Nay 
it 15credtble that thoſe whoſe Epiſtles we 
have writ, many others, which che wiſ- 
dome of God hath ſuppreſlcd. Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelfe, writ not, nor would that 
all his miracles ſhould be comprized in the 
hiſtory, leſt their prolixity ſhould cx- 
cecde the meaſure of our life, and the ca* 
pacity of our memory. 


The reading the fathers 15 not a taske of 
the 
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the vulgar. To underſtand them, you muſt 


know the hiſtory of their times. There 
occur in this field an infinite number of 
particulars, and matters which ſerve for no 
uſe at this day, and even many which are 
full of thornes, which the common peo- 
ple cannot handle without pricking them - 
ſelves ro the blaod.If the frurAs which are 
found ſcattered in this vaſt extenſion of 
the fathers were colle&ed a part, and hea- 
ped rogether in one volume, this abridge- 
ment would be of great profit. But weare 
to ſpeake of moderne VVriters, the mul- 
titude whereof 1s prodigious. 

Many books are reputea learned, which 
are more filld with word then matter. If 
from all the books in divinity which goe 
up and downe the world, there be taken a- 
way the repetitions, the amplifications , 
the ſuperfluous allegations, and a m:llion 
of intire volumes great and ſmall which 
declare nothing, but what ſo many others 
have ſaid before, the reſidue will be very 
few. One may ſay of the greateſt part of 
them, that whoſoever hath rcad one, _ 

rea 
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read them all. There are alwayes the ſame 
conceptions, the ſamereaſons; ſaving that 
the words are diftcrent. That which one 
calls dirt, the other namerh dung. VV here 
they differ onely in the order, tranſpoſing 
what others have ſaid, and diſguiſing ut 
with other tranſiſions, conjunctions, or 
with ſome pleaſing point, Allchis with a 
new title makes men think that this booke 
is altogether new. The world 15 full of 
writers, and there 15 not a pedant which 
will not be one. For (othar a man fill up 
much paper, this 15 cricugh to get a great 
reputation. I know one that to atraineto 
this, uſcd the following method, which is 
common to him with many others. To 
make a treatiſe, of controverſie, or com- 
menrary (which 15 atthis day as a bridge 
for aſſes) he had upon the table five,or fixe 
divers authors, totke one line from one 
and another from an other, and beating all 
rogether, then adding therero ſome He- 
brew word tranſcribed out of the Di@io- 
nary. and along rthrid of paſſages one of 
the fathers, made a compoſirion, upon 

which 
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which he wrote hisname; And the ig- 
zwrant ſaid behold the Commentaryes of 
N, upon the Pfalmes, or upon ſome of 
the ſmaller Prophets. Ir were a great good 
for the publique that none ſhould write, 
but he that had very rare conceptions, or 
olittle common thar they might be held 
or new. One onely extraordinary obſcr- 
ation comprehended in ren or twelve 
lines, 15 more worth then all the great 
omes out of which nothing, that 15 new 
an be learncd. 

Allthe books that can be written in divi- 
uity, are either doAtrinall , or morall, or 
uſtoricall, or of prophecie, or of contro- 
x*r\ie, or mixcd and compoſed of all rheſe 
ogether, or of many of them. The forme 
bercot 15'divers; Commentaryes,common 
laces, meditations, formes of prayer, ho- 
milyes, diſcourſes of vertues, and vices , 
ad the like particular treatiſe, As for 
ontroverſics I have thercot ſaid my opin1- 
mn. Alſo tor commentaryes, two or three 
or the moſt part ſuffiſe, taken from a- 
nongſt che reſt, who for the moſt part 

have 
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have toreof Grammar the1 divinity, and 
ſound of nothing bur repetitions. The 
ſame choice is neceſlary amongſt authors 
which handle all Religion heaped together 
in a body. Amongſt ſo many bookes of 
meditations, there are ſcarce two which 
containe any rarity, There ate ſecne ma- 
ny words ſct out to ſay that which the 
world knoweth already well cnough. 
There is likewiſe a great multitude of 
Sermons which run trom hand to hand, 
The vu!gar often 24mire Preachers, who 

utting what they ſay in writing, you | 
ſhall find that they have ſaid nothing CX- 
traordinary. We have ſcene Homilies 
ditated by great perſonages, in whom be- 
ſide rhe wide, and rampant ſtyle, you 
meetre with even childith diſcourſes bur * 
the world will bedcecerved. The expofirt- 
ons upon the decalogue, the Creed, and | 
Lords Prayer, ate the ſubje& of infinite 
rreatyes wherein you ſhall ſcarcely find a- | 
ny thing, but repetitions from ſome ©- || 
ther, and matrers very common. As for || 


formes of prayer fitted ro particulars ,! 
although 


| 
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nd | 2)chough their ayme be rather to frame a 
ſhe | Chriſtians practiſe in this excrciſe, then 
ors |to give hum inftration, 1f ir appertaines 
her |not co all ro give their conceptions for 
; of |rules, and prefcriberhe forme, and words 
ich an other oughc to uſe in ſpeakiag ro God, 
na- | Bur furthermore, they which ſpend all 
the |chcir rime in this kind of reading, ſhall a- 
*h . bide alwaics in an ignorant devotion, 
of 0 This would be aa ineſtimable good, if 
nd; |1iaſtead of fo many volumes which ſteale 
rho | away thegreateſt part of our life, we had 
10 1a colleion of the rareſt ſecrets in Reli- 
ex- \gion, ſeparated from all vulgar matters , 
lies and freed from al! theſe maſles of words, 
be- | Such a worke would teach us more in one 
you | day, then ſo many others could doe in au 
but | age. I ſhall willingly ſubſcribe ro their 
iti- adviſe who have ſaid that this would bee 
and |the richeſt picce that hath bin put out 
nite | ſince the Apoſtles rime, Its true that 
d a- | Soſe have not obſerved the true feld 
| &- | from whence theſe matters muſt be taken, 
for | but it is caſic to be found, 
rs ,} 
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Cuavy. XI. 


Great knowledge lieth not is the quantity of 
matters, but ia thetr quality, The title 
of great diwines orven faſly tomany, 

Y the common voice, that mail is | 
Bu: tor a great divine, who knowes 
the languages acceſſary ro this profeſſion; 
who underitands Philoſophie, who hath | 
read the fathers, and can relate what they 
chought upon _ point of religion;zwho 
is verſed in © cclefitaſticall Hiſtory ; who | 
is ready in controverfics, in ſchoole di- 
ſtin&ions and (ubrilitics, beſides the cxa& | 
knowledge of common places which are | 
in uſc, bordured with rexts of Scrij ture, 
and tuft with orher allegations. Bur all | 
theſe qualities together cannot make a | 
great Divine but in reputation. This 1s | 
truly a great advantage ro heare the P& 
phets, and God himſelfe in the ſame lan- 
guage wherein they ſpake, *Tis certaine 


that the Scripture 15 pure, and more cm- | 
phaticke | 


- . 
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phaticke in its originall tongues, then in 
any tranſlation, Bur the onely knowledge 
of rongues ſupplyes but a Grammaticall 
yo aduakadies wherein many Jewes and 
itle \Grecks may excel, without deſerving the. % 
irle of Divines. Good ftore of Philoſo= 78 
chie ſufficeth nor; though a good Divine: 
1 15 ought to be a good Philoſopher. To know ©» 
wes 'what Tert«ll.(aid,or what was St, Auſtias 
0n; |opinion, isnot of the very eſſence of Die |. 
ath lvinity : ſo much doth it come ſhort of be» © 
hey |ing tte higeſt degree thereof, Many that 
;bo lived before all theſe fathers were in the _ 
rho (world, ceaſed not to be as great Divines ag ®. 
di- [they which have cmployed at this day rhir+ 
a& |ty yeares inthis readingof the fathers. The 
are |\ameis of Hiſtory, Before the fubje& 
Ire |thercof was in the world, Divinity was: 


” 


G 


all | compleate. A man endowed with n emo- 
C 2 ['Y, who can tcl! what crefies have reig- 8 
$ 15 | ned, what orders were made in ſuch coun- - 
® | cels, what diſputes or diverfitics have aroſe..* 
an- | in Church Policic, 8c. may bee held?” 
ine | knowing in Hiſtory ; But this 1s follie to”*? 
m- | hold him in chis reſpe&X, for an eminent. > 
ke | Divine. W-: 


» a 
» 4 


2D ivigc the "© vb 


>< &s,1s accidental, and embraceth got all the 
Wimenſions of Religion. ſhe knowledge 
Fg che molt ſubtile poinrs of Divinity re 
xced to the forme of art, a promptuarye 
ordinary paſſages, and arguments upon all 
of ſabjc&s, are not ſuMficienc reithet 
iveus a great Divine. The idca theres 'F 
pes ro another diſcourſe z wheace "'Þ 
| _ learne That extraordinary knows , 
hk econſiftethnor ſu much ia the mul- 
Pele of magrers, a5 in the rarity of them, 
EZ TI willnow ccnclude this treatiſe of Po* 


” ar gr that I may paſſe toa higher 
5 an 1 aflay after this offering of 


res haire, to preſent you with ſcarlet 
Foxs ornament of the Sanfuary, A- 


gen. 


FINIS. 


